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GUSTAV FOCK, 


German Agency for American 


Libraries. Dealer in New and Second- 


hand Books and Periodicals, 


LEIPZIG: Magazingasse 4. 


NEW YORK: P. O. Box 2943. 


(Pay and Freight Station only.) 


CABLE ADDRESS: BuUCHFOCK, LEIPZIG. 
CODE IN USE: A BC Cope. 


For the essential edeuntnges arising from business communication with my house, see note on 
page 526“ Library Journal,’’ November, 1896, 


IN COMPLETE SETS I OFFER: 


MARKS | 


Academie dee aciences de Paris. 


l’origine 166641779. 84 vols 
Alemannia, Zeitschritt f Sprache, Literatur u 





Volkskunde d. Eisass-s u Oberrheins. Hrsg. v 
A. Berlinger, fortges. v. F. Piaff. Bd. 1- 1873- 
Qs (M2 3B.) ccccsccccsece svscce-seccecesvess 
Anglia, Hrsg. vy. P. Wilicker. Bd. 1 17. 1877-95. 
Annales 4e chemie et de physique. Complete 
set. Depuis l’origine 1789 & 1894... eeeseeeeses 
———— des sciences naturelles, 7 series. 
Complete set from the beginning in eed to dees 
Bound ...ccccccsscccccessccee sevcsscces 
Beitrage zur Kunde de indogerman. pra- 
chen. Hrsg. v. F. Bezzenberger. Bd. 1-19. 1877- 


Berichte der deutschen botanischen Gesell- 
achaft. Jahrg. 1-12. 1883-9" 

Biblioteca de autores espanoies. 
= 1846 terminada en 1880, 71 vols. 


Principiada 
Complete 

Bibliotheca botanica. Orig. ‘Abhandign aus 
dem. Besamtgebiete d. Botanik. Hrsg. v. Uhbl- 
worm, Haenolein, Luerssen u. Frank. Heft 1-35 
With many plates. 1886-96 (M.6o2.). 

Bibliotheca sootogica, Hrsg. v Leuckhart u. 
Chun 1888-95. Allout! Bound. (M 8s59.)..... 

Brockhaus, Konversations-Lexvikon. 14 Auf. 
16 Binde. 1893-95 Bound (M.160)... 

Les grands Ecrivains de la France. 
vols. et 7 albums. All out! 

Encyclopardie des Naturwissenschaften. 
Hrsg. v. Kenngott, Schenk, Schiimilch, Witt- 
stein wu. Bd. +38. Botany, 5 vols.; Mathe- 
matics, Zoblogy, Anthropology. Ethnol- 
ogy, 6 vols.; Geology. Valeontology, 3 vols.; Pnar- 
macognosy, 1 vol.; Chemistry, vols. 1-13 ; Physics, 
4 vls.; Astronomy, 2 vols. 1879-96. (M.<8s.).... 

Geclogical aurvey map of England and 


94 


A 


2 vols; 


Wales. In 5: large and 207 small sheets. Com- 
plete set..... WeTTTTisirtiitttt tT eee 
Grologiegl survey map of Treland, 252 
sheets and 119 vols., memoirs for sheets. Com- 
PlEte SEL... ne cccecccecccecnne sseeseeees eeeeee 
Geological survey map ‘of ‘Scotland. Come 
Plete SEL. ..66 ceeerecvcess eee 
Germania. "Hrsg v. Bartsch u. Be jaghel. 37 
Bde. 18s6-92. Allout! Bound.................. 
Goethe's Werke. Hrsg. im Auftrage d. Gross- 
herzogin Sophie v. Sachsen. All out to 1896 
BROURG . ec ccccccecccccccccccesee: cosccorsscces 
Grimm, J., Devutache Grammatik. 4 Be de. 
(Bd I: 2. A.) u. Register v. Andresen. 1822-60. 
Be Gti nnn50000dhs c0b nnn eeeess. be6qneceeseosoceee 
Grimm, Deutsches Worterbuch. All out! 
Complete Set... 0. cccccccecesecccsecssceccceces 
Handbuch der ‘Physik. "Hrsg. v. A. Winkel- 
mann. 3 Bde in Tin. 1896. (M.1os) 
Jahrbuch u. Neues Jahrbuch fF. Mineralo- 
aie, Geologie, “, Palarentologie, Jabrg. 


1Sx0-94)—Ss« Mitt Beilageblinden, etc 


Jahrbuch, Morphologisches, Hrsg v Gegen- 


baur. Rand. 1-ar. 1875-04 Bound.... .... 
Jahrbuch der deutachen Shakeapeare Gesell- 
acheft. Jahre. :-28. 1865-93. Bound...... 
Jahrbucher, Zoologische. Bd, 1-7. u. Suppl 
TBIG O96. . ner cnccecccersese eesesese seeees 


Jah reshericht ‘uber die Fort schritte d. klase 
Altertumaewitaesenschast, Mit Beiblittern 
Jahre. t-22. 1878-94... onsese cone penneanac 

Jahreabericht uber ‘die Fortachritte der 
klaes. Philologie. Bd. 1-29. 1866-94. Bound.. 

Journal, The Quarterly, of the Geological 

Society of London, Vols. t-51. 1845-95 


Histoire et 
mémoires de mathématique et de physique ee | 


MARKS 


Journal de mathematiques pures et ap- 


pliquees, Complete set from the wae nena in 
300 SED OD SMe ccccccacccceceee evsceccocs . 12% 
Journal of Philology. Vols. 1-22. 1868-94.. 2 
| Instituto di correspondenza archeologica di 
Roma, Complete set from the beginning in 1829 
70 SD BD - ccascecaccacescecsess eeoeseseseces 1650 
245 | Lacroiz, P, ‘Lettres, ‘sciences, arts, insti- 
| tutions, moeurs, etc., en France, 10 vols 
2250 ee 25 
Lange, Theolog-homilet. Bibelwerk. Altes u. 
Neues Testament. 36 Tle. Eleg. gebd. (M167.30). 100 
3000 | Micro copical Society. A complete set of the 
Journal of the Microscopical Society from the be- 
ginning in 1841 to 1894. Bound......... 500 
125 | Moliere, Ocuvres completes. Collect. p. L. 
Moland. a¢éd. 12 vols. 1880-94......... 54 
160 | Monatsschrift fur Anatomic u. Histologie. 
Bd. 1-12. 1884-95. Bound............ cesses 300 
Nachrichten, Astronomische. Hrsg vy. Schu- 
475 macher. Bd. 1-139. 1823-95......--0se000 1700 
Palaecontographica, fee. v. Dun iker, Meyer, 
Zittel. Complete set. 1851-96. ol 
Passavant, J. D., Le peintre-graveur. 6 vols. 
260 Avec le portrait de l’auteur. 1864-69. Hinbd 
ON, eee 80s c ees -6ecenesesece P 
500 Pertz, Monumenta - Germaniae - historica. 
Complete set from beginning to 1895. .......-. 4700 
90 | Poggendorff’s Annaten der Physik “. C he- 
| mie. Bd. 1-162 u. Fortsetzung ‘‘ Wiedemann’s 
459 | Annaten,’’ Bd. 1-<6. 18-8-95......... 2750 
| Pringsheim’s Jahrbucher fur Wisesen- 
schaftl Botanik, Bd. 1-25. 1858-92.. 1270 
| Rabenhorst, Kryptogamen- Flora. Latest ed. 
| SO ee 150 
| Reportorium 7. E aperimentaiphysik. Hrsg 
325 v. Carl. Bd. 1-17. 1865-82 rtsetzung: Re- 
pertorium d, Physik. Ba 18-27. 1883-91. 27 
Rde.u Reg (M..590.20.)......64+ eeseesese 220 
<0 | Romania. Publié par Meyer et Gaston. Vois. 1 
| & 24. 18728"95. Bound.... 
| Schlechtendal u. Hallier. Flora von Deutsch - 
785 | fand. 5. (meueste) A. 30 Bde. 1880-87. Eleg. 
| gebd. (M.266.). Co ceeee «secceccsececcooceces 175 
aso | Societe des anciens textes francais. Complete 
a © i EE, «cnc cncnnccocecesonces 4 
qa0 Stahi «. Eisen. Jahre 1-15 1881-96... 170 
Transactions of the Chaucer Society. *Com- 
plete set from the commencement in 1868 to 1894 625 
aso. ~Virehow-Hirsch, Jahresbericht mit Vor- 
laufer: Canstatt’s Jahresbericht. 1841-04. 
eam se nA 780 
40 | Zeitachrift fur Berg-, Hutten- u. Salinen- 
wesen d. preuas, Staates. Bd. 1-43. 1853-95. 380 
4° | Zeitachrift f. d. ord Naturwissen- 
schaftem, Bd. 1-67. 1853-94......-seccceecseees 25 
7s Zeitachrift f. d. mathemat. u. | maturwiseen- 
| aschaftl, Unterricht — v. C. V. Hoff- 
so mann. Jahrg. 1-26. 187 pecceese-ceo 8909 
Zeitachrift fF. wissenachaftl. ‘Mikroskopie. 
on Bd. t-+0. 1884-04 » enéasewes Ss 
. Zeitachrift Ff. roman, "Phiiologie Hrsg. v. 
—_ re oo Orne, Sines, os vcenssansenseeen 245 
Zeitachrift f Veihkorpoychetagio “ Sprach- 
qn0 wissenschaft. 19 Blinde. 1860-88. (M.18s.40.) 80 
Zeitachrift fur eemnemeen deepened cane 
, Tee SR kenscbeacen cisnsccnvennsdascun 310 
s& 
250 WANTED IN COMPLETE SETS: 
Index Medicus. Index Catalogue. 
450 Peole’s Index. 
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Tue American Library Association has had 
its first special meeting, which, although it 
directly accomplished nothing, will not be with- 
out influence in the future moulding of the 

association. It did not seem advisable under 
the circumstances of the present Congress t 
attempt the reincorporation proposed, which 
should make the American Library Association 
a national organization, recognized by the na- 
tion through act of Congress on the same plan 
with the American Historical Association. 
rhis is probably a desirable end, but it was the 
general opinion that the time was not yet ripe 
for this act, and that any action toward this 
end should be taken in full conference. While 
it should be to the interests of library develop- 
ment — and that means tothe interest of allthe 
people — that there should be a central library 
authority, nationally recognized, which might 
be called upon to furnish members of a board 


of visitors for the national and other govern- | 


mental libraries and to report annually, or 
from time to time, upon library economy and 


library progress, the present time and circum- | 


stances did not seem auspicious for such re- 
organization, and the American Library As- 
sociation could certainly not afford to put itself 
in the position of seeking aggrandizement for 
itself by a crusade in itsownbehalf. The spe- 
cial meeting was unanimous in this judgment 
Under the constitution it was not possible to 
discuss other questions than that put forward 
in the call for the meeting, so that the pro- 
posal to appropriate $500 for the use of the 
secretary in missionary effort, although it met 
with wide approval as well as with some criti- 
cism, could not be acted upon. The fact that 
President Brett, Secretary Hayes, Recorde: 
Jones, and others serving the association, 
came to New York from distant cities at con- 
siderable expense in money as well as at 
the outlay of much time and inconvenience, 
emphasizes, however, the desirability of ap- 
propriation by the Association for the travel- 
ling and other expenses of those who serve it 
without remuneration. 





Not second in interest to this meeting of the 
A. L. A. itself was the union meeting of the 
New England associations by the invitation of 
the Connecticut Library Association at Hart- 








the tame week. The meeting was a 
large one, despite unfavorable weather, bring- 
ng together 150 people interested in library 

ivancement It is evident that nothing, not 


even New England weather, as celebrated by 





Hartford's humorist in daunt the enthusiasn 
of the brary sj t lee there is nothing 
more striking tl the largeness and enthus 
asm of any gathering of rarians It was 
pec ar gratifying at this meeting to have 
the report co erative methods among ! 
brarians in Hartford, which sets an especially 
valuable exampl ther cities this respect, 
as well as in Providence, and t! real signif 


cance of the meeting lay in the emphasis 
this idea of co-operation for the benefit « 
readers and students among the libraries of a 


great city 


LIBRARIANS should not forget that there is 
pending before Congress a bill to extend and 
practically complete the reorganization of the 
system of government publications. Mr. Cran- 
lall's bill, dealing with the methods of publica- 
tion of government issues, inthe more technical 
sense of publication, is likely to be overlooked 


n the closing days of the session, unle: 


members of Congress are reminded of its 
importance. Librarians should, therefore 
write to their senators, urging the passage of 


the bill ‘‘to improve the printing and binding 


nethods of the public documents,” and should 


also urge early action in the matter on the sen- 
ate committee on printing—Senators Hale 
Hansbrough, and Gorman. This bill, though 
emanating from Mr. Crandall’s office, is the 
joint result of the plans of Dr. Ames as well as 
of Mr. Crandall, and has the hearty support of 
all intelligently interested in government docu 
ments. The bill authorizing Dr. Ames to con- 
tinue backward his ‘‘Comprehensive index 

has passed the House and is pending in the 
Senate, but the general sentiment of the libra- 
ry profession regarding this bill is undoubtedly 


that expressed in the January JOURNAI It is 


to be hoped that the provision for separating 
the copyright office from the Library of Con 
gress will become a law, as one satisfactory 
feature of the general bill on the Library of 
Congress, however unsatisfactory may be the 


other features of this bill 
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Tue question of indexes, raised elsewhere 
by Mr. Tandy, is one of special interest and 
importance to librarians, and the suggestions 
put forward by him for organized library effort 
toward better and more plentiful indexes are 
well worthy of support and discussion. Among 
the minor woes of librarians indexless books 
are ever present, and there is no class of work- 
ers to whom thorough and systematic indexes 
are more useful. Of late years publishers have 
come to recognize more fully the added value of 
a well-indexed volume, but there is still wide room 
for improvement inthisdirection. Only too of- 
ten booksare published, the usefulness of which 
would be practically doubled by a good index. 
Prof. Bandelier’s important work, ‘‘ The gilded 
man,” was one of the most striking examples of 
the sort, and a very recent instance is found in 
the collection of ‘‘ Mythsand legends of our own 
land,” by Charles M. Skinner —a mass of ma- 
terial that an adequate index would have ren- 
dered at least twice as useful. If all books of 
information were supplied with indexes and all 
index-makers were responsible over their own 
signatures for the merit of their work, the path 
to specific information on a subject would be a 
more direct and a less thorny one. A note- 
worthy step in this direction has been made by 
Dr. Eggleston in the initial volume of his im- 
portant series in American history, ‘‘ The be- 
ginners of a nation,” wherein credit is given 
to the maker of the index as himself an author; 
but such examples of index appreciation, if it 
may be so termed, are rare indeed. Capital ser- 
vice in the cause of adequate indexes is done in 
the Dial, where Mr. Thwaites in his reviews of 
current historical literature gives special criti- 
cal emphasis to their importance, and the Nation 
is always a consistent champion of indexes. If 
these examples were followed by the majority 
of reviewers it would not be long before pub- 
lishers generally realized that a good index is 
the necessary corollary of a good book. And 
there is no reason to doubt that a similar re- 
sult might be effected through a well-organized 
and persistent ‘‘ library movement” toward the 
same end, such as Mr. Tandy urges. At any 
rate, it is well worth trying. 





New ORLEANS gives the first contribution to 
the library-founding record of 1897. In the 
Fisk Free and Public Library, formally inau- 
gurated last month, that city establishes its first 
free circulating library, and establishes it in 
such a manner as to insure systematic growth 





and wide usefulness. The process of evolution 
| whereby subscription or endowed libraries at 
| last find their true place as free public libraries 
has more than once been referred to in these 
| columns. This principle finds, in a measure, 
fresh illustration in New Orleans, where three 
| separate collections, each useful but limited in 
bw scope, have been merged into oue effec- 
tive organization, supported by the people for 
themselves. Perhaps the most gratifying feat- 
ure of the change was the rapidity with which 
it was accomplished and the hearty co-opera- 
tion that the project received from its very in- 
| ception. Nothing could indicate more clearly 
the sure and steady growth of public apprecia- 
tion of the part a public library should play in 
the life of a city, and inthe Fisk Freeand Pub- 
lic Library it is not difficult to see an entering 
wedge of free library development inthe South. 
Nor are these signs of the times confined to 
New Orleans. In Galveston the Rosenberg 
bequest promises to soon take substantial form 
as a free public library, while in Georgia the 
proposed has good 
prospect of passage by the coming legislature. 
A southern conference of the American Library 
Association should be directly effective in fur- 
thering the good work, and the suggestion made 
at Cleveland and elsewhere that the conference 
of 1898 be held in Atlanta should have serious 
consiceration at the Philadelphia meeting. 


library commission bill 


Communications. 


SERVICE METHODS IN LIBRARIES. — 
A CORRECTION. 

In the LIBRARY JOURNAL for January I find 
myself reported as testifying before the Com- 
mittee of Congress on the Library that I did 
not favor the application of civil service meth- 
ods to the employment of assistants in that li- 
brary. Thatis amistake. Iam acivil service 
reformer and intended to be understood un- 
equivocally to favor the extension of civil ser- 
vice principles to the national library. 

}. I, FLETCHER. 


CIVIL 


Amuerst Cotiecr Lisrary, } 
Amuerst, Mass 


BOOKS FOR DISTRIBUTION.— NOTICE TO 


LIBRARIANS. 


| Dr. CHarves C. P. CLARK, author of ‘‘ The 
commonwealth reconstructed,"” New York, 
| 1878, 216 pages, octavo, has placed the remain- 
| der of the edition in our hands for distribution. 
A copy of it will be sent to any library on re- 
ceipt of 12 cents ($.12) to cover cost of mailing. 
Gro. H. BAKER. 


Cocumaia University Lisrary, / 
New Yor« City j 
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WHAT MAY A LIBRARIAN DO TO INFLUENCE THE READING OF A 
COMMUNITY 


By A, L. Peck, Zidrarian Glove 


HAVING had opportunity to observe, with 
some care and certainly with keen interest, the 
expectations which communities have as soon 
as it is reported thata library is to be founded, 
I have made an effort to watch how far these 
expectations are realized, how far they are dis- 
appointed, and in what respect the results pos- 
sibly exceed every expectation. In a great 
many cases these expectations become so fixed 
that they have been changed into demands 
upon the library, as soon as the library is es- 
tablished. 

I still recall, with some quiet delight, that on 
the day after a certain gentleman had prom- 
ised to found a library, some anxious readers 
immediately inquired when the books would 
be ready for delivery, and the feverish haste 
with which the public at large expected to use 
these books would have led one to believe that 
as soon as the library was open the demands 
for books would be so great that a reasona- 
ble supply would be impossible. People in the 
street would say that the library would close 
the saloons; others would say, like Franklin, ‘‘It 
will improve manners.”’ Older men who never 
expected to use the library themselves anticipat- 
ed great benefit for their sons and grandsons. 
Generally it was maintained that the library 
would improve the intellectual taste of the 
public and change entirely the character of 
reading of the community. When the books 
arrived young and old hastened to the library 
to help the librarian in unpacking the cases, 
and were offended when such assistance was 
promptly and seriously refused. When the 

doors of the library were almost hermetically 
sealed, in order to give the librarian and his 
assistants an opportunity to catalog the books, 
it aroused public anger to such an extent that 
the people inquired whether the librarian 
meant to read the books before they were per 
mitted to handle them. And so it went on 
through four weary months, during which time 
between 3000 and 4000 books were prepared 
for library use. When finally the books were 
ready for delivery the former eager readers 
drew 57 books on the first day. And so the 
true function of the library began; first, to find 
readers; second, to make the library agreeable 
and pleasant to these; third, to keep readers in 


the habit of coming; fourth, to make the library 


useful to all; and fifth, to make an effort to in 
prove the general character of reading. Ar 
alter many years of hard and persevering 
work, on the part both of the trustees and the 
librarian, the library has increased in usefi 
ness, and, it may be said, meets some of the ex- 


pectations which its friends had anticipate 


before it was properly organized and opene 


to the public 


It is, however, not the objec f this paper t 
discuss fully in what regar ithe | iblic library 


meets the expectations of the community that 


maintains it. An attempt atthis would simply 
lead to the compilation of a library manual and 
not to a condensed statement of what a library 


may do regarding the improvement of the 


literary taste, not only of its particular readers, 


or of any class thereof ut of the community 


in general 


While no one will question that the develo, 
ment of a taste for good literature is one of 
the functions of the public library, it would be 

f 


wise not to speak of this 





as the individual readers 
munity might take offence atany such attempt 
And still it cannot be denied that the public 
library does improve the healthy tone of re: 
ing in the community at large. Whether tt 
can be done successfully must in each case de 


pend upen local circumstances, upon the tact 


and personal exertion of those in charge of the 
library. 

Efforts toward the improvement inthe quality 
of reading may be grouped under the following 
heads: first, efforts for the individual reader 
sec ynd, for classes I reacers: t for the 
community at large also naturally is ding 
those who never come to the libra 

First, then, as to individ readers: In order 
to be le to influence the dividual reader 
s necessary that those who wish to exert this 
influence shall first gain the confidence of those 
they wish to guide This guidance must 
be free from prejudice and nt, and must 
spring apparently from no other source than a 


personal interest in the individual patron of 
the library. We can gain the confidence of 
children most readily, most surely, by bringing 


them in contact with such books as are known 













































































to us to interest children. The less there is 
said about these matters to the child himself 
the better. Here is Johnnie, who reads nothing 
but Alger books, and you are anxious for his 
own sake that he should read something 
better. While you may be compelled to give 
him his Alger book, because he claims that he 
has a right to get what he wants, still show 
him one or two, or a few books which you 
consider better. If you do not succeed at first, 
do not give up the case as hopeless, but pa- 
tiently give him your attention, try to lure him 
away from his idols. Ask yourself, ‘‘ What 
joes he like in the Alger books?" The an- 
swer is simply that he likes to read about real 


boys and their success. It is success and 


wealth that attract him, and he dreams that his | 


career may be similar. The Trowbridge, the 
Kellogg, and the Kaler books will be readily 
accepted as substitutes. If he wants stories of 
school-boys, you may not at first succeed in 
getting him to read ‘‘ Tom Brown,” but give 
him some other books about schools and school- 
boys. If he isin search of adventures, give 
him Ballantyne and some of the earlier Reid 
0oks, the Henty books, or give him Du Chail- 
lu. I could always interest boys in ‘‘ Lost in 
the jungle.” 

If your friend be one of the girls who seem 
to be wedded to “‘ Elsie’ which, by the way, 
is a very serious case — make an effort to in- 
duce her to read the ‘ Little women” series, 
some of the books of Joanna Matthews, the 
‘* Katy” books by Susan Coolidge, the ‘* Witch 
Winnie” and the ‘‘ Hildegarde” books, and 
others. 

The main thing is that neither should know 
you have intentions to change his or her read- 
ing-matter, and the next thing that he or she 
should become acquainted with other books. 
The change must come from the young people 
and not from the library official. As soon as 
they think that the library official wishes to 
make a change they suspect that it is dofe 
from selfish motives. I have heard it often 
said that these things are done for the effectin 
the annual report, and others would say that 
this is ‘‘ what they are paid for.” It is also my 
sincere belief that in small libraries the libra- 
rian himself should take the greatest interest 
in his juvenile borrowers, and, as much as 
possible, give them his owu personal attention. 
In the large libraries, naturally, means will be 
provided to engage a suitable person for such 


work. Weall know that this has been done 
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already, and I need only to mention the excel- 
lent work which Miss Stearns is doing for the 
children in Milwaukee. 

The effort to guide the reading of grown-up 
persons requires still greater care and tact. 
Here, in fact, nothing but direct interest in the 
borrower will lead to success. If you can tell 
Mr. A that you have a book in the library which 
you know that he would like, and if his ex- 
pectations of the book are realized, he will 


j always remember it gratefully, and the first 


step toward gaining his confidence will have 
been made, 
If there are a large number of workingmen 


| among the users of the library, you will gain 


their confidence by placing in their hands such 
books as will naturally interest and benefit 
them in their trade. In such a manner a 
mutual personal relation between library and 


such relations will be lasting and fruitful in 


| reader is established, and it will be found that 
| 


| their results. 

Even the inveterate novel-reader must be 
treated with due consideration, and he or she 
will gratefully accept the better novel for the 
good — only be sure that it is really a better 
novel, that is to say, more suitable for the per- 


son who is to read it. 





I presume all these efforts for advancing 
and improving the character of reading by per- 
sonal attention are more feasible in a small 


library than in a very large one. But each li- 


brary willing to fill its mission will find some 
persons who can be guided and influenced. 
Efforts to influence a large number of read- 
ers to better appreciation and use of the library 
+7 
il 


will first consist in the co-operation of library 


7 
and school. There has been a great deal 


written and said about this, and bibliothecal 
literature suggests various ways in which li- 


braries have made themselves useful to the 
public schools. A word, however, may be al- 
lowed in this connection about the library in- 


fluencing teachers. While it would be unwise 


for the librarian or his assistants to try to 
direct the teachers’ general reading, the 
teacher does not and cannot know the re- 
sources of the library in advancing his inter- 
ests as a teacher in his individual school, 
Here personal acquaintance with the teacher 
is the only remedy. The catalogs and lists 
may be ever so well arranged, and cross-refer- 
ences and notes may be scholarly and explicit ; 





| still the majority of teachers will be at loss 
what to ask for, where to find justexactly what 
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they want. Even if admitted to the shelves, 
the large number of books will bewilder them, 
‘ 


itt 


and the natural 


it of time will prevent a 
very careful selection. And only direct per- 
sonal influence, with a knowledge of the school 
curriculum on the one hand and a knowledge 
of the resources of the educational department 
yf the library on the other, will bring the right 
book in the right hands at the right time. 


If you cannot influence the teachers in your 





school, make yourself acquainted with the 


superintendent and principal. Find out what 


they expect of their teachers and of the school, 





and the influence of the superintendent and 


principal will be with y n each case, and in 
a short time you will find that the teachers 
will use the library systematically and to mu- 
tual benefit of all parties concerned, namely, 
teacher, school, and library. 

Io improve the general character of reading 
PF 


of larger groups of readers, the librarian must 


take an active interest in all societies that are 
formed for mutual improvement by study and 
research. I recall when the library which I 
have the honor to represent contained only a 
few thousand volumes (it is not very large now 
that it was very difficult to aid and direct study 
classes, reading circles, and debating clubs in 


their work, and after careful investigation | 
came to the conclusion that the only way in 
which a small library can make itself felt i 
these societies and be of use to them is by in- 
luencing the topic or program committee to 
compile their programs at the library, and thus 
instead of asking afterward for what the 

brary has not, make use of the books which 


the library has, no matter how few. 


Che next step in the directing to goo 
ture is the effort of the library to furnish in- 
formation on such topics as are of current 

iterest. If America is interested in Venezuela 

let the library make it known through the 

cal papers and through special lists that 

it has books on this subject If Cuba is 

the topic of the day, let the same thing be 

done forCuba. If currency is the all-absorhing 
| 


subject, have all pamphlets and magazine ar- 


ticles at your disposal that will give informa 
tion on both sides of the question, and you will 
find that without any further efforts the public 
at large will make use of the library in other 
ways than for recreation only. 

A word might be said regarding the recrea- 
tive reading furnished by the library It is an 


acknowledged fact that a large proportion of 


| 
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the books issued by public libraries is poy 


fiction. roper, and here the li 


brary may exert a healthful influence by guid- 


ing unconsciously the readers to the very best 
kind of fiction, simply by constantly bringing 


} } 


the very best novels before them for selection. 
I believe it is far better, instead of admitting the 
so-called ‘‘ novel fiend t the shelves, where 
he orshe will only be embarrassed by the large 


number, to keep near to the delivery-desk a 


1umber of carefully-selected novels and hand 
these toany reader who is willing to select from 


books. In thismanner, without giving offence, 
f 


this class of 


the character of the reading o 


readers will gradual e improved 


} 


The compilation, and if possible, the publica- 


| 


tion, either through the daily press or other- 


wise, of lists of g 1 books, be they new or 
old, will bring before the eye, not only of the 
user of the library but the public at large, 
the best books in the various departments of 
literature that the library contains 

But what can the library do for those hun- 
dreds of readers who never come near it, and 
are, as it were, beyond itsinfluence? Thereis 
one thing certain, that a large majority of those 


who do not use the library are buyi 





ig litera- 


ture of some kind or another 


Curious to ob 
serve this, I once spent a Saturday evening in 
one of the local book-siores in order to see 
whatis bought and who buys reading-matter. 
This reading-matter varied from the J/’olice 
Ve up to the fashion paper, from the Beadle 


novel through all f 


the grades of paper-covered 
novels up to George Eliot’s ‘‘Romola.” And 
here the problem presented itselfto me: What 
can we do to reach these readers 

Soon after I called upon the book-dealers of 
the place, and offered them the use of our trade 


li} 


l 1 inthis manner making the libra 


iiterature, ane 
ry useful to the local book trade, I called their 
attention to the factthat if they were willing t 
co-operate with the library they certainly could 
improve thecharacter I 
ing before their customers the best class of 


periodicals only, and by calling their attention 
to the best and newest books Whenevera 
rood book is published, and I anticipate the 
demand for it to become quite large, | inforn 
the local dealers of such works, and in this 
manner those that do not use the library virtu- 
illy come within its influence. Last year 
prominent merchant selected at the library 

Christmas stock of literature for his depart 


ment store 
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As far as it came under my observation, | 
am led to believe that since the establishment 
of the library in our place the public at large 
have purchased more and better books than 
they ever did before. I know that there have 
been placed in our city outside of the library 
five complete sets of Duruy’s histories of Rome 
and Greece, de luxe edition; over 200 sets of 
cyclopedias; excellent editions of Ruskin, 
Hugo, Dumas, Scott; also de luxe editions of 
the Riverside classics, and a large number of 
valuable illustrated books on art and books of 
reference; which purchases would never have 
been made had it not been for the quiet elevat- 
ing influence of the library. 

While I have no means of ascertaining how 
far similar work can be done by libraries in 
large cities, I recall that Mr. Hild, of the Chi- 
cago Public Library, has made similar state- 
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ments of the work and influence of his excel- 
lent library. 

There is one thing certain, that the librarian 
and his staff are responsible for the success 
or failure of this influence. If the librarian 
will sit still in his chair and allow the public 
simply to help themselves, but very little of 
this work will be done. But with a librari- 
an willing to do his duty, and with faithful as- 
sistants, wide awake to their possibilities, and 
sympathizing with the reader and with the 
interests of the community, a great deal can be 
accomplished. 

In conclusion, but one more remark, and that 
is, no matter how well, no matter how faith- 
fully the work may be done, there always re- 
mains more to be done. Let us hope that 
to-morrow will be better than to-day, and the 
future brighter than the past. 


THE LIBRARIAN AND THE PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES. 


By ANGELINE ScotTr, Pudlic Library, South Norwalk, Ct. 


AMONG the many questions brought for solu- 
tion to the public library, there is one class of 
inquiries on which the librarian is prone — and 
fairly —to look askance, 

The real student who uses books with a 
workman's knowledge of his tools, or the ig- 
norant but eager seeker of information who 
has to be guided along the highways and by- 
wavs of research, never fail of a cordial wel- 
come; but the prize-question people who wish 
to find out ‘‘ Which president's mother has 
a famous living namesake?” or ‘‘ Which pres- 
ident’s father was a sexton?” and the man 
who has just begun to take an interest in his 
grandfathers, are not as welcome visitcrs to 
the library. The expert genealogist is the 
keenest witted of men in unearthing what he 
wants ; but an awful record of valuable time 


misused is written against the peopl 


e who per- 
sist in first recounting what they know about 
their forebears and then extracting unwilling 
labor from a busy librarian in order to glean 
scanty information about some ancestor un- 
known to fame. Undoubtedly the historical 
activities of such a person may be traced to one 
of the patriotic societies which make Colonial 
or Revolutionary or 1812 ancestry a condition 
of membership; and, if the information we 
procure for this inquirer simply makes him 
think more highly of himself than he ought to 
think, and serves no educational purpose, we 





may well shift the burden of such work on 
other shoulders. 

But there is another side to the question. 
Quoting from the historical sketch of one such 
society, concerning its object: ‘‘A spirit of 
reverence for American traditions seized many 
minds within the last few years, which became 
embodied in the organizations of the descend- 
ants of American patriots; with the object of 
saving such precious relics, traditions, rec- 
ords, and associations with particular places 
as might be preserved.” Here is where the 
public library and the patriotic society meet 
on common ground. The merely personal in- 
terest unlocks an unused door into the past and 
often discloses a surprising amount of local 
history in miniature. Sometimes a man who 
has utterly lacked public spirit comes to be 
very proud of his birthplace when he studies 
the old records and neglected histories for some 
personal reason; and out of this newly-kindled 
respect, is led to make the town some memorial 
gift; perhaps a library building, a collection of 
Americana, an historical museum. The school- 
boy is stimulated by what he learns in compet- 
ing for the prize essay written fur the Sons of 
the American Revolution, to begin reading 
history with a more vivid sense of its reality. 
The thought of Indians here in Connecticut 
and the traces left of them prove to him 
as interesting as the modern Indian of the 
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plains; so that, beginning at home, his int 


extends to the general condition of the cour 


at a given period and the relation of that pe- 


riod to the history of the nation, 


t seems as if the patriotic societies should 
be valuable allies in strengthening the publi 
library inthe department of local history 

The importance of this department is em- 


phasized Justin Winsor, R. G. Thwaites, 


and W. R. Cutter, whose personal experiences 


by 


have entitled them to speak of the value of 


local collections of manuscripts, documents 


u 
deeds, correspondence, and ephemeral pam- 
phlets. Mr. Cutterexhorts the librarian to col- 


lect exhaustively and to save tenaciously every 
book, 


ter relating to the town 


or scrap of printed mat 
Mr 


upers scanned at od 


pamphlet, map, 
hwaites has the 


| ir 
i mi 


daily and weekly | 
the attendant at 


State His- 


utes for historical material by 


the book-counter of the Wisconsin 


torical Library 
Another task commended to the attention of 


phy of 


librarians is that of making a bibliogray 


town or 


pamphlets with ad- 


local history, books written about the 
containing allusions to it, 
dresses, sermons, etc., not forgetting the press 
In Woburn, Mass 
original matter has been gath- 


of the town a very valua- 
ble collection of 


143 


ered, including lists of Revolutionary soldiers 


and old deeds which have beenof much service 
A 
a physician ac- 
W 


R. Cutter has indexed and made available for 


in tracing the descent of property former 
t ; 


town clerk, a postmaster, and 


cumulated the mass of material, which Mr 


x 


reference. 


All of these expedients for collecting local 


history require a good deal of watchful labor, 


and the enthusiasm of the hobbyist would be 


invaluable in discovering the hiding-places of 


the old papers and relics and in cataloging them 


] 


Somebody must tactfully induce people to give 


such material to the library, and how can the 
rk un 


librarian undertake so much extra w 


aided ? 

Here comes in the utility of the patriotic so- 
ciety to the library. Many of the societies do 
not have libraries belonging to their 
tions, and the interested members 
nearly all of the work of collecting and classify- 
ing the material if the librarian would provide 
est 


for its preservation and sugg the working 


methods. In one instance the Daughters of the 
American Revolution aimed to have, some day, 
*Io the Liprary journat of May, 1896, Mr. Cutter 


describes a method he has devised for 


dex in the form of a card catalog 


a genealogical in 
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ind beg c 1 
t ks on | il and state history They 
the k ( nt | c library 

where the ay be used for ference 
Intili the s c a et Supp rt a chapte 
brary. Where there is an assembly-room cor 
nected with the | ar the societies might 
repeat, for the general pul intere ng pt 
grams which had been prepared for the chay 
ter meetings It would also be possible t 
arrange loan ext t f coloni: ttery 

er, turniture, and th ke, if the library has 
in available room fe t pur ¢ Art 
cles exhibited s 1 be labell n such awa 
is to lead those interested to the ks the 
brary, which we i give ore informatior 
about ther 

The chief diff ty reported from a large 
i1umber of rai sv have made an effort 

yng these line s the apathy of the publi 
which might supply the material wanted for 
local history rhe alert librarian needs 1 
irging to idertake the development of this 
lepartment of library work, if he is enc raged 


by gifts which need to be cared for. 

At some time when the library has been use 
ful to a al pati t society in prov ng 
genealogical and historical data, while the 
members of it are holding the service in grate 


ful remembrance, let the librarian show the 


society how much good historical work it may 


lo for the library. 


Excepting books (and not always excepting 
them) the material should be given the library 


rdinary funds may not be dive 


so that the ordi 


the 


t 
rte 


from purchase of books in general and 


constant demand This is the implied criticisn 


of the ‘‘ Plea for local history in the proposes 


‘* Library primer” ; while it commends ina ratl 


er half-hearted way, it must be confessed, the 
bringing of societies organized for the j urpose 
of collecting historical material into co-opera 
tive relations with the library Mr. Thwaites 
has entered a vigorous protest against slight 
ng local history by inference in the ‘* Primer, 
which was published in 7x Lihrar Jur 
1896; and in closing he insists that the libra 
rian of a community is best equipped for thi 
task In the one department of the history ar 
bibliography of its own locality it is possible 
for the smallest country |! iry to excel the 
reat metropolitan library —all of which or 
ces the responsibility of accomplishing t 
rk on the librarian; and if he can enlist the 
assistance of whatever historical and patrioti: 
societies exist in his town, so much the better. 
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LOCAL HISTORY 
LIBRARIES. 


rHE GATHERING OF 
MATERIALS BY PUBLIC 


At the Ashland meeting of the Wisconsin 
Library Association. held Nov. 13, 1896, R. 
G. Thwaites, secretary of the Wisconsin His- 
torical Society, and one of the members of 
the state free library commission, spoke on 
‘* The gathering of local history materials by 
public libraries."" His remarks were so practi- 
cally useful in scope and subject, that a brief 
synopsis of the address is here given toa wider 
audience than that to which it was originally 
presented. 

There is always a deep and general popular 
interest in old pamphlets, newspaper files, and 
the odds and ends of printed matter issued 
in ephemeral form, provided they are old 
enough to have ceased to be commonplace. 
That with which we are all familiar is com- 
monplace, and generaliy held in slight value; 
but the commonplaces of one generation are 
the treasured relics of the next. It is not 
mere idle curiosity, this interest of ours in the 
things with which our fathers were familiar. 
Relics in museums enable us more accurately 
in imagination to re-dress the stage of history; 
but the literary ephemera of other days, pre- 
served in libraries, are still more valuable as 
mirrors of the past. The chance advertise- 
ment in the old newspaper, the tattered play- 
bill, the quaintly-phrased pamphlet, or musty 
diary or letter of a former time, mean more to 
the modern historian than any other form of 
historical record. In earlier days history was 
thought to be simply the doings of monarchs 
and the conduct of campaigns; but Macaulay 
and Green have shown us that the history of 
the people is what benefits us most — how John 
and Mary lived in their wayside cottage, how 
Peter and Paul bargained in the market-place, 
how the literati toiled in Grub street, and how 
seafarers journeyed over the face of the deep. 

Recently Woodrow Wilson said, atthe Prince- 
ton sesqui-centennial: ‘.The world’s memory 
must be kept alive, or we shall never see an 
end of its old mistakes. We are in danger 
to become infantile in every generation, This 
is the real menace under which we cower in 
this age of change.” It is the office of the 
historian to keep the world’s history alive. 
There will never be an end of the writing of 
history. Some one has truly said. each gen- 
eration must write all past history afresh, from 
its own changing standpoint. 
may continue, and with increasing advantage, 
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jetsam of the middle of the 17th century — 
pamphlets, circulars, prospectuses, broadsides, 
programs, and what not — each one carefully 
labelled by the industrious London bookseller, 
Thomason, with the date of its acquisition. 
Thus we have, for the entire period of the 
civil war in England, a faithful day-by-day 
picture of surpassing interest and value, to 
which historians are ever turning as to an in- 
haustible mine of material, and concerning 
which Macaulay and a host of others have re- 
corded words of the warmest praise. 

In olden times enterprises of this character 
were left to the chance of individual initiative. 
To-day they may be better, more systematically 
done by public librarians. It is not possible, 
nor is it advisable, for every public library to 
engage in a task of this character upon any 
extended scale. Itis sufficient thata few great 
libraries undertake missions of this sort — li- 
braries, perhaps, in widely-separated cities — 
but certain it is that each public library can and 
should make collections of this character for its 


| own community, and the library at the county 


seat should seek to cover so far as may be its 
own county. 

In specifying what the local library should 
make a serious business of collecting, Mr. 
Thwaites laid special stress upon newspaper 
files, the datly or weekly mirror of the com- 
munity’s life ; and these files should, if possi- 
ble, be complete back to the beginning. He 
urged that all manner of published reports be 


| obtained — of the common council, the county 


But that this | 


there must never be an end of accumulating | 


historical material; each generation must ac- 
cumulate its own, for the benefit of its suc- 
cessor. 

In the libraries of the old world there are 
magnificent collections of broadsides, 


many 
tracts, pamphlets, which earnest, 


leaflets, 


board of supervisors, the various public insti- 
tutions located in the community; the pub- 
lished memorial sermons, society year-books, 
printed rules and constitutions of local lodges, 
catalogs and programs of local colleges and 
academies, published addresses of every sort ; 
any manner of literature published by the 
churches, whether in the form of papers, mem- 
bership lists, appeals for aid, or what not; 
programs of local musicales, concerts, veteran 
camp-fires, etc., would be found in time to 
have great interest to the local historian. In 
fact, it is difficult to say what should not be 
collected, for all of this printed material will 
prove in due course of time to be a fund of 
information which shall make the library a 
Mecca for all who wish for any purpose to re- 
fresh their memory relative to the life of the 
town. 

Just as we regard everything familiar as 
commonplace and worthless, we delude 
ourselves with the notion that we and ours are 
to live always. Librarians should remember 
that this generation and its affairs are but 
passing phases of world-life; in due course 
what they have gathered of the literary drift- 
wood of to-day will be of priceless value to 
their successors in office. All of us librarians 


do 


| are missionaries unto the present generation : 


thoughtful men have, in past generations, ac- | 


cumulated for our benefit. One of the most 
notable of.these is the collection known as the 
Thomason Tracts, in the British Museum; 
30,000 specimens of the literary flotsam and 


but let us, in our zeal for present results, not 
forget to be as well missionaries unto the fut- 
ure, and thereby earn the praise which comes 
to him who plants a tree for the delectation of 
those who come after. 
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‘* THE best books « 
were discussed and « 


the New York Librar 


York Library Clut 


occupied the greater 
and was closely modelled o1 
log discussion at Cleveland. 
list of 489 of the leading books | 
been prepared at the New York State Library, 
and copies were distributed to those present at 
the meeting. The various classes of 
were presented by 
were, however, not limited in their ch 
the printed list, to which additions 
by nearly every speaker. ~ 
less discussion than 
evening at Cleveland, 
most interesting and suggestive 
ment of these ‘‘ book-talks’ 
brary meetings within 
indicates that they 
value to the librarian 
books to put in his 
little time in which to acquire that knowled 
It shows also that in addition to i 
book from the outsi 
classified, cataloged, 
time can be well and 
brary meetings, to look upon 


as literature. 


The following list gives the t 
visions of Reference, 


" 


Relig 


useful 


} ks 
I ‘ 


Presented by W 


tile Library. A selection only of the tit 
ed by Mr. Peoples is given. 
American book-prices current ; 
Livingston. Dodd. 
The arrangement comprises 
sales) and is in one alph 
American catalogue of books re 
1899, to June 30, 1895 


ly. $15. 


Book- prices current 


$7.70 


Bowerman, G: Franklin, comp 
liography of the religi 
the U. S.; to which 
most important Cath 
comp. by J. H. McMahon. Cathedral Lil 


Assoc. 75 ¢ 


Gives in systematic form references 
best books on the history, doctrine, 
of Am. churches, with publi 


Verzeichnis der im deuts Li 

erschienenen wu. neu auferlegten 

Landkarten, Zeitschriften, 

cember, 1895, and January-June, 

: [Catalogue of books, etc., publishe 


many from July—Dec., 1895, and Jan 
Leipzig, Hinrichs. 


1896. | 





BOOKS O}] 








ast two years 


rofitably spare¢ 


yn, Social scier ‘ 
arts, and Fine art, as presented at the 
meeting, with brief comment by the re 
It will be followed in a succeeding issue by 
books in the remaining classes. 








ic works of the wor 
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Superintendent of Documents. Washington, | Coyle, J: P. The spirit in literature and life. 


Gov. Print. Office. an. p. 
Wood, Katharine P., comp. Quotations for oc- 
casions. Century. $1.50. 


Arranged and indexed under subjects; the 
book contains about. 2500 quotations, covering 
all parts of a dinner menu, and special selec- 
tions for men's dinners, dances, etc. 


PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS, 

Reviewed by E. C. Richardson, 
University. 
Harris, G. 


Princeton 


Moral evolution. Houghton. $2. 


Hirsch,W. Genius and degeneration. Apple- 
ton. $3.50. 

Jordan, D: S. Care and culture of men. Whit- 
taker. $1.50. 

Sully, James. Studies of childhood. Apple- 


ton. 2.50. 

These four books are first-class works by 
first-class authors, and are especially vouched 
for by Prof. Warren, of Princeton. 

Bigelow, J: Mysteryofsleep. Harper. $1.50. 

Horton, R. F. On the art of living together. 
Dodd. 50 ¢c. 

Whitney, A/rs, A. D. T. Friendly letters to 
girlfriends. Houghton. $1.25. 
Undoubtedly good books for what they were 

intended. Mr. Bigelow’s work has, perhaps, 
a little too much of the ‘‘mystery” part of its 
title; Dr. Horton’s, while cleverly written, as 
usual, is, perhaps, no better than than some of 
his other works. These three books might be 
omitted from a library in order to admit three 
others which are more important than any pre- 
viously noted. These are 

1. Weber, Alfr. History of philosophy; au- 

thorized tr. by F. Thilly. Scribner. set, 
$2.50. 


Valuable for every library, large or small; | 


for subject-matter, arrangement, style, and 
readableness it is the best outline history of 
philosophy that we have in English. 

Titchener, E: B. Outline of psychology. 

Macmillan. w#e?, $1.50. 

Regarded as less readable than Weber, but 

the only really good up-to-date complete out- 

line of the modern psychology, in which there 

has been so much change and progress of late. 

I find it exceedingly interesting as well. 

3. Butler, Jos. Works; ed. by W: E, Gladstone. 
2v. Macmillan. set, $7. 

For form, arrangement, annotation, and 
especially for luminous paragraph headings 
which are inserted, it is a model edition, and 
is bound to be the standard one for libraries. 


° 


RELIGION, 


Reviewed by E. C. Richardson, Princeton 

University. 

Abbott, Lyman. Christianity and social prob- 
problems. Houghton. $1.25. 

Generally received as distinctly the best sys- 
tematic attempt to show the direct bearing of 
Christ's life and teaching on social matters; 
scholarly, practicable, readable. 

Abrahams, Israel. Jewish life in the Middle 

Ages. Macmillan. $1.75. 


Packed with valuable information. 


Houghton. $1.50. 

A stimulating book. 

Davids, T. W. R. Buddhism, its history and 
literature. Putnam. $1.50. 

Perhaps the best book on the science of re- 
ligion during the year for use in general libra- 
ries ; candid and careful. 

Donald, E.W. Expansion of religion. 
ton. $1.50. 

Lectures; forcible, readable, brusque in style 
to the point of abruptness ; belongs to liberal 
school. 

Froude, J. A. Lectures on 

Trent. Scribner. $2. 

Necessary in every well-regulated library. 


Hough- 


the Council of 


Moulton, R: G. Literary study of the Bible. 
Heath. $2 

—— and others. The Bible as _ literature. 
Crowell. $1.50. 


Moulton in his various works on the Bibleas 
literature is doing important work, almost too 
well known to mention ; his books are useful, 
though perhaps it is not necessary for the small 
library to have all of them. 

Schurman, J. G. Agnosticism and religion. 

Scribner. $1. 

Interesting; unconservative. 
Shields, C: W., and others. 

Scribner. $1. 

Five lectures by men of different denomina- 
tions. 

Van Dyke, H: J. Gospel for an age of doubt. 

Macmillan. $1.75. 

Excellent from every point of view, and so 


Church unity. 


| excellent from a literary point of view as to 











make it doubly profitable. 
Vincent, M. R. Age of Hildebrand. 
tian Literature Co. $1.50. 

An example of historial work made interest- 
ing by aninteresting style. 

Watson, J: Cure ofsouls. Dodd. $1.50. 
Mind of the Master. Dodd. $1.50. 

Both well written and practical ; the former 
is exceedingly helpful, beyond most books of 
the sort, to theological students or ministers. 
White, A. D. History of the warfare of sci- 

ence with theology in Christendom. 2 v. 

Appleton. $5. 

Unacceptable tothe most orthodox, but shows 
less anti-religious and even anti-theological bias 
than Dr. White has sometimes been credited 
with, and is a valuable contribution. 

The whole list in theology is good, and to 
none of the books listed can exception be taken. 
If any must be omitted to make room for others 
the following might be spared 
Farrar, F. W., and others. The Bible and the 


Chris- 





child. Macmillan. $1. 

Guerber, H. A. Legends of the Virgin and 
Christ. Dodd. $1.50. 

Ramsay, W. M. St. Paul. Putnam. $3. 


A dditions to the list should include 
1. Fisher,G:P. History of Christian doctrine. 
Scribner. set, $2.50. 
A complete, comprehensive, judicious sur- 
vey of the whole field in small compass. 
2. Argyll, Duke of. Philosophy of belief. 
Scribner. $5. 
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The crown of a series, and received by au- 
thorities as a very interesting book. 
3. Byington, E. H. The Puritan in England 
and New England. Roberts. $2. 
Of special interest for New England libraries 
Strong, T: B. Christian ethics. Longmans 
$s. 
Bampton lectures for 1895; somewhat heavy} 
learned and powerful. 
Speer, Rob. E. Study of the man Christ Jesus 
Revell. 75 c. 
Harris, S 
Scribner. met, $5. 
Important and valuable, heavy in theme, in- 
teresting in treatment. 


God the creator and lord of all 


SOCIAL SCIENCE. 


Reviewed by Prof. Franklin H. Giddings» 
Columbia University. 

Bowmaker, E: Housing of the working classes 
Scribner. $1. 

Belongs to the Soctal scien , a series 
of unequal merit, in which some valuable books 
and some poor ones have appeared. The 
fact that a book belongs to this series does not 
guarantee its merit. This book is well spoken 
of, but I have not read it. 

Bridgman, R. L. Biennial elections. 
50 c. 

A good exposition of a special subject, though 
not of general interest. 

Commons, J: R. Proportional representation. 
Crowell. $1.75. 

An excellent presentation of the subject. 
Cowles, ]. L: A general freight and passenger 

post. Putnam. 75 ¢. 

A treatise too special in character to be gen- 
erally needed by libraries. 

Cunningham, W: Modern civilization in sc me 
of its economic aspects. Scribner. $1. 
Good on superficial aspects of the subject. 

Dickinson, G. L. Development of Parliament 
during the roth century. Longman’s. $2.50. 
A useful book on a subject that is naturally 

of limited interest; necessary to a library 

Dixon, F. H. State railroad control, with a 
history of itsdevelopmentinlowa. Crowell 
$1.75. 

Useful; but so special in its relation to a 
single state as to make it of less general value. 
Ede, W.M. Attitude of the church to some of 

the social problems of town life. Macmillan. 


oc. 


ri¢ 


Heath. 


net, 

Relative in its point of view, the 
lectures of 1895; fair. 
Fairbanks, Arthur. 

Scribner. $2. 

In many respects a good book, but not con 
pletely worked out. 

Ferri, Enrico. Criminal sociology. 
$1.50. 

The best book for the general reader who 
wants to know something of the Italian school 
of criminology; deals with the problem in a 
large way, and is better balanced than Lom 
broso’s works on the subject 
Flint, Robert. Socialism. Lippincott. $3.2 

Superficial; should not be the only book on 
the subject in any library. 


Hulsean 


Introduction to sociology 


API letor 
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Follett, M. P 
Representatives. 


rhe speaker of the House of 
Longmans. $1.75 


One of the best books of the year; a stand- 
ard treatise on a subject that has not received 
special attention 
Godkin, E.L. Problems of modern democracy 

Scribner o2. 

An admirable work. 

Hadley, A. T. Economics. Putnam. §2.5 





k, and is used 


take classes 
oks as the more advanced work 
es of the subject 
discusses everything in close relation t 
fthetime. Contains athorough 
study of speculation. 


Intended as a 
by teachers who 
through two | 
Gives the elementary prin 
and 


the questions « 


Hobson, J: A. Problem of the unemployed. 
Scribner. $1. 

Thoroughly good; the best smal! book or 
the subject. 

Howe, F: C. Taxation taxes in the U. S. 
under the internal revenue system, 1791 
1805 Crowell $1.7 
One of the necessary books; deals with a 

subject not covered by others. 

Keasbey,L.M. Nicaragua canal and the M 


roe doctrine. Putnam. $3.50. 
rhe result of long and patient study of our 


relations to Panama 


and Nicaragua; origina 
in its treatment of economic and political ques- 
tions. 
Le Bon, Gustave The crowd, Macmillar 


ad | 


A study of the 


psychology of crowds —the 


way in which men's emotions and actions are 
influenced by being massed; extended also to 
include a study of legislative and public as- 
semblies along the same lines. The subject 


to the average reader, and this is the 


is new 
only book treating of it in English It is in 
teresting and suggestive Ihe chief criticism 
sthat the author is largely indebted for his 
material to Prof. Tarde, his countryman, and 
has not made due acknowledgment of the fact 
Lecky. W: E. H. Democracy and liberty. 
Macmillan 2 \ , $s. 
Interesting and usef inadequate from the 
standpoint of democracy, but fair 
Lowell, A. I Governments and parties in 


continental Europe. Houghton ’ ti. 
A great book; one of the casional books. 
Should be in every library. 
McKechnie, W:S. The state and the individ 


ual, Macmillan. §$ 
Should not go 
McPherson, L.G 


perficial 


nto sma ipraries 


Phe monetary and banking 


pre em Appleton 1 

Well spoken of; not known to reviewer 
Nicholson, 7. S Strikes and social problems. 

Macmillan. $1.25. 


Best small book on the question 
Patton, J. H. Political parties in 
New Amsterdam Book Co, $1.2 


General in its treatment 


Sears, Hamblen Governments of the world 
to-day Flood 31.75 
4A Chautauqua book; fair and clear 
Spahr,C. B. Essay on the present distributior 
of wealth inthe U.S. Crowell. $1.5 
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A book that must be had as the only work 
dealing with the question; but it cannot be 
unqualifiedly recommended. The conclusions 
reached are frequently unsound. 

Spencer, Herbert. The principles of sociology, 

v.3. Appleton. $2. 

Vol. 8 of the great ‘‘System of synthetic 
philosophy,” and well up to the earlier level of 
the works produced by this greatest thinker of 
modern times. ] 


Devotes considerable space to 
modern economic methods, and points out that 


much of slavery still lingers in the wages 
system. 
Taussig, F. W. Wages and capital. Apple- 
ton. $1.50 
Historically good; the best account of the 


wages fund doctrine. 
Thompson, H. M. 


> 


A first-class book ; one of the best accounts 
of Russian affairs. 
Walker, F. A. 

Holt. $1.25. 

Notable as the last work of its author; a very 
able plea for bimetallism and the best book on 
that subject 
Wells, D: A., 

Putnam. 

An admirable series of 
tional arbitration ; Mr. Schurz's pay 
cially excellent. 
jilloughby, W. W. 
ure of the state. 
Excellent; one of the best book 
ever produced in this country. 

Additions should include 
Stimson, F. J. Handbook to the labor laws of 

the U.S. Scribner. $1.50. 

The title suggests a law-book, but this little 
volume gives much useful information on boy- 
cotting, black-listing, rights of strikers, condi- 
tion of factory etc., and would be 
generally useful in a library. 

Chance, W. C. Better administration 


Russian politics. Holt. 


International bimetallism 


ind others. Americaand Europe. 
articles on interna- 
er is espe- 
Examination of the nat 
Macmillan. $3. 

s of the 





sort 


worker, 


»f the 


poor laws. Lond., Sonnenschein. 

4 book that tells about the problems of the 
idministration of charity and the great lessons 
to be drawn from these matters in England 


ander the old poor laws. 

Taylor, H.O. Ancient ideals. 2 v. 
$<.s50 

Gannett, H Building of a nation. N. Y., 
Se: Be A : 


Putnam. 


Thomas. i“ , $2.50. 


A summary of the 11th census, strongly 
commended for library reference; pub. in 
1895 
Giddings, F. H. Principles of sociology. Mac- 

millan. wet, $ 
Mallock, W. H. Masses and classes. Edin- 


boro, Black. 
Pollock, Sir F. 
Macmillan. 


First book of jurisprudence. 


NATURAT IENCE AND EFUL ARTS 


Reviewed by T: L. Montgomery, Wagner 
Free Institute of Science, Philadelphia. 

In taking up the list of the books on 
ence for popular libraries one is always struck 
with the fact that it is made up mostly of 


sci- 
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juvenile literature with a sprinkling of books 
which touch but lightly upon the scientific side 
of the subjects they gossip upon, and are classi- 
fied as scientific because no one knows where 
else to put them. 

In the list of scientific books 
for discussion the following 
special comment 
Abbott,C: C. Bird-land echoes 

So 


of 1896 prepared 
are named for 


Lippincott. 


$2. 

This is not a scientific book, but is much 
more orderly in arrangement than is usual 
with the author. The chapters are devoted to 
special classes of birds which are disposed of 

an entertaining manner. The illustrations 
seem to be from photographs taken after a 
most sumptuous diet of worms, as the puffed- 
out appearance of the breasts is far from nat- 
ural. 
Bonney, T. G. Ice work past 

Appleton. $1.50. 

Suitable forthe advanced student. It covers 
only the ice work in Great Britain, as only 10 
pagesare givento America. It is well written, 
but very poorly illustrated. 
Britton, N. L., and Brown, 

trated flora. In jv. v. 

weed. Scribner. $3. 

An admirable work. 
Chambers, G: F. Story of the solar system. 


and present. 


Edison. An illus- 
1, Ferns to carpet 


Appleton. 4oc. 
Unscientific ; ‘superficial; of very slight 
value. 


Dana, A/rs., F. T. Plants and their children 
Am. Book Co. 65 c¢. 

A capital book for young people; interesting 
and accurate. 

Furneaux, W. S. Life in ponds 
Longmans. $3.50 
A most excel'ent book for popular use. 

Lowell, Percival, Mars. 

A most interesting statement of the broad, 
physical features of the planet's surface, the 
origin of which it seems to the author impos- 
sible to ascribe to other than intelligent agen- 
cies. 

Martin, E: A. 
pleton. 4o0c. 
Excellent of its kind; « 

ing. 

Mason, W: P. Water-supply. Wiley. $s. 
Full of facts gathered from various sources 

and has the merit of being a small volume 

Mathews, F. S. Familiar trees and 
leaves. Appleton. $1.75 
A most useful book. It has very good illus- 

trations, drawn from nature bythe author, and 

the text reveals the «sthetic as well as scien- 
tific side of the subject. 

Meadowcroft, W: H. The ABC of the X ray 
Am. Technical Book Co. 75 c. 
A good popular treatise. 

Munro, J: Story of electricity 
40 c. 

A book to create interest in scientific things; 
simply and accurately told. 
Robinson, R. E. In New England fields and 

woods. Houghton. $1.25. 

Composed of a series of papers written by a 


and streams 


Story of a piece of coal 


Ap- 


mpact and interest- 


their 


Appleton. 
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keen sportsman [he book is most entertair 
ing. The sketches first appeared in Forest an 


Stream, and they possess now a melancholy 
interest from the fact that the author has be- 
come blind. 

Smith, J: B. Economic entomology. Lippin- 


rf ' 
cott. $2.5 
One ot the best popular books on the sub- 
ject. It ison the whole preferable to Com- 
stock; while the plates are not so well done 


as in that work, they are much more numerous 

and instructive 

Thompson, E. P. Roer 1 phe 
nomena of the anode 
Nostrand. $1.s0., 
Probably the best book on the subject writ- 





ten during the year. 
lorrey, Bradford. Spring notes from Tennes 
see. Houghton. $1.25 


Useful for the list of birds found by the ar 
thor at Chattanooga. 
Wegmann, |! Water-supply of the city of 
New York. Wiley. $1 
An interesting historical desc 
New York system; its many excellent plates 
make it valuable to any engineer engaged in 
the construction of water-works 
Witchell,C: A. Evolution of rdsong Mac 
millan, $1.75. 


reats of asubject not hitherto handled very 
ystematically by ornithologists. The author 
is been 15 years in collecting his data; the 
plates are | r. 











Nort! ipton, Mas 

rhe ‘ iv iferest in art which has 
vept « Y ntry in the last decade has 
nad it I t et establish I 
art department even in tow: ur l 
setting one four lines of | st nece 
sary: Works of a I cs 1 art tech 
Books on t t tics, « ticis 
und t his es. Sy work tI « not 
mean pictures and statues, those are beyond 


the means of the town library: the $100 or $20 
which one poor picture would cost would be 
much bett spent in procur r re | 
or heliogravure representations 
eces of paintir tur nd 


r 

, works on tech- 
all library should buy last; they 
|; the artist, if there is one inthe 
| ' rovide these for himself But 
the third class, the works of zxsthetics, crit 

cism, inspiration, works which will explain, ex 

cite, develop, guide the sense of beauty, works 
of which we find three very different examples 
in the writings of Ruskin, Van Brunt, and 
Hamerton, these should not beabsent. There is 


nothing so likely to kill a rising interest in art 
is feeding it with dry history In art surely 
if anywhere, we need the literature of powe 
wellas the literature of inf atior AY 
vet there not ie of that qualitvin th vi 
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ed list.* For which reasor 


First Santayanas 
Scribner $1 Lowell, in his ‘* Cathe 
lral speaks of 








r 

“ . : . , . . , 

As if ‘ y bor 

I " t ‘ " 
his may be true of t ride etaphysical 
esthetics Mr. Santayar 8 pilof William 
lames, and his sthet ur is is the way 

wadays, founded on psycl gv They are 

not, therefore, always easy reading for the 
learner; while following the method of his 
teacher he has not always succeeded incatchir 
his luminous style But they willrepaya little 
effort with an intelligible theory and with oc- 
casional passages of el juence The para 
graph, for instance n part which the fly 
ing buttress plays in charm of the Gothi 


athedral is the best on that matter that I have 
ever met witt 











Jerenson’s ‘‘ Florentine painté f the Ren- 
aissance”’ [Putnam. $1],a work of what we 
might call the ‘‘ higher criticism "’ in art, 1s in 
genious and instructive, and should be added 
to the shelves that contain his ‘* Lorenzo Lotte 
and ‘*Venetian painters of the Renais 
sance 


Vernon Lee’s ‘‘ Renaissance fancies and 
studies” [Putnam. $1.25] is put in the print- 
ed list among ‘‘ Miscellaneous literati 
belongs in Art; it is entirely on Italian art I 
know there are those who do not rate Vernon 
Lee highly. To me she is delightful. She is 
often able to solve the historic question, ‘‘ Why 
did this painter paintthus and the even more 
mportant questi ‘*Ought I to admire his 
painting?” or ‘‘ Why do I admire it, tho the 

ld 





not?” or ‘‘Why cannot I 


critics sav I sh 


thuse where so many have been enthusiast 
before Take forinstance what she writes of 
the fase ating grace of Bottice s ill-drawt 
figures. It is very a e criticism and g ! 
| hology. Or herclear and eloquent char 
acterization of Italian Renaissance sculpture 
It is admirable, and yet it stifies the title of 
the book, for it is ful f what those who have 
not studied and er ed and been puzzled by 
the charm of t t arve s pt e 
tern * fancies aad 1 ‘ ° o le we 
oe 
File | 1 | ' 
Gar j H ‘ . ‘ 
H A.! I x 
Mar A I A. I Tex 

| r t i t > 

' Cc. . 

1 R ry ait M 

$ 
r | | . “st 
FI H ; ' ¢ 
I a <« T, de 
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ing some of the other essays I have been in- 
clined to say, “ Very gracious fooling.” But 
it is graceful and it is well worth reading. 

I would also add to the list Evans's ‘‘Animal 
symbolism in ecclesiastical architecture” [Holkt. 
$2], a collection of medieval stories and their 
use in medieval church decoration, useful both 
to folklorists and to those who are studying 
Romanesque architecture. 

Goodyear’s ‘‘ History of art”’ [7th ed., rev. 
Barnes. $3] isclear condensed, and interesting 

Statham’s ‘‘ Architecture for general read- 
ers" [Newed. Scribner. $2] treats not only 
of the history of the art but of its principles 
and practice. Its illustrations are from draw- 
ings made by the author, which was necessary 
because they are chiefly of details, not of monu- 
ments, and many separate objects are repre- 
sented in a single full-page plate. Of course 
they are not so attractive as photographs or 
good process plates from photographs. 

The four histories of architecture given in 
the list are all good. Get them all if you can. 
I have enjoyed Sturgis’s ‘‘ European architect- 
ure” best. It is the richest in thought and 
feeling. All four are well illustrated. Of the 
three general histories each has its peculiar 
excellence. Fletcher's has useful parallel col- 
umns comparing the architecture of different 
lands, the Gothic of France and England, for 
instance; Hamlin’s costs least; Mathews traces 
especially the influence of climate, race, re- 
ligion, and politics on architecture, but his 
illustrations are wood-cuts and much inferior to 
the process plates in the others. 

Marquand's ‘‘ History of Greek sculpture 
belongs to the set of college histories of art ed- 
ited by J: C. Vandyke ; its bibliography is good 
and it has a most useful list of addresses of 
sellers of photographs and plaster casts. 

Gardner's ‘‘ Greek sculpture" is a good con- 
densed statement of the present state of knowl- 
edge, doubtful theories being left untouched 
or merely stated; the illustrations are excellent 
but too few 

Tarbell's ‘‘ Greek art" is also well illustrated, 
tho not quite so well. It belongs to the 
** Chautauqua reading course.” 

Muther's “* Modern painting" is not one of 
the first works to be be bought by a small 
library; itis too expensive; but it should not 
be long delayed, for it is a book of living in- 
terest; it treats with fulness and fairness of 
the painters of the day and the art theories 
now under discussion, and its very numerous 

lustrations, though too small for enjoyment 
are a great assistance to the understanding of 
the text 


NEW AIDS FOR READERS. 


A puBLic telephone (pav station) has been es- 
tablished in the Boston Public Library. It is 
in charge of a stenographer, who, in addition 
to ordinary stenographic and copying work, 
will furnish abstract or verbatim copies of rec- 
ords in the public library or accessible in other 
libraries in Boston and its vicinity 
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THE QUESTION OF INDEXES. 

CANNOT something be done, either by the 
American Library Association or by librarians 
individually, to encourage the publication of 
indexes by regular publishers? Something 
which would tend to cultivate what the Nation 
is pleased to term the ‘‘ index conscience” ? 

Within the last few years Macmillan in Eng- 
land and Appleton in this country have pub- 
lished a new edition of the essays of Huxley, 
but there is no index either to the set or to the 
individual volume. A complete index to this 
set would be of great value, both to libraries in 
general and to all students of modern science. 

Spencer's ‘‘ Synthetic philosophy” is another 
good example ; some of the volumes of it are 
indexed and some are not. Such indexes as 
there are in a few of the volumes are very 
meagre instead of being very elaborate, as 
they should be. 

The Macmillan Company has recently com- 
pleted a new and cheap, but excellent edition 
of the works of Dickens. Scribner's Sons are 
about to issuein this country the *‘Gad’s Hill edi- 
tion,” which will be more elaborate. It would 
surely be of great service to all students of fic- 
tion to have a complete dictionary index of 
such sets as these. ‘A dictionary to a set of an 
authors’ novels should cover in one alphabetical 
list (dictionary catalog style) the names of all 
persons and places described, historical events, 
particular abuses attacked, and other things of 
asimilar nature. Following the names of all 
the important characters should be a brief de- 
scription, of three or four lines, in the author's 
own words wherever possible. 

The set of Balzac published by Roberts Bros. 
or the edition now being published by Macmil- 
lan should be treated inthe sameway. Thack- 
eray, Peacock, and many other standard nov- 
elists might be fit subjects for such treatment 
as new and complete editions are published. 

The difficulty in the way of persuading pub- 
lishers to undertake the indexing of their sets 
is that they cannot see how they can get re- 
turns for the compiling, printing, and pubfish- 
ing of such indexes. If librarians were to take 
this matter up and, subjectto definite qualifica- 
tions, agree to purchase these indexes, or cer- 
tain of them, as they might appear, the pub- 
lishers would see that there was an assured 
sale for at least a given number of copies. 
Then if a decided effort were made by librari- 
ans to make the first few of these indexes suc- 
cessful, frem the publisher's point of view, it 
would do much to encourage them in the effort. 

Scribner's Sons will publish an index to their 
** Thistle edition ” of Stevenson, covering some 
25 pages. This, of course, is briefer than it 
might well be, but it is a great step in the right 
direction. It remains to be seen how this will 
be appreciated by the library world. 

I shall be pleased to correspond with any li- 
brarians who are interested in this movement, 
and would much like to see the matter dis- 
cussed in the LIBRARY JOURNAL. 

Francis D. TANDY 
Public Library, Denver. 





AOE Kime 
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THE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY ‘| 


ORLEANS. 


1 NEW 


Tue Fisk Free and Public Library of New 
Orleans was formally opened on the evening 
of Jan. 18. The exercises were held in the | 


brary building (formerly St. Patrick's Hall, the 
home of the Criminal District Cou were 
attended by an audience of some 120) persons 
On the platform were Very Rev. F. Janssens, 
archbishop of New Orleans; Mayor Flower, 
Very Rev. Mgr. Mignot, of the St. Louis 
Cathedral; Right Rev. Davis Sessums, bisho 
of Louisiana; ex-Justice Charles E. Fenner, 
Rabbi I. L. Leucht, of the Touro Synag 
Mr. Frank T. Howard, president of the board 
of commissioners of the Fisk Free and Public 
Library ; ex-Mayor John Fitzpatrick, Messrs. 
A. Baldwin, George W. Flynn, S. H. March 
and A. A. Le Long, of the board of commis 
sioners; Councilman A. Brittin, and others 
Prayer was offered by Archbishop Janssens 
and Mayor Flower, in a short address, trans- 
ferred the library to the contri 


nd 
rt), and 


ogue 


lof Mr. Howard 
president of the board of con 
welcomed those present ‘‘ to the formal open- 
ing of the Fisk Free and Public Library.” Mr. 
Howard accepted the charge of the library, on 


missioners, an 





behalf of the commissioners, in a few words. 
Addresses on the value of the library and 
what its influence should be in the future of 
New Orleans were made by the Right Rev. 
Davis Sessums, Bishop of Louisiana, and by 








Judge Fenner, of New Orleans. The ber 
tion was pronounced by Rabbi Leucht 
exercises were interspersed by orchestral and 


vocal music. 

The history of the Fish 
brary, the first absolutel 
brary of New Orleans, 





readers of the JOURNAL, but it may well be re 
viewed here, now thatthe work of isolidation 
and organization is fully accomplished 


rhe nucleus of the present library was found 


in three modest collections, owned or cor 
trolled by the city, that have now been amal 


The first, the 


w Orleans of 


gamated into a single library. 

Fisk Library, was the gift to N« 
the brothers Abijah and Alvarez Fisk. Itcon- 
sisted originally of a bequest made by Abijah 
Fisk in 1843 to the city of New Orleans, in per- 
petual trust, of a property at the cornerof Cus- 
tomhouse and Bourbon streets, then } 
an income of about $2000 a year, on ¢ 
that the property should be devoted 
maintenance of a free put t 
quest was, of course, mn fici 
establishment of a library, and for 
no direct results. Laier, however, 
Fisk, of Natchez, purchased the 6000 v. priv: 
library of Mr. B. F. French, of New Orleans, 
and in March, 1847, presented it to the city 

order to carry into effect his brother's bequ 


The library thus founded never received very 





lic libs 
rt 


est. 


adequateappropriations or attained much poy 
larity, and in 1853 it was transferred to the 
control of the Mechanics’ Institute ‘‘to be held 


and used for the same and trust under 
which the building and library were held by 


uses 
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y of New Orleans, the rent of the build 
z be applied to the benefit and enlarge 
m«¢ f the library The change did n 
result in the benefits hoped for, and in 1582the 
niversit f I isiana became the success 
and a e of the Mect s’ Institute, a 
was d \ irged Ww the care of the library 
In 1854 the ane | ersity of Louisia 
succeeded the | ersity of lI lisiana as heirs 
and ig ne in ¢ anshif the I b 
Free Library became a pr ge of Tulane 
University { ler its charge the library wa 
faithfully and effective i nistered, andthe 
collecti was increased from 8 to 15,04 
v On the ren al of the university in 15 
irom its n eto new irter 1iesscer 
tral part of the « the university authoritie 
sought permission t sfer the Fisk I 
to the new university | lings Th how 
ever, the city v Id t « ent t feeling 
that the Fisk library was too | e and use 
fula lection ks to be removed s far 
from the bu ¢ ar ge apt l centre of 
the city, and thus th iry re ained in the 
old Mechanics’ Institute t ling until Jan. 1 
1897, when it was transferred to the new li 
rary. 
The second collection to be consolidated into 
the new library was the public schoo! library 
ri. n Library, established in 1844 as a 
subscription circulating library, and moved to 
the city hall in 1849 In the ne few years 
several similar libraries were established, and 
in 1852 the n ncil passed an ord 
nance d ling all the municipalit brarie 
in the city hall under the name of the “ Pul 
lic Library of the City of New Orleans Later 
in 1859, the pr ege of life membershi; 
was extended to ‘‘all the white youths of 
the city and to other contributors « suc 
terms and nditions as might be deemed con 
itible with the interests of the Stitutic 


I l 
For some time after the warthe] 





the loss of many |! gress was 
at a standstill; and ver been a 
prominent factor in fe of the 


city 


he third collection to form part of the new 
library consisted of some 8c« volumes of n 
cellaneous literature that were h ed in the 
state library These have been t1 ferred t 
the new organization, with the intention of 
making the state library essentia a law li- 
brary 

The consolidation of the Fisk Free and Publi 


the ease wit! 





W consolidation was effected when it was 
nce decided upon, more than halfacentury af 
ter the establishment of two separate libraries 
both of which contemplated in their inceptior 
what has now been accomplished, and neither 
f which attained the desirable end until uftite 
with the other The first step towards that 
end was made in 1895, when the Criminal Di 
trict Court was removed from its home in S 

Patrick's hall and the estion of the disp: 
t f the old building was raised. The sug 
gestion that it be used for a public library was 


made and met at once with popula 

















































go 


and in April, 1895, an ordinance was passed 
directing the city to place St. Patrick's hall 
in condition for use as a free circulating 
library, which was to be established by the 
consolidation of the Fisk free library and the 
public library. A board of directors was to be 
appointed to govern the library, to adopt regu- 
lations regarding the use of the books, and to 
exercise authority. On Oct. 2, 1896, this ordi- 
nance was amended by a provision transferring 


> 
“* 


to the control of the board of directors the cus- | 


todianshipof the Fisk free library and itsincome, 
and all balances to the credit of the public li- 
brary, and giving to the board of directors for 
the maintenance of the new library such in- 
come as could be derived from the rental of 
whatever portions of the St. Patrick's hall 
property were not occupied by the library or 
needed by the city for municipal purposes. 
[hus the handling of the funds of the library 
was taken out of the city treasury and away 
from the influences of partisan politics, and the 
board of di-zctors were made directly responsi- 
ble for the administration of the library. The 
board of directors consists of seven members, 
to serve for life, with the mayor, and succeed- 
ing mayors, as ex-officio life members. Mr. F. 
.. Howard, who has been one of the most 
active workers in the library cause, is the 
president. 

During 1896 the work of altering and fitting 
up the building for its new purposes was dili- 
gently carried on, and on Dec. 7 Mr. William 
Beer was elected librarian of the consolidated 


library (see L. J., Jan., p. 52). The library 
begins work with about 34,000 volumes and 
cannot fail, under the effective charge of its | 


librarian, to become a power for good in the 
civic life of New Orleans. Mr. Beer also main- 
tains his position as librarian of the Howard 
library, and he plans the close co-operation of 
the two institutions, the Howard serving as a 
reference library, while the Fisk library carries 
on the work of a more popular circulating 
library. 


f 


r 


ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRAL- 


ASIA. 


LIBRARY 


Tue Library Association of Australasia has | 


published the ‘‘ Account of the proceedings of 
the first Australasian Library Conference,” held 
at Melbourne, April 21 — 24, 1896. The meeting, 
which was the first of the sort held in Australia, 
was reported in the LIBRARY JOURNAL for June, 
1896 (21 ). and the proceedings contain 
much that is of interest and usefulness to li- 
brarians. The pamphlet is a large octavo of 
66 pages, including a full report of the meeting, 
the papers read, list of delegates, constitution, 
and officers of the association, etc. 
treated at more or less length by different speak- 
ers include among others ‘‘ Cataloging,” by H. 
C. L. Anderson, of the New South Wales Public 
Library ; ‘‘ Libraries from the reader's point of 
view,” by Sir Henry Wrixon; ‘‘A modellibrary 
building,” by W. B. Tappin, illustrated with 
plans of one-story and two-story structures; 
** The librarian and his work,” by Hugh Wright 
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and E. L. Armstrong ; ‘*‘ Fiction in public li- 
braries,” by J]. P. Wilson; and ‘‘ The decimal 
classification of Dewey,” by Caleb Hardy 
The president of the association is Hon. Dr 


James Norton, president of the board of trus- 


tees of the New South Wales Public Library 
the secretary is H. C. L. Anderson, principal 
librarian New South Wales Public Library. It 


is planned to hold the 1897 conference in Syd 





ney. In connection with the Melbourne meet- 
ing an interesting loan exhibition of rare, old 
and curious books, bindings, etc., was held in 


the McArthur Gallery under the direction of 
the trustees of the Public Library, Museums, 
and National Gallery of Victoria. The meeting 
was in every way successful and stimulating, 
and the association seems to have entered upon 
its work in the most promising fashion. 


, 
i 





ART FOR THE SCHOOL-ROOM AT 
VER PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

On Dec. 28-31, 18 an exhibition of mounted 
pictures, designed chiefly for school-room pur- 
poses, was displayed at the Denver Public 
Library that was as original in plan as it was 
interesting and successful in result. The exhi- 
bition was held during the annual session of 
the state teachers’ association, which lasted 
for four days and had an attendance of from 
300 to 700 daily. Its purpose was chiefly to 
show what can be done, with material that costs 
little and is easy to get, toward decorating the 
walls of a school-room. The pictures shown 
consisted of full-page illustrations from Scrié- 
ner, Century, Harper's Weekly, Harper's Bazar, 


DEN- 


)9, 


the Ladies’ Home Journal, Life, etc., colored 
supplements from the Art Amateur and Art 
Interchange, colored cartoons from Puck and 


Judge, magazine or book posters, photographs 
of celebrated scenes and paintings, Japanese 
prints, artists’ sketches from the 4r¢ Ama 
etc. From ro to 20 of each class of picture 
were shown, besides quite large collections 
made in schools of the smaller magazine 
pictures, and they included examples of the 
work of most of the leading American illustra- 
tors. The various classes were grouped sepa- 
rately on screens about seven feet high 
covered with burlap. In the selection and 
preparation of the exhibit, and in the prepara- 
tion of the descriptive circular published con- 
cerning it, the library had the assistance of a 
committee from the Artists’ Club, of Denver. 
This circular, of which ¢« li 


. 


leur, 


& s- 


© copies were d 


tributed, is well worth the attention of libra- 
rians interested in using the influence of the 
public library toward appreciation of art as 
| well as toward appreciation of books. It sets 


The subjects | 


forth briefly the essentials of a good picture, 
tells how the collection was started, and how 
the selecting and mounting are done in the 
schools, and describes the use made of the 
pictures in the school-room and by the library. 
The several kinds of pictures shown are also 
briefly described and their leading features 
pointed out, and a few practical suggestions 
are given as to mounting and exhibiting simi- 
lar collections. 








REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
OF DOCUMENTS. 


[HE second annual report of F. A. Crandall, 
Superintendent of Documents, for the year 
ending June 30, 1896, was issued in the latter 
partof January. As the report for 1895 cov- 
ered a period of only six months, during but 
three of which the work of the office was 
actually in progress, the present report really 
presents the record of the first full year of 
work. During the yearthe Document Office 
has received a total of 486,871 public docu 
ments of all kinds, of which 252,602 v. were 
accumulations from various departments 
were duplicates returned by libraries, an 
about 60,000 were copies received for catalog 





ing purposes. Of the documents receive 
105,170 were distributed to depository libraries 
65,523 to other libraries, 13,550 were dist: 


uted on the order of congressmen, 951 were 
supplied to departments and bureaus to i 
plete official files, and 3581 copies were sold 
bringing in total receipts of $889.09. The re- 
mainder, 297,390 volumes, have been assorted 
classified, and preserved in the Document Office 
for reference. There are now 445 depository li 
braries on the list of the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments; 253 other libraries receive certain gov- 
ernment publications under the provisions of 
the printing law of 1895 ; and an additional lis 
of libraries, numbering 623, has been create 
to receive the publications of the U. S. Geolog 
cal Survey; so that there are in all 1321 libraries 
on the distributing list of the office, as against 
the 421 listed in the preceding report. Dur 
ing 1896 the Document Office has issued 18 
‘* Monthly catalogues,” a ‘‘ Check list of publi 
documents,” a first annual report, a draft « 

a proposed bill to improve present methods of 
government publication, and a ‘* Document 
catalogue” of 638 pages. Mr. ( 

interesting notes on each of these enterprises 
He also describes at some length the establish 


' 
; 





‘randall g 


ment of the ‘‘document library.” which now 
contains about 15,000 v., and which it is hope 
in time may be madea fully complete and a 
cessible collection of government issue The 
whole report is well worth reading, and is 


mended to the attention of librariar 





REVIEWS AND CRITICISMS FOR READ. 
ERS 

Mr. A. E. Bosrwick, librarian of the New 
York Free Circulating Library, says in the re 
cently issued (17th) report of thatlibrary: ‘‘Work 
has been begun on a collection of criticisms 
and reviews to be made accessible to the pul 
lic. Itis hoped that this may in some degree 
present the advantages of access to the shelves 
without any of its disadvantages. The crit 
cisms, clipped from the current literary maga 
zines, which were formerly sold for old paper 
are pasted on cards about five inches square 
and filed away, alphabetically by authors, like 
catalog cards, each having a written heading 
including author’s name, title, and call num- 
ber. 





February, '97] THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


meeting was called 





Soule, Flint, Skinner, and Miss Ke 








g! 


American Cibrarn Association, 


Brett, Public Library 
H s, ¢ umbus 
| | Library 
‘ I An Library 
at & ! a | 
Ww alic t order \ 
f } 
JO | Phe r the 
y 5 ¢ iry tia 4 I 
ated t ‘ ance with 
ness 5 tee i el ’ 
e re r f the 
s er the 
@ @ ‘ «} ed 
‘ t 4 
t e pr det e othe 
s Dewey ar Bow ke 
e « ! tee Ving tI ne 
ard had 1 hority t 
incorpor n,t specia 
As a basis ford ussior 
flered the f W rf 
} he American Library Ass« 
executive board, or sucl 
t, to take any steps 
re the reincorporation of 
t of Congress inste 
s I etts, pre led that 
e executive board such re 
tX ractical ind t 


i that at the hearing before 


n the Library of Congress, 


Dec. 1 and 2, 1896, Hon. 
mittee, suggested such 
lat the act might include a 


ittee of the associat 1 


ard of visitors to the Library 





nder consideration the matter of procuring 


omr was cepted 
in Ww h Messtr Baker 
M took 
the following substitute 
er 
c ve board take 
1 report there to the 
i eting he A. I \ 
urther remarks |} Messrs. Flint, Ne 
Bowker, allin f or of the 
Carr's substitute was carr 
the official | ness of the 
been called only for the 


i that the proceedings « 


nference would probably be 


NER M. JONI Reeorder 


g2 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


A. L. A. SPECIAL MEETING: ATTENDANCE 
REGISTER. 
* preceding name indicates non-members of A. L. A 


Anderson, Edwin H. Ln. Carnegie L., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Andrews, Clement W. Ln. John Crerar L., 
Chicago. 

Baker, G: H. Ln. Columbia College L., N. Y. 
City. 

Bigelow, Frank C. Ln. New York Society L., 
N. Y. City. 

*Billings, J: S. Ln. New York P. L., N. Y. 
City. 

Bowker, R. R. Liprary jouRNAL, N. Y. City. 

Brainerd, Helen E. Cataloger Columbia Col- 
lege L., N. Y. City. 

Brett, W: H. Loa. P. L., Cleveland, O. 

Browne, Nina E. Ln. Library Bureau, As. 
Secretary A. L. A. Publishing Section, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

Carr, Henry J. Ln. P. L., Scranton, Pa. 

*Collar, Mildred A. Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 

Eames, Wilberforce. Ln, Lenox L., N. Y. 
City. 

*Farman, Mary E. As. P. L., Newark, N. J. 

Flint, Weston. Washington, D. C. : 

Haines, Helen E. Lisrary journaL, N. Y. 
City. 

Haines, Martha B. As. P. L., Newark, N. J 

Hayes, Rutherford P. State Library Commis- 
sioner, Columbus, O. 

Herzog, Alfred C. Ln. P. L., Bayonne, N. J. 

Iles, G: Journalist, N. Y. City. 

Jones, Gardner M. Lao. P. L., Salem, Mass. 

Kates, Clarence S. F. L., Philadelphia. 

Kelso, Tessa L. Ex-Ln., with Charles Scrib- 
ner’s Sons, N. Y. City. 

Lemcke, E., of Lemcke & Buechner, N. Y. 
City. 

Lowenstein, Leon B. Memphis, Tenn. 

Martins, Charlotte. As. Ln. Princeton Univ. 
L., Princeton, N. J. 

Merrill, E: B. Ln. Assoc. of the Bar, N. Y. 
City 

Montgomery, T: L. Ln. Wagner Free Insti- 
tute of Science, Philadelphia. 

Moore, Annie C. As. Pratt Institute F. L., 
Brooklyn, N. We 

Nelson, C: Alexander. Deputy Ln. Columbia 
College L., N. Y. City. 

Nolan, E:J. Ln. Academy of Natural Sciences, 
Philadelphia. 

*Ogden, Lucy. As. P. L., Newark, N. J. 

Plummer, Mary W. Lo. Pratt Institute F. L., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Prescott, Harriet B. Cataloger Columbia Col- 
lege L., N. Y. City. 

Putnam, Herbert. Ln. P. L., Boston, Mass. 


Rathbone, Josephine A. As. Pratt Institute | 


F. L., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Richardson, Ernest C. Ln. Princeton Univ 
L., Princeton, N. ]. 

Skinner, James A. Ln. N. Y. State Teachers’ 
L., Albany, N. Y. 

Solberg, Thorvald, with Boston Book Co., 
Boston, Mass. 
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Soule, C:C. Trustee P. L., Brookline, Mass. 

Stetson, Willis K. Ln. P. L., New Haven,Ct. 

Stevens, W. F. Ln. Railroad Y. M. C. A. L., 
N. Y. City. 

Stonelake, Isola P. As. P. L., Newark, N. J. 

Thomson, J Ln. F. L., Philadelphia, Pa. 

*Tobitt, Edith. Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, 
a Us 

Underhill, Adelaide. Ref. Ln. Vassar College 
L., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Van Hoevenberg, Alma R. As. Ln. Washing- 
ton Heights L., N. Y. 

Van Zandt, Margaret. As. Columbia College 
L., N. Y. City. 

Wing, J. N., with Charles Scribner's Sons, 
N. Y. City. 

Winser, Beatrice As. Ln. P. L., Newark, 
N. J. 


THE QUESTION OF REINCORPORATION, 


Mr. Herbert Putnam, chairman of the com- 
mittee appointed to consider reincorporation, 
makes the following statement of his views on 
the matter 

I was one of those who last December favored 
immediate action looking tothe reincorporation 
of the A. L. A. under United States laws ; 
I signed the call for the special meeting of the 
A. L. A. held on Feb. 6; and I neverthe- 
less favored the postponement involved in the 
vote passed at that meeting. 

1. The advantages of a national charter for 
the A. L. A. are as clear to me now as they 
were two months ago, ¢.g. A national stand- 
ing. Headquarters in Washington. Advan- 
tages to the association similar to those secured 
to the American Historical Association by its 
federal charter. Possible advantages to fed- 
eral interests similar to those secured to federal 
interests by the charter of the National Acad- 
emy of Sciences. 

Why should of a national association be in- 
corporated under national laws? 

2. Congress is reluctant to grant such special 
charters. It seemed to me, therefore, wise to 
take advantage of Mr. Quigg’s offer to intro- 
duce the bill, and to take advantage of it while 
his interest was fresh. 

The meeting of the A. L. A. had to be noti- 
fied 30 days in advance, so that the call had 
to be issued hastily in order to bring the date 
before the adjournment of Congress. 

But 

3. I had not favored final action by the Asso- 
ciation without a definite assurance in writing 
on the part of Mr. Quigg and the joint com- 
mittee on the library of a continued interest in 
the enterprise and readiness to secure passage 
| of the bill. 

4. At the date of the meeting such assur- 
ance, though requested, had not reached us. 

On the other hand, the original suggestion 
| for the reincorporation of the A. L. A. was 

coupled with a suggestion that it should under- 
take a service in the way of visitation of the 
| nationallibrary. This suggestion also wasad- 
vanced by Mr. Quigg. I did not and do not 
see why the Association should decline to render 
such a service, provided the Library of Con- 
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gress be a national library, whose adminis 
tration is a matter of national concern, and 
provided the A. L. A. be the best representative 
of the experience and judgment of the library 
profession of the United States and of the in 
terests represented in the libraries of the 
United States. 

But such a service was not to be volunteered. 
It should be rendered only upon a request on 
the part of the authorities at Washington, ex- 
plicit, formally expressed, and cordially sup- 
ported by the librarians at Washington. 

Down to the date of the meeting such a 
request in such form had not been received. 
On Feb. 6 I could not, therefore, vote for any 
bill with a provision for visitation. 

I had also intimation that certain prominent 
members of the A. L. A. felt that the reincor 
poration could not be applied for at this time 
without suggesting an ulterior motive of visita- 
tion. 

Though still disposed to favor the reincorpo- 
ration for the advantages to be secured as in- 
dicated above, I favored the postponement of 
the application until it could be made with the 
general approval of members of the A. L. A., 
with no misconstruction of its motive, with 
adequate consideration as to details, and with 
reasonable assurance that it would meet with 
success HERBERT PUTNAM. 

Fes, 8, 1897 

Mr. Hayesand Mr. Bowker also desire toex- 
press their approval of Mr. Putnam's statement 
and their endorsement of the views there set 
forth. 
"ROPOSED [ - PROPAGANDA APPROPRI 

TION 

PREVIOUS to the special meeting the follow- 
ing circular was issued by Mr. ]. C. Dana t 
members of the A. L. A. and to the various fi- 
brary associations 





o the Special Meeting ef the American Library 
soctation, Feb. 6, 1807, New YVerk City 

“It is very important that the membersh'; 
of the A. L. A. be increased. A thousand li- 
brarians, library assistants, and persons inter- 
ested in libraries, can easily b= found who, by 
joining the association, will add to its efficiency 
and to their own enthusiasm and effectiveness 
An association of 1000 memberscan speak with 
more authority and can do more to promot: 
the library spirit and to dignify the library pro- 
fession than can one of 400 or 500. I hereby 
urge such members of the association as may 
be gathered in special session on Feb. 6 to 
adopt a suitable resolution expressing their de 
sire thatthe proper officials notify the secretary 
of the association, Mr. Rutherford P. Hayes, 
that he may spend $500 from available fund: 
of the association in the next few months in 
such propaganda work for the association as 
to him and the president seem advisable. This 
money would be expended in securing the 
presence at state and city library association 
meetings either of Mr. Hayes himself, or of 
some other able and popular representative of 
A. L. A. interests, in securing the publication 
in proper journals of articles telling of the 
aims of the association, and in the distribution 
by means of periodical literature, or circulars 
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r letters, of such reading-matter as may en 


courage the growth of the library spirit, and 
in other like ways and always in securing 
new members 

The matter presented in the circular was, 
however, necessarily deferred foraction till the 
annual conference, as it was not embodied in 


the call issued for the special meeting, and was 
therefore out of o1 er section 19 of the 


i€ 
constitutian of the A. L. A. 


Tue A. L. A. Handbook for 1807 has been 
published, and copies may be obtained by ad 
dressing the secretary, R. P. Hayes, State Li 
brary, Columbus, O Every member should 


have copies of the ‘‘ Handbook,” not only for 
reference but for distribution. The new edi 
tion is modelled closely upon that of 1894, but 
brings the record of library matters up to Jan- 
uary, 1897 rhe printed list of members 
of the A. L. A., brought up to the same dat 
will be generally welcomed Another useful 
feature is the list of library associations, whict 
however, does not include the Western Penn 
sylvania Library Association or the new 


Travelling Library Association of North Wis- 
consin. A list of st 

and a short tabulated statement of the library 
laws of the ld 


useful features, and might well be embodied 


ate library cor missions 
fferent states wi have been 
fn future editions 

State Librarn Commissions, 


CONNECTI a Ss ComMITTE Carol 


C1 ine 
M. Hewins, secretary, Public Library, Hart- 
ford. 

MASSACHUSETTS STATE L. COMMISSION Miss 


E. P. Sohier, secretary, Beverly. 
New HAmpsurre Strate L. Commission: J. H. 
Whittier, secretary, East Rochester. 
New Yor} Pusiic LrpRARIES Division. State 
University, Melvil Dewey, director, Albany 
On10 STate L. Commission: C. B. Galbreath 
secretary, State Library, Columbus 
VERMONT STATE L. Commission: Miss M. I 


Titcomb, secretary, Free Library, Rutland 

Wisconsin F. L. Com™MiIssion Miss |! I 
Stearns secretary Public Library Mi 
waukee. 


Gtate Librarn Associations. 





/ R {SSOCIA re rRAL ¢ / 
} VIA 
fen I. C. Rowe University of Ca 

fornia, Berkeley 

Secretary: A. M. Jellison, Mechanics’ Insti 
tute Library, San Francisco, 

Treasure A. ]. Cleary, Odd Fellows’ Li- 
brary, San Francisco 

rue annual meeting of the association was 
held Jan. 8 at the Mechanics’ Institute. Presi 
dent Rowell presided, nd in a brief address 
reviewed the work of the association for the 
year. He dweltin particular on the good ac- 

my hed in bringing the brarians into 
| closer and more cordial relations and tlined 
what might be accomplished in the future. 
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Professor William Dallam Armes, of the 
University of California, read an extended 
paper on the ‘* Plantin Press and Museum of 
Antwerp,” in which he described the many 
beauties of that unique repository, illustrating 
it with many photographs and sketches. 

Mr. Kimball made a short address, in which 
he showed the importance of state library com- 
missions, and urged the association to use its in- 
fluence toward establishing one for California. 
The following resolution was unanimously 
adopted 


r Tr at ft € ul sners f , ‘ 
Ys ; : t 
er periodicals be earnestly request to regularly 
ward to libraries and subscribers title-page, table of 
nts, or index for each volume with the g 
same r, in the case of w slies, as m a 
ossible thereafter 
A. M. JELLISON, Seeretars 
COLORADO LIBRARY raTION 
President: John Parsons, Public Library 


Denver. 
Secretary: Herbert E. Richie, City Library, 
Denver. 
Treasure? A. E. Whitaker, State Universit 
Library, Boulder. 
[ue regular monthly meeting of the Colo- 
rado Library Association was called to order at 
8 p.m. on Friday even'ng, Jan. 15, in the 
Chamber of Commerce, by President Whitaker 
Preceding the regular papers on the pro- 





gram and under the head of miscellaneous 
business the association decided to take some 
ction regarding the appointment of a state 
library commission, There is now before the 


state legislature a bill introduced by the ass« 


ciation providing for such appointment, and 
the association decided that after conferring 
with the governor and learning whether a sug 
gestion would be agreeable or not, it would be 


lesirable to have the executive committee send 
a list of 15 names to each member of the asso- 
ciation, from which they should select eight 
names to be submitted to the govérnor, witha 
recommendation that he t the commis 

yn of five members from that list, providing 
the bill passes. 

The association also endorsed a petition urg- 


f the bill now before Congress 


» the printing and distribution 


ng the passig 
which relate 
of public d 

he first number on the program, ‘‘ Book 
printing,” by Mr. J]. Harry Carson, 
heard. Mr. Carson had all necessary exhibits 
for illustrating his talk, and the audience had 
a very go 


«1 idea of the operation of the print- 
ing office when he finished. 


uments, 


was then 


i 

Mr. Carson went 
into detail and described the making up of a 
32-page form and the folding of the paper. He 
also showed the various kinds of type and a 
variety of cuts and half-tones, explaining the 
manner of making and using each. 

Mr. A. T. Bowen then talked on ‘‘ Binding. 
He had with him a selection of the tools of 
his trade, and explained bookbinding in detail, 
giving practical illustrations of sewing, using 
several different methods; and also showed the 
methods of fastening on the case or covers. 


H. E, Ricuie, Secretary 


! 


| 
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CONNECTICUT LIBRARY ASSOCIA TION. 

President: Frank B. Gay, Watkiason Li- 
brary, Hartford 

Secretary: Miss Angeline Scott, 
brary, South Norwalk. 

Treasurer Miss Anna G 
sritain Institute, New Britain. 


Public Li- 


Rockwell, New 


JOINT MEETING WITH NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIA- 


TIONS 


Tue sixth annual meeting of the Connecticut 
Library Association and the second union 
meeting of the library associations of the New 
England states was held inthe hall of the Con- 
necticut Historical Society, Wadsworth Athe- 
nzeum, Feb. 3. 

The morning session, held at 11 o'clock, was 
a business meeting of the Connecticut Library 
Association, at which the usual reports were 
read and accepted. An invitation from the 
Scoville Memorial Library, Salisbury, to hold 
the May meeting with them was referred to 
the executive board. The following officers 
were elected: President, Frank B. Gay, Hart- 
ford; Vice-presidents, Frederic Bill, Groton, 
Isabeila Eldridge, Norfolk, Frederick Hurd, 
Bridgeport, Ellen Spencer, Naugatuck, Mrs. 
Donald T. Warner, Salisbury; Secretary, Ange 
line Scott, South Norwalk; Assistant secre- 
tary, Josephine S. Heydrick, Southport; Treas- 
urer, Anna G. Rockwell, New Britain. 

At 1:30 the Massachusetts Library Club held 
a-business meeting. 

The union session, at 2 p.m., opened with a 
large attendance, representatives being present 
rom all the New England states except Maire. 
ir. W. K. Stetson, president of the Connecti- 
ut Library Association, introduced Hon. James 
G. Batterson, vice-president of the Wadsworth 
Atheneum. 

Mr. Batterson, after extending a cordial we 
come to the city of Hartford and the freedom 
of the library, expressed the deep interest of 
] 


f 
N 








1 


the people in the importance of the duties of a 
librarian. To know what books to read, how 
to read them, and where to find them were 
questions of great importance in every com- 
munity. The librarian cannot control the 
tastes nor the habit of the reader, but can 
frequently give sound advice. It is to be re- 
gretted that the use of our circulating libraries 
is, to a too great extent, a matter of temporary 
diversion rather than mental discipline and 
useful education. Novel-reading is not to be 
condemned because the characters are ficti- 
tious, for by such means we may exemplify the 
most exalted truth or preach the gospel of love 
and mercy. It is true that the best thoughts 
of great writers of modern times have been 
expressed in fiction, and the question is how 
to use these works as a means of educa- 
tion rather than one of dissipation. The con- 
firmed novel-reader is always being filled but 
never fed; and, though he may submit to ad- 
vice, he never will to dictation. Established 
courses of reading will seldom be followed. 
‘Very few of those who read most can bear 
examination on the books they have read; they 
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have simply had a temporary diversion 
been amused and that is all 

‘* 1 have often thoug! 
f the readers in 


rs, ask questions 





for inquiry and discussion at a future 

far enough remove to admit of 

reading and some preparation, w lead to a 
lemand for the a orities on that part ar 
subject, and s it rea ng ind nvestiga 

tion to a most | table en and pury{ r 

Give your readers opportunity for estion- 
gs and discussions on the subjects treated by 


the books they read, and you will in a great 





measure correct the vice of aimless and des 
tory reading, by providing a point for immedi 
ate applicati One finds t he has gaine 
something by the moral w h follows the plot 
fa beautiful story; another is instruction 
the sublime art of its 1 nd both find 
ts i tion W chare w wortn Saving 
An association of library readers for the 
purpose f reviewing nah K¢ I n- 
versational way the books which have been 
read might be made very helpt not only t 
th eaders themselves but also to the ra 
t nd the committee who supply the ma 
terial for their use. A library reader has been 
attracted y the story of ‘ Ben-Hur te the 
e.ormous wagers laid on the result f the 
ariot race at Antioch, and he sends up the 
tion, ‘Whatis the sum of 1 talents in 
r money Ni f nswers d t es- 
t s referred t e or vho will look it uf 
" rep y at the xt meeting. A her ks 
Which on ft Cesars referred to when 
Drususs its Who but Ce@&sar hath ta ts 
t order Such stions break t é 
the discussion on the relations of Ron Ar 
t h, the grievances of the Jew the horse 
the desert, and the customs of the time becomes 
g-neral, and all who have read the books are 
amazed to find how many interesting and ji 
portant ints have been overl 1 by hasty 


reading 
In answer to the call for reports from New 





having t ult to get to- 
tl rary commis- 
sion 61 new libraries have been started. 

Mr. W. H. Tillinghast, secretary of the 
Massachusetts Li'rary Club. said that the 
chief question of before their club di 
ing the year had been that of continuing the 





gether. 


interest 





lists of select fiction he report on the matter 
submitted by the executive board of the i 
printed elsewhere. See p. 9 

The report from Connecticut given } he 
secretary showed t t three meetings f mn 
nterest had been held, and that t ns had 
acce pted and added to state aid in behalf of the 


: ' 
libraries 
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Mr. Herbert Putnam, librarian of the Boston 
Put Library and president of the Massa 
chusetts Libre ( then gave a most inierest- 
ig address, wl pened with a graceful re 

se to Mr. Batter s welcome and a trib- 
te to the ages of Hartford in respect 
to it I In ¢ mining the t of sut 
ects dis¢ st y e Ame an Library Asso- 

N e Library A ation of the United 
Kir j : a y st t ‘ lati ns, 
he i t i roe I ent | ipjects s- 

s e state ciat e the same 
S the } Cla Ss,and sug 
gested that, wh the peneral as t s 
s ld take the larger subjects of | ary a 
I Stra na 1 « t the state i 

ms might better to spend a larger per 

ntage f their time on matters { more 

a eres 1 history, bit graphy, ard 
special needs, purchas« f t ks, 
inter-li especially the discussion 
f k elpt lit riaf making 

ssele se; thatthe sistupon 
higher rary ass 1 and that 
they en rer tives I Tafialr 
The librarian s} ld be nsulted nning 
the bu Iding, in selectior f ks, and choos- 

g of assistants. The I ria f to-day has 
i d ilt problem presented to him in this 
ge «f free thought, free speech, and unl 

nsed publication. The ea that a library 
s} i ‘‘deny to the 17 nothing that 
I kseller has to offer he, tt gh of a family 
it ksellers, most empha rey liated 
A library s d be gressive in many 
tl gs, but conservative here it concerns a 
‘ stion of morals cial ler, and he 
irnestly urged tl t ns t their ir 
fluence in counteract the reve tionary t 

*ncy of the age. 

Tusti Winsor, LL.D f Harvard Ur 

s was una’ ! \ et ed in Bostor 

Ss paper on ‘*‘ Maps” was omitte 

Rev. Samuel Hari, D.D., 0! Trinity College 
pene the discussion on Co-operation ir 
Hartford libraries. The method pursue 
among the five libraries of Hartford he ex 
plained as having sprung up in a natural way 
according to the nature of the libraries then 
selves, rather than on a de te plan, and was 
to a great extent usef n the prevention of 
duplicates and the sz f f ney for nece 
sary purchase 

T} » state libr . P ted t r | ‘ uris 
nr ider ‘ 1 a ave } ks ' t ee f e 
other raries; the W Library had 
mart irge d be t trated books 
ilso manv technicel work he Histor 1s 
ciety } 1s nd ’ tories: the 
Theo! ul Seminary, collections of Bibles in 
different lar s, hy logy peri 
f eccles tical history. as we t! 
Trinity ( ge had ections of pat 
. ets of scier wat Engl stat 
t ' rap! while the | 
brery sunplied t currer ' 
ture Thus. bvy« CT n, the } 
ceeded in making of the five one great library 
sending the inquirers to the one where the 
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best books on special subjects are to be found. 
He also suggested that it was a great help in 
getting rid of book agents, as one could always 
be sent to the library farthest away. 

Mr. W: E. Foster, of the Providence Li- 
brary, being prevented by illness from at- 
tending the meeting, sent his paper on ‘‘ Co- 
operation in Providence libraries,” which was 
read by Mr. F. B. Gay, of the Wadsworth Athe- 
neum. The three Providence libraries repre- 
sented three well-known types which are ideal- 
ly adapted for co-operation with each other, 
namely, the public library, the shareholder's li- 
brary, and the college library. A regular 
monthly meeting of the librarians of the differ- 
ent libraries was held for the purpose of com- 
paring notes and consultation. 

Similar methods for the preventing of dupli- 
cates as those used inthe Hartford libraries 
are in use. The fundamental principle con- 
nected with the accessions to the library is, 
that the community asa unitis to be kept in 
mind rather than the constituency of any one of 
the librariesseparately. One of the provisions 





| 


of the Athenzum Library is that the librarians | 


of Brown University and of the Providence 
Public Library shall be considered shareholders 
of the Providence Atheneum, thus making it 
possible to add, without embarrassment, books 
that might not otherwise be selected. The 
Public Library, in its monthly bulletins, by 
placing the initials A. (Atheneum) and B. 
(Brown) against the titles of such works as are 
also in those two libraries, not only tells where 
the books are to be found, but helps, in future 
purchasing, to prevent duplicating. The last 
bulletin of the year also has 40 pages of a 
record of books added to the three libraries. 
Chey also unite in the publication of a list of 
their periodicals, serials, and annuals, which 
has been enlarged so as to cover 20 libra- 
ries and reading-rooms in the vicinity of Prov- 
idence. It comprises 1100 entries, and will ap- 
pear each year in one of the numbers of the 
monthly bulletin. 

In the discussion that followed, Professor 
Perry spoke of the Hartford periodical lists 
published. 

Mr. C: A. Cutter, of Northampton, said that 
the two municipal libraries of that city co-oper- 
ate with each other and also with the Amherst 
College Library. 

Mr. Fletcher, of Amherst, remarked that the 
library superstition that a book once in the li- 
brary should stay there sometimes prevented 
exchanging books to places where they would 
do more good. 

Mr. Lane, of the Boston Atheneum, said that 
the Athenzum Library was giving away books 
to the Medical Library without getting any- 
thing in exchange for them. 

Mr. Gay mentioned the transfer of pamphlets 
from the Hartford Public to the Watkinson Li- 
brary. 

Mr. C: D. Hine, of the state board of edu- 
cation, in answer to a question, stated that the 
school libraries of Hartford were mostly in the 
Hartford Public Library, just the place, he 
thought, where they should be 
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Mr. Putnam said he thought the most serious 
question was the getting the book out of the 
catalog, and that some libraries were grow- 
ing poorer from the collections of books which 
they cannot get rid of. 

Mr. Bowker, of the LIBRARY JOURNAL, em- 
phasized the importance of sending lists of 
missing numbers or books wanted to be in- 
serted in the LIBRARY JOURNAL. 

A resolution passed by the Library Associa- 
tion of Central California requesting publishers 
of periodicals to send title-page and index with 
the last number of volume or as soon after as 
possible, without request, was read, and after 
some little discussion a motion was made that 
Mr. W: I. Fletcher and Mr. T. Solberg be in- 
structed to draw up a resolution to serd to the 
A. L. A. committee, desiring them to consider 
the question at the next general conference. 
The vote was put and carried. 

Miss Caroline A. Garland, of the Dover Pub- 
lic Library, read a very bright and interesting 
paper on the ‘ Trials of a librarian,” to which 
justice could not be done ina report, but which 
will appear in full in the LIBRARY JOURNAL. 

Invitations from Prof. Perry to visit the Case 
Memorial Library, and from Dr. Hart to visit 
Trinity College Library, were given, of which 
many present availed themselves the following 
morning. 

Mr. W. C. Lane, chairman of the committee 
on the trip abroad, reported progressand stated 
that a final circular would soon be issued with 
full particulars. The party expect to sail June 
26, either from Boston, New York, or Phila- 
delphia, according to the accommodations that 
can be secured, and the net cost will be about 
$350. 

Mr. Eastman, of the New York State Li- 
brary, said a few words about the library de- 
partment of the National Educational Associa- 
tion, and earnestly advised the executive board 
of each association represented to secure, if 
possible, the attendance of five delegates at 
theannual meeting of the National Educational 
Association of Milwaukee in July, 1897. As 
all the associations would have meetings of 
their own before that date, it was thought best 
to defer action until the state meetings. 

A message of greeting from the Library As- 
sociation of Washington City was read, and an 
invitation was given from the New Hampshire 
State Association to hold the next union meet- 
ing with them a year hence, or at such time as 
the different associations might decide upon. 

The meeting was then adjourned to the 
United States Hotel, where the Connecticut 
Library Association entertained its guests at 
supper, about 150 being seated at the table. 

An informal reception was held in the even- 
ing at the Wadsworth Athenzum, with an ex- 
hibition of engravings and prints illustrating 
the Stuarts of England, newspaper prints, 
scrap-books, etc., in the Public Library, and 
the treasures of the Historical Society. Charles 
Dudley Warner, who was to have given the 
evening address, was prevented by illness from 
so doing. 

Mary A. RICHARDSON, Secrefars 
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ILLINOI RAR A lA] \ 
President; Col. J. W. 
brary, Evanston. 
Secretar) Miss Ange V. Milner, State Nor- 
mal College, Normal. 
Treasurer Po oe 
Illinois, Champaign. 


Thompsor 


Bicknell, University of 


ON Jan. 20, 1897, the Illinois State Library 
Association he state house, in 


convened at t 
Springfield, Ill., for the annual meeting. It 
was principally a business meeting. The re- 
ports of the various officers were read and ap- 
‘he following resolution was ad 


proved 
ed by a rising vote 








Whereas, Miss Evval. M ry of el 
State Library Associatior it té 
and valuable service int P ties 
»ffice during th past year, ; ) ASINg 
and indefatigably to forward i sts of the ass 
tion, in all ways within her power, an 

Whereas, It is learned with deep regret tha r ¢ 
fessional duties will render it impossible for er 
cept a re-nomination; therefore be it 

Resolved, By the liiinois State Library Ass a 
annual convention assemble t Miss Moore’sser r 
in its behalf be and hereby are most gratefully ack \ 
edged, and the necessity under wh she finds her 
of declining re-nomination be and hereby is a s re 


ly regretted; and be it further 

Resolved, That these resolutions be spre t 
permanent records of the association, and a copy of the 
same forwarded to Miss Moore 
y to be elected. 

The following officers were elected 

x 

dent, Col. J. W. Thompson, president publi 
library board, Evanston; Vice-Presidents, E.S. 
Willcox, librarian Peoria Public Library, and 
G. B. Meleney, Library Bureau, Chicago; Sec- 
retary, Miss Ange V. Milner, librarian Illinois 
State Normal Colleg« rmal; Treasurer, P. 
F. Bicknell i 


he secret 














librarian University of IIl 





s 
Champaign. 

This resolution was then adopted 

Whereas, Miss Katherine L. Shar; r ered most 
efficient service during the past year as director of the 
Bureau of Information established by t I s Stat 
Library Associ n, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the ass atio ereby expr ts af 
preciation of Miss Sharp's work as director of the burea 





and request her to continue it during the 7] 

There was a discussion of the steps necessary 
to establish the much-desired state library com 
mission. 

Mr. Dana’s circular was read, requesting the 
special meeting of the A. L. A. soon to be held, 
to authorize the secretary of that body tospend 
$500 in advancing the interests of the A. L. A. 
The wording of the circular was somewhat 
modified and then endorsed by the association, 
and the proper officers were instructed to sign 
it in its amended form and forward it for tt 
special meeting. 

It was announced that the National Educa- 
tional Association invited all library associa- 
tions to send duly accredited delegates to the 
meeting of the N. E. A., to be held in Milwau- 
kee next July. It was decided that the pres 
dent of the Illinois State Library Associatior 
should appoint a representative to attend that 
meeting. 


| 


The meeting closed with an informal discus- 
sion of a question asked by a new member 
‘*How is a membership in this association 
going to benefit a subscription library 

ANGE V. MILNER, 


Secretary 
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f.¥ Z 
tder Miss | abeth D. Swan, P c 
r Lafayette 
, , i urers Miss M. E. Ahert 
Library burea I Franklin street, Chica, 
‘ : i i} 

P ¢ W. H. Johns Public Library 

tb ige 

S ” Miss Ella M ey, Pul I 

brary, Des Moines 

LHE meeting of e lowa State | iryS et) 

which wash 1 Des Mx es, | 2 18 

was one of unusual interest and importance 
[his was the s¢ ithannual meeting of the so 
ety, which met asthe library section of the state 
teachers assoc tior as ‘ e€ forthetw 
meetings mediately preceding For the first 
lay a full prog n een prepared, twe 
sess s ng i On the second 1 thir 
lays only half-day sessions were he the rest 
of the time being given to the eetir f the 
general t j The f g the progran 

1 full 

[ur AY D » g First ra , Enr 
ment of members. 

Reports of secretary and treasurer, 

Reports of committees. 

History of library work in Iowa W. H 
Johnston, president board of trustees, Put 
lic Library, Fort Dodge. 

Secon , Advantages of a ite 
brary mmis n W. P. Payne, pres 
dent board of trustees, Pul Library 
Nevada 

How to select and purchase books E 


beth Petersor brarian Public Library 
Council Bluffs. 


proj relation between the library ar 


the public — Mrs. Rosa Oberholtzer, libr 

rian Public Library, Sioux City 
WEDNESDAY, Dt . —— Third se ” Care 

and use of public documents J. R. On 


t 


wig, first assistant, State Library, Des 





1g Abbie R 


rary, Des Moines 


Kr Pp, cataioger 





THURSDAY, Ds 31. — Fourth sessior Re 
ports of « imittees 

Election of office 

Value of a pul rary toa munity 


Mrs. M. P. Scheeler, librarian Public I 
brary, Marshalltown. 
General cuestionsand dis 


The subjects of the j ipers had been choser 


with the combined pury of stimulating in 
terest and giving practical information Fact 
topic had yeceived careful treatment by the 
person to whom it had been assigned, and ea 

paper was followed by a discus n which de 


veloped its helpful points 
Ihe paper upon the ‘‘ History of library work 
traced the devel 


in lowa mentof libraries 


e library, state ur 


the state, including the stz 
Iowa historical department 
is association libraries, andthe many fre« 
public libraries which hav 
throughout the state, showing how the 
has developed from small beginnings. 


rary 


been established 


work 
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Mr. Payne, in presenting ‘‘ The advantages 
of a state library commission,” set forth the 
benefits to be derived from a centralization of 
library interestsand theconsequent harmonious 
development of the work throughout the whole 
state, and showed how valuable such a com- 
mission had proved itself in other states. 

** How to select and purchase books" was a 
subject full of practical interest, and the paper 
upon this topic gave helpful suggestions as to 
methods of selecting books in a systematic way 
so that the library might be built up symmet- 
rically. It also considered desirable plans of 
making book purchases, the writer believing 
that the plan of buying from a large central 
house was, upon the whole, more satisfactory 
than any other. 

Mrs. Oberholtzer’s paper upon the ‘‘ Proper 
relation between the library and the public” 
was rich in suggestions as to ways in which a 
library may be made attractive and useful to 
the people who visit it, and set a high standard 
for those who are responsible for library ad- 
ministration. 

‘* The care and use of public documents”’ is 
not a fascinating subject to the average libra- 
rian, but the completeness and value of the 
information to be found in the publications of 
the government were made so prominent by 
Mr. Orwig that the sheep-bound volumes bear- 
ing the government imprint took on a new 
interest in the minds of his listeners. Atten- 
tion was called to the various helps which have 
been published in the way of indexes to these 
publications, and the hope was expressed that 
in the near future more complete work might be 
done in this field. 

The lesson in cataloging was in pursuance 
of the course of study which was adopted by 
the society two years ago, the subject of 
‘*Classification” having been taken up at the 
meeting of last year. Blackboard illustration 
was used to show cataloging methods in de- 
tail, and various books were provided, the 
cataloging of which served as an object lesson. 

The paper upon the ‘Value of a public 
library to a community"’ emphasized the civic 
and economic value to the community at large, 
as well as the recreative and educational one 
to the individual. Attention was called to the 
fact that libraries are always classed with 
churches, schools, and business and industrial 
institutions as elements in the life of a com- 
munity which aid in its development and at- 
tract citizens of the most desirable class. 
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| of trustees, Des Moines Public Library; Mrs. 
| Lana H. Cope, state librarian; J. W. Rich, li- 


brarian state university, lowa City. 

The next meeting will be held in Des Moines, 
the time to be fixed by an executive committee 
composed of the president and secretary ¢x- 
officio; Mary Cassidy, librarian Public Library, 
Winterset; Jennie Carpenter, librarian Drake 
University, Des Moines; and J. W. Rich. Mr. 
Rich has for two years served the society most 
acceptably as its president. 

Officers for the year 1897 were elected as 
follows: President, W. H. Johnston; Vice- 
president, W. P. Payne; Secretary, Ella M 
McLoney; Treasurer, Mrs. Lana H. Cope. 

An earnest attempt is to be made to secure a 
library commission for Iowa. An extra 
sion of the legislature will be held the present 
winter, but as it is called for the special pur- 
pose of revising the code it is possible that no 


ses- 





other legislation will be taken up. There is 
some hope, however, that the matter of a 
library commission may receive attention. 
ELLA M. McLoney, Secretary. 
MAINE LIBRARY ASSOCIA TION. 

President: E. W. Hall, Colby University, 
Waterville. 

Secretary: Miss H.C. Fernald, State College, 
Orono. 

7reasurer: Prof. G 
lege, Brunswick. 


T. Little, Bowdoin Col- 


MASSACHUSETTS LIBRARY CLUB. 


President; Herbert Putnam, Public Library 
Boston. 
Secretary: W:H. Tillinghast, Harvard Col- 


lege Library, Cambridge. 
Treasurer: Miss A. L. Sargent, Public Li- 
brary, Medford. 


REPORT ON CONTINUING FICTION LISTS. 


THe Massachusetts Library Club accepted, 
as an organization, the invitation extended by 
the Connecticut Library Association to be pres 
ent at the second union meeting of New Eng- 
land library associations at Hartford, Ct., on 
Feb. 3. About 35 members of the club were 
present. A business meeting was held just be- 
fore the afternoon session of the associations. 
The following report from the executive com 
mittee was read: 

At the annual meeting in October last the 
committee on lists of select fiction presented a 
report of their year's work. The question 
whether the club should undertake to continue 





One important result of the meeting of the 
society was its decision to withdraw from the 
connection which it has for two years past held 
with the teachers’ association, and maintain | 
an independent organization. It is the belief 
of a majority of the members that the organi- 
zation will be strengthened and have a better 
growth if the library society meets indepen- 
dently, and at some other date than that of the 
regular meeting of the teachers’ association. 
The society will therefore soon become an in- 
corporated body, the following members hav- 
ing been appointed a committee to draft articles 
of incorporation: C. H. Gatch, president board 





the lists was referred to the executive commit- 
tee, with full power, but under the condition 
that the expense to the club was not to exceed 
$50 annually. 

At this time it was thought that the publish- 
ing section of the A. L. A. would be able to 
undertake the publication and distribution of 
the lists, but this they subsequently found 
themselves unable to do, and recommended 
that the lists be published in some library or 
literagy journal. 

The 12 numbers published last year cost 
in round numbers, and exclusive of sample 
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copies of no. 1, $143, of which $81 was paid 
for printing, $45 for expressage and postage 
on books, and $17 for office expenses and post- 
age on the lists. Independent publication, 
therefore, could not cost much less than $1s50a 
year, while publication in a journal would cost 
$60, and perhaps more, since during the first 
year many readers bore the expense of the 
transmission of books, which, of course, could 
not be expected as a permanent arrange- 
ment. 

Either plan seemed to be beyond the re- 
sources of the club, the annual surplus from 
our income never having reached $so. SHefore 
coming to a decision, however, the executive 
committee wished to ascertain as accurately as 
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just out they are more expensive than books 
which have been on the market longer. We 
have only the return from the dog tax to expend 
yearly, so we do not purchase as many of the 
books just published as we otherwise might 
therefore the lists are not of as much use to us 
as they doubtless are to libraries in larger 
towns. 

‘*The books from the lists are mostly too 
high-priced for us to purchase 

There remains a class of libraries of medi 


} um size, say from 1000 to 10,000 volumes, in 


| which the lists are really of practical use in 


aiding selection; these libraries are by no 


|} means confined to Massachusetts and Rhode 


possible the opinions of those who had re- | 
| nia, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, 


ceived the lists upon their actual value as a 
guide in selecting books, and also whether it 
would be possible to continue independent pub 
lication by means of an increased subscription 
price. Circulars were'sent to all persons who 
had received the lists — about 600 in number. 
I'he circular stated the difficulties of the situa- 
tion, and asked from each recipient a reply to 
questions printed on a detachable sheet. 

Of the 600 persons to whom the fiction lists 
had been supplied for a year, 242 returned the 
sheet of questions with more or less full re- 
plies. From these the following results ap- 
pear: 

I. 141 made considerable use of the lists in 
selecting books for purchase; 85 made little or 
no use of them in this way. 

2. 100 persons, not being members of the 
club, were willing to pay 50 cents a year for 
the lists published separately, 77 members of 
the club were willing to pay 25 cents a year; in 
all 177 were willing to subscribe; 41 were un- 
willing to pay at all for the lists. 

3. 75 preferred publication in a journal, 94 
preferred independent publication, 30 had no 
preference, and 43 did not reply to this ques 
tion. 

Criticism of the lists was invited in the circu 
lar; from what was written under this head it 
appears that the great majority were well 
pleased with the form of the lists and with the 
standard of judgment shown in selecting the 
books. The larger libraries, however, found 
the lists of little value as an aid to selections, 
because books were generally on their shelves 
before the lists containing their titles reached 
the library. Yet these libraries were willing to 
support the lists because they thought them 
likely to be of use to small libraries. On the 
other hand, the very small libraries, which buy 
books but once or twice a year, found the lists 
of no use for reasons which will appear from 
one or two quotations 

‘* The lists are all right for a large library, 
but we have no trouble in selecting standard 
works, as we have but little money to spend.” 

** They would be useful to purchasing com 
mittees who had plenty of funds; it is the aim 
of our committee to obtain history, biography, 
and travels, and they put into the library the 
least possible fiction.” 

‘*As many of the books on these lists are 





| 
| 
| 


Island. Of those willing to subscribe so cents 
18 were from other states, including Califor 


Iowa, Maine, Michigan, Montana, Nebraska, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Vermont, Washington, and Wis 
consin. 

The cost of publication on either plan would 
clearly exceed the sum of $50 allowed by the 
club, therefore the committee voted not to con- 
tinue the preparation of the lists, and notice to 
that effect was sent to the publishing section, 
which, pending our discussion, had reserved 
for the use of our readers the works of fiction 
received for cataloging. 

It was well known when this enterprise was 
undertaken that the unaided resources of the 
club would not be enough to carry it on perma- 
nently. Although the support promised for 
the future is not sufficient to make up the de- 
ficiency the committee feel that the experi- 
ment has been both of interest and of use. 
The replies to the circular show clearly 
that the lists are highly valued by libraries 
in a certain stage of growth, and that this 
value is not local but national. There are also 
many indications that a better acquaintance 
with the lists would prove them of use in 
libraries where they have not yet even recogni- 
tion. It cannot be said that the experiment has 
failed, it has simply not had sufficient length 
of trial. 

The club of itself cannot continue the work — 
its income under present conditions is too smal! 
—and during the first year there were signs 
that it would be difficult to find a continuous 
supply of readers under the plan adopted. If 
it is desired to continue the experiment it 
should be.the work of a larger and more pow- 
erful organization. If the A. L. A. is unable 
to undertake it, a possible means might be found 
in the co-operation of local associations. At 
the time when it was thought that the co-oper- 
ative cataloging might be transferred to New 
York a letter was written to the president of the 
New York Library Club inquiring whether in 
case of such transfer that club would undertake 
the publication of the lists fora year. In re- 
sponse to this inquiry a committee to consider 
the question was appointed by the club. The 
retention of the cataloging work in Boston 
naturally prevented the committee from advis- 
ing the New York club to undertake the work, 
but it extended to this club a cordial offer of 
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assistance with the earnest hdpe that the work 
would not be discontinued. 

We recommend the appointment of a spe- 
cial committe:: to confer with the committee of 
the New York Library Club and to correspond 
with other library organizations, tosee whether 
means can be \levised for continuing the work 
begun by the fiction committee of the Massa- 
chusetts Library Club, by co-operation as re- 
gards labor and expense. 

In conclusion the committee wishes to ex- 
press warm appreciation of the work done 
by the fiction list committee, with such en- 
thusiasm, energy, and painstaking carefulness. 
To the Library Bureau we are grateful, not 
only for permission to use the books whenever 
the undertaking became possible, but for other 
favors almost as essential to carrying on the 
work. 

On motion of Mr. Stone the report was ac- 
cepted and the recommendation of the commit- 
tee was adopted. The president announced 
that the committee would be announced later. 
The meeting then adjourned to attend the ses- 
sion of the Connecticut Association. The ad- 
dresses and discussions were greatly enjoyed, 
while the supper at the United States Hotel 
and the social evening at the Wadsworth Athe- 
nzum were extremely pleasant. 

Wo. H. TILuInGcHast, Secretary. 


MICHIGAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President: H: M. Utley, Public Library, 
Detroit. 

Secretary: Mrs. A. F. Parsons, Public Li- 
brary, Bay City. 

Treasurer: Miss Lucy Ball, Public Library, 
Grand Rapids. 

MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

President: Dr. W: W. Folwell, State Univer- 
sity, Minneapolis. 

Secretary and Treasurer; Miss Gratia Coun- 
tryman, Public Library, Minneapolis. 


NEBRASKA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


President: W. E. Jillson, Doane College, | 
| taxed for the wants of another. 


Crete. 

Secretary: Miss Mary L. Jones, State Univer- 
sity, Lincoln. 

Treasurer: Mrs. M. E. Abell, Public Li- 
brary, Beatrice. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 

President: A. H. Chase, Concord. 

Secretary: Miss Grace Blanchard, Public 
Library, Concord. 

Treasurer: Miss A. E. Pickering, Public Li- 
brary, Newington. 

Tue eighth annual meeting of the New Hamp- 
shire Library Association was held in Man- 
chester at the city hall, Jan. 27. It was in 
every way successful. The morning session 
was called to order at 11:30, and was addressed 
first by Mayor Clarke, who paid a deserved 
tribute to Miss Kate E. Sanborn, city librarian, 
and said he was especially glad to welcome to 
thecity an organization of the character of the 
association. 
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Before the meeting proceeded to the election 
of officers, Miss Caroline H. Garland, of Dover, 
read some amendments, which were unani- 
mously adopted. Their aim was to make the 
president and other officials the active officers 
of the association, and the report of the nom- 
inating committee being next accepted the fol- 
lowing is the new executive board for 1897 
President, A. H. Chase, Concord; Vice-presi- 
dents, Prof. M. D. Bisbee, Dartmouth College, 
and Col. Daniel Hall, Dover; Secretary, Miss 
Grace Blanchard, Concord; Treasurer, Miss 
A. E. Pickering, Newington. 

Pamphlet copies of a paper on ‘ Co-opera- 


| tion among the libraries of New Hampshire,” 


written by State Librarian A. H. Chase, were 
in the possession of the members and a discus- 
sion upon the matter was introduced, the point 
most discussed being the recommendation that 
towns and cities interchange the books of their 
libraries on request. Col. Hall, of Dover, the 
first speaker, was heartily in favor of the 
proposition to loan the books of the state li- 
brary at least. These books are the property of 
the whole people of the state, and the right book 
has often been instrumental in the development 
of a great mind. Col. Hall closed by saying 
that the meetings of the association were 
priceless and of inestimable value to the New 
Hampshire public. 

The co-operative suggestion was next dis- 
cussed by Mr. J. H. Whittier, of the State 
Board of Library Commissioners, and by Mr. 
Fred. Gowing, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. 

Mr. Whittier called the idea the “ travelling 
library craze which our New England town 
library system will outlive.” It ‘‘ savored of 
paternalism,” ‘‘ was wrong in principle and 
with no compensating benefits.” 

Mr. Gowing declared that the needs of pupils 
and teachers throughout the state could be 
supplied by the loaning of books, not only 
from the state library, which was a right, but 
from town library to town library. 

Mr. Whittier replied that this was contrary 
to the constitution; that one town could not be 


Mr. Gowing retorted that when Manchester 
was on fire Nashua would be glad to lend her 
engines and men. Everybody now concerned 
in the loan idea was on fire, or ought to be. 
He said New Hampshire was sparsely popu- 
lated, and many teachers found it impossible 
to procure much-desired books. ‘‘ The greater 
the schoolma’am’s disadvantage, all the more 
eager we should be to help her.” Mr. Gowing 
thought the physician, the lawyer, and the 
mechanic could argue in favor of the loan idea 
from the standpoint of their professions or 
trades as he could from that of teacher. 

This live discussion was brought to a close 
amid laughter and applause by the need of 
adjournment for dinner at the hotel. Previ- 
ously, however, a committee was appointed to 
report at the next meeting of the association 
on the other points in Mr. Chase's paper which 
touch upon the winning of new members, the 
number of yearly meetings, the publication of 
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to visit the public library and there study 
Sanborn's improvements. 





a state periodical devoted to library interests, 
the forming of a committee to reply to libra 
rians puzzling over any question, etc. 

At 2:30, after an enjoyable repast, and with 
increased attendance, the association opened 
its afternoon session by welcoming Mr. W. I. 
Fletcher, of Amherst. Mr. Fletcher's subject, 
‘* Library administration for practical results 
in the community,” led him to talk in a most 
charming and entertaining manner. He is not 
in favor of too much conventionality in library 
methods and would like to see, instead 
delivery-desk and coolness of employes, s 
open of access and hospitality and encourage 
ment on the library banner. 

Mr. Gardner M. Jones, librarian at Salem, 
Mass., who was present and favored the associ 
ation by being its next speaker, felt that free- 
dom of access was not best under all circum 
stances, and that the new and progressive 
Philadelphia library, praised by Mr. Fletcher 
for its open arrangement, suffered a loss of 
many hundred volumes because of its ease of 
access. Mr. Jones had taken pains to think 
what special lines of books would be needed 
in New Hampshire and named works on for- 
estry, good roads, and even cooking, for its 
chief industry, which he understood was that 
of summer boarding. 

Miss Moulton, of Exeter, who was to have 
participated in the discussion upon Mr. Fletch- 
er’s paper, was unavoidably absent. 

Miss Grace Blanchard, of Concord, the other 
librarian on the program, said she felt the 
pulse of the public’s needs by reading sign 
boards and newspaper locals, and by thus a 
certaining what things residents were making 
or doing, she was enabled to call their atten- 
tion the next time they came to the library to 
the works which would be of benefit to them. 

The meeting then adjourned at 4 o'clock. 
Votes of thanks were extended to the peo 
ple of Manchester, Mayor Clarke, and t 
the retiring president of the association, Mr. 
W. W. Bailey, of Nashua, who has been 
most interested in furthering the cause. The 
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good judgment, cordiality, and managing abil 


ity of Miss Sanborn are also deserving of 
mention as having made the day a success. 
She, with Miss Garland and Mr. Gowing, have 


made the remarkably fine executive committee 
of the past year. Every member present in 


ty 


! 
liss 


Manchester availed herself of the opportur 


At the rate at which interest and enjoyment 


in the New Hampshire Library Association 
have increased, librarians, thankful that the 
one session has grown into two, will soon be 
clamoring for a meeting to last two days. 


GRACE BLANCHARD, Secretary. 
NEW FVERSEY LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
President: John B. Thompson, Trenton, N. | 
Secretary: Miss Beatrice Winser, Public Li 


brary, Newark. 


Treasurer: Miss Emma L. Adams, Public 


Library, Plainfield. 


A yornr meeting of the New Jersey Library 
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Association and the Pennsylvania Library Club 
will be held in Atlantic City, N. ]., on Monday 


lay 


April s Iwo sessions will! be held, on Mon 
afternoon and evening, and return will be made 

lay. A public library is much needed 
City, and it is hoped that this meet- 
» effective in strengthening the local 


the next i 





library sentiment 
N W VORK 1 { } 4 ye iI7JION 
President A. L. Peck, Public Library, 
Gloversville 
Secretar W: R. Eastman, State Library, 
Albany. 
7reasures ]. N. Wing, Chas. Scribner's 


Sons, 153 Fifth avenue, New York City. 


I ) ARY AS CIA TION. 

President; A. W. Whelpley, Public Library, 
Cincinnati 

Secretary: Miss E. C. Doren, Public Library, 
Dayton, 

7reasurer: C. B. Galbreath, State Library, 
Columbus. 

PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB 

President; Henry J. Carr, Public Library, 
Scranton. 

Secretary: Miss Mary P. Farr, Girls’ Normal 
School, Philadelphia 

Treasurer: Miss Helen G. Sheldon, Drexel 
Institute, Philadelphia. 

fuk January meeting of theclub was held on 
Monday, Jan. 11, by invitation of Professor 
Wilson, in the rooms of the Philadelphia Mu- 
seums. The meeting was attended by 90 odd 
members and was called to order in the library 
of the museum In the absence of Mr. Rosen 

urten, the president, owing to illness, Mr. 
John Thomson, of the Free Library, was called 
to the chair. 

After some formal business the followi 
officers for the years 1597-95 were nominz 
President, Henry J]. Carr, Scranton Public Li- 
brary ; ist Vice-president, John Thomson, Free 
Library of Philadelphia; 2d Vice-president 








Robert P. Bliss, Bucknell Library, Chester, 
Pa.: Secretary, Miss Mary P. Farr, librarian of 
the Girls’ Normal School; Treasurer, Miss 


Helen G. Sheldon, Drexel Institute. 
Prof. William Wilson, the director of the Mu- 


seums, then delivered a short address upon 


the proper interrelations between libraries and 
museums, He dwelt uponthe character of the 
terature which was being collected. This 
was necessarily confined to such books as 
‘Consular reports,” ‘‘ Statistical journals,” 


and writings which dealt with the production 
and development of manufactures. One result 
of the work has been a serious intention to in- 
troduce the crowth of rubber into Florida. A 
representative of the museum will spenda year 


n the upy parts of the Amazon making a 
study and collection of all that is material to 
the proper cultivation and growth of rubber 


The natives may not be very highly educated, 
but they have been sharp enough hitherto 
whenever seeds have been purchased and 
















——_ 


102 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


taken from the country to boil them before 
parting with them, thereby rendering them en- 


tirely unproductive. After the address he | 


conducted the members round various parts of 
the museum and gave a most interesting talk 


on the system pursued, showing in this Com- | 


mercial Museum the gradual use of fibrous 
matters from their existence as living plants 
through successive processes till they become 
mercantile articles. 


Tue February meeting of the Pennsylvania 
Library Club was held on Thursday, Feb. 4, at 
the Wagner Free Institute of Science, and was 
attended by 70 members. The principal busi- 
ness of the evening was the election of the fol- 
lowing officers for 1897-98: President, Henry 
J. Carr, of Scranton; Vice-presidents, John 
fhomson and Robert P. Bliss; Secretary, Miss 
Mary P. Farr; Treasurer, Miss Helen G. Shel- 
don. 

The incoming president nominated the fol- 
lowing executive committee: John Edmands, 
chairman; T: L. Montgomery, Alfred Rigling, 
G: P. Rupp, C. S. Kates, Misses Alice B. Kroe- 
ger and Jennie Y. Middleton, Mrs. Fell and 
Mrs. Resag. 

The discussion of the evening was devoted 
to the life and works of Richard Harris Bar- 
ham, of ‘‘Ingoldsby" fame. Mr. Lorin Blod- 
get read a long and carefully-prepared descrip- 
tion of the life of Barham, contrasting the 
ecclesiastical and author sides of the writer 
and graphically detailing the characteristics 
of the coterie of punsters and humorists with 
whom Barham passed the brightest part of his 
career. 

Miss Edith Ridgway next read a clever re- 
view of ‘‘ Ingoldsby's” works, pointing out in 
detail the attitude shown at the beginning of 
the present century towards the legendary part 
of Christian lore. 

The general impression was that the prepa- 


ration of such papers by library assistants be- | 


fore their critical peers in library work was 


excellent both for the writers of the papers and 


their companions in library life. 

Notice was given that early in April a union 
meeting between the New Jersey Library Asso- 
ciation and the Pennsylvania Library Club will 
be held in Atlantic City. The meeting prom- 
ises to be very successful, and the Atlantic City 
citizens’ committee are taking up the matter 


with a view of making the visit of the libra- | 


rians helpful towards the establishment of a 
free library in Atlantic City and pleasant to 
the visitors. 
WESTERN PENNSVLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB. 

President; W: M. Stevenson, Carnegie Li- 
brary, Allegheny. 

Secretary- Treasurer: W:R. Watson, Carnegie 
Library, Pittsburgh. 

On Jan. 14 the Western Pennsylvania Libra- 


ry Club met in the lecture-room of the Carnegie 
Free Library of Allegheny. The subject for 


discussion was ‘‘ Library legislation.” Re- | 


ports on the present laws of various states had | 


been prepared by different members of the 
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club, and several of these were read in order 
to show the methods employed in other states 
for the advancement of library interests. A 
general discussion followed. A letter from 
Mr. John Thomson, of the Philadelphia Free 
Library, was read, outlining'the plans for legis- 
lation of the librarians in the eastern part of 
the state. The following resolutions were 
offered and adopted 

“ Whereas, The state of Pennsylvania, according to 
the last census, though second in wealth and population, 
ranks last among the 20 important northern states in the 
number of books in public libraries per rooo inhabitants, 
Massachusetts having 1233 fand Pennsylvania seven; and 

“* Whereas, This condition of things is largely due to 
the lack of progressive library laws, in comparison with 
other important states ; 

_“* Resolved, That the Western Pennsylvania Library 

Club is in favor of further legislation to age te the 
establishment and maintenance of free public libraries 
throughout the state 

“ Resolved, further, That, in view of the excellent results 
obtained by means of travelling libraries in other states, 
and the evident demand for libraries of this kind through 
out Pennsylvania, the club favors an appropriation by 
the state for this purpose.”’ 

It was decided to appoint a committee to 
confer with librarians, library trustees, friends 
of libraries and representatives throughout the 
state, with a view to drafting a plan of general 
library legislation for Pennsylvania. 

There was a good attendance at the meeting, 
and the experiment of a morning hour, 10 a.m., 
proved a decided success. The subject for 
discussion at the March meeting will be ‘‘ The 
library and the children,” 

Wm. RICHARD WATSON, Sec'y- 7 yeas. 
VERMONT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

President; Miss S. C. Hagar, Fletcher Free 
Library, Burlington. 

Secretary: Miss M. L. Titcomb, Free Li- 
brary, Rutland. 

Treasurer: E. F. Holbrook, Proctor. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
President: F. A. Hutchins, Baraboo. 
Secretary and Treasurer: Miss L. E. Stearns, 

Public Library, Milwaukee. 
NORTH WISCONSIN TRAVELLING LIBRAR}) 
ASSOCIA TION. 
President ; Mrs. E. E. Vaughn, Ashland. 


Librarian and Treasurer: Miss Janet Green, 
Vaughn Library, Ashland. 


Librarn Clubs. 


CHICAGO LIBRARY CLUB. 

President; Anderson H. Hopkins, John 
Crerar Library. 

Secretary: Miss May L. Bennett, 1888 Sher’- 
dan Road, Evanston. 

Treasurer: W. W. Bishop, Garrett Biblical 
Institute. 

MILWAUKEE LIBRARY ROUND TABLE. 


**A little work, a little play 
To keep us going — and so good-day 


” 


A MERTING of the Milwaukee Library Round 
Table was held on Jan. 23, 1897. After an in- 
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formal luncheon, Miss Mae E. Schreiber made 
a talk on ‘‘Library reading at the Normal 
School,” illustrated with annotated lists of 
children’s books, prepared by students of the 
school. The talk elicited many inquiries int 
Miss Schreiber’s methods, and proved exceed 
ingly interesting. 

On Feb. 5 Mr. George Kilian, in charge of 
the bookbindery at the library, explained his 
method of binding books. 

NEW YORK LIBRARY CLUB 

President: Miss M. W. Plummer, Pratt In- 
stitute Library, Brooklyn. 

Secretary: Miss J. A. Rathbone, Pratt In- 
stitute Library, Brooklyn. 

Treasurer: Miss Elizabeth Tuttle, Long 
Island Historical Society, Brooklyn. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF WASHINGTON 
= oy of 
President: W. P. Cutter, U. S. Dept. of 
Agriculture. 
Secretary and Treasurer: F.H. Parsons, U 
S. Naval Observatory. 


[He 20th regular meeting of the Library 
Association of Washington City was held at the 
Columbian University, Wednesday evening, 
Jan. 27, 1897, Mr. W. P. Cutter presiding. 

Miss Frances M. Durkin and Mr. James W. 
Cheney, both of the War Department Library, 
were elected to membership. The president 
annourced that the following had been ap- 
pointed as the committee to prepare a hand- 
book of the association: Mr. F. H. Parsons, 
Miss Edith E. Clarke, and Mr. Henderson 
Presnell; and as program committee Dr. H. 
C. Bolton and Dr. Cyrus Adler. 

The first paper of the evening was presented 
by Mr. W. P. Cutter, and treated of ‘ Printed 
card indexes and catalogs.”” He said that the 
printed card is coming into use for two pur- 
poses: for a catalog of books, either co-opera- 
tive or independent; and for an index to the 
current literature on a given topic. The Bos- 
ton Public, Harvard, and Crerar are examples 
of libraries that print catalog cards for their 
own use. Theco-operative cataloging system of 
the Library Bureau, nowtransferred to the pub- 
lishing section of the A. L. A., was described. 
Expressing the opinion that this plan had not 
yet proved a financial success, Mr. Cutter sug- 
gested as a practical plan of co-operative cata- 
loging that the central office should obtain of 
publishers a limited and varying number of 
copies of books in the sheets, bind them in a 
standard and durable binding, catalog them, 
and furnish the printed cards with the books 
Specimens of the Library Bureau and Crerar 
cards were handed around for inspection 

The demand from investigators for indexes 
to the present as well as the past literature of 
their specialties has led to the publication of 
card indexes. Specimens of three such indexes 
were shown. First, the index to the publica 
tions of agricultural experiment stations in the 
United States, issued by the Office of Experi 
ment Stationsin the Department of Agriculture 
These cards contain, beside the index entry 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 103 


reper, a summary of the article indexed. 
econd, an index to the literature of American 
tany, issued by the Cambridge Botanical 
upply Company. This is rather a card bibli- 
ography of American botany than an index. 
Third, an index to new species of plants, pre- 
pared by Miss J. A. Clark, of Washington 
rhis serves as a card supplement to the Index 





nS Ns 


Kewensis, which covers the field down to 1885 
The card index to the literature of zodélogy, 
furnished by an international zoiilogical-bibli- 
ographical institute in Zurich, was also de- 


scribed, and the schemes of the Royal Society 
and the International Bibliographical Institute 
at Brussels for an index to all branches of 
science were alluded to. 

The chief objections to all printed card in 
dexes or catalogs are the cost of preparation 
the amount of space they occupy, the danger 
of misplacing the cards, and the time req 
for arranging them. The card system, Mr. 
Cutter concluded, while not without its draw 
backs, ‘must be replaced by something better 
before we can disparage it. 

The second paper was prepared by Mr 
Albert F. Adams, of the National Museum, 
and was read by Miss Margaret Dyer. It was 
a description of a new system of notation, 
known as the ‘‘ Combining system,” devised 
by Mr. Adams. It is hoped that this paper 
will appear in full in the JoURNAL. 

W: S. BuRNS, Secretary pro tem. 





Librarn Economp and ffistorp. 


GENERAI 
BARRETT, Francis Thornton. On the selection 
of books for a reference library. Lond., ]. 
Bale & Sons, 1896. trop. O. 
A paper read at the Buxton conference of 
the L. A. U. K., September, 1896. 


Cuapwick,Ja. R. Medical libraries: their 
development and use. (/# 7vramsactions of 
the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of 
Maryland, 1895-96.) p. 131-141. 

Dr. Chadwick's paper was read atthe formal 
opening of the new hall and library of the 
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty, last January, 
and is an interesting account of the growth of 
medical. libraries in the United States. Achart 
is given, showing the annual growth of the 
seven principal collections of medical books in 
this country Dr. Chadwick has been the li 
brarian of the Boston Medical Library Associa 
tion for the last 20 years. 





LOCAL. 
furora, Jil. The Woman's Club of Aurora 
(Ill.) devoted the afternoon of Feb. 2 to the 
subject ‘‘The Aurora Public Library.” The 
history of the library was presented by Mr 
Shaw, the librarian, followed by addresses from 
Mis Katherine L. Sharp, Chicago, Ill., Miss 


Frances Le Baron, Elgin, Ill., and Miss L. I 
Stearns, of Milwaukee, Wis., on the variot 
relations of the library to the community 
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Boston P. L. On Jan. 17 Carl B. Christen-| ures, mostly illustrations from magazines 


son, who said he was a professor in Waterloo 
College, Waterloo, Ia., was arrested for steal- 
ing books from the publiclibrary. There were 
found at his rooms 63 books taken from the 
Boston Public Library, and a number bearing 
the stamp of the Hartford Public Library. The 
arrest was due to information given the police 
by a second-hand bookseller to whom Christen- 
son had offered some of the stolen volumes. 
The defence at first entered was kleptomania, 
but the prisoner pleaded guilty, and on Jan. 
Ig was sentenced to three months in the house 
of correction, 


Braddock, Pa. Carnegie F. L. (Rpt., 1896.) 
Added 1059; total 12,343. Issued, home use 
53,065 (fict. 76 %); no exact statistics of ref. use 
are kept. Amount spent for salaries, incl. 
janitor help, $3960. 

The circulation shows a gain of 1113 v. dur- 
ing the year, and a decrease in fiction reading 
from 78 #to 76%. There has been a gain in 
the issue of books in all classes except fiction 
and natural science, in which latter division 
there has been a loss of 100 v. 

A re-registration of borrowers was con- 
ducted during the year; 8000 persons had re- 
ceived cards since the library was opened in 
1889. There are now 2255 borrowers on the 
register, of whom 646 are residents of outlying 
towns. 

More than one-half the books in the library 
are works of fiction, a proportion that Miss 
Sperry thinks unusually large. She recom- 
mends that the collection be more symmetri- 
cally developed, and that a book fund be estab- 
lished, to be available between the months of 
October and May. ‘ After the holidays there 
are many good opportunities to buy good 
books at auction sales, and it is desirable that 
the librarian should know how much money 
there is to depend on.” 

The most important work of the year has 
been the changing of the classed card catalog 
into dictionary form; at present it is impossi- 
ble to undertake a printed catalog, on account 
of its expense. The printing of the library re- 
port, which has not yet been done, is con- 
sidered of more importance. 

“‘In January an index to events of local 
importance mentioned in the newspapers was 
begun, and has been continued through the 
year. This is largely a labor of love, for the 
benefit of posterity. Years hence, when the 
history of Braddock comes to be written, the 
carefully-preserved files of daily papers, with 
a continuous index to their contents, will be a 
treasure which the historian will appreciate. 
It is probable that the newspapers will co- 
operate with us in the work by printing the in- 
dex for each year.” 

The children’s room has been made more at- 
tractive, and is constantly used. The addition 
of some quiet games is suggested, asis also the 
plan of teaching the children to cut pictures for 
scrap-books, tut lack of sufficient supervision 
makes this impossible at present. 

The library has acollection of about 600 pict- 


mounted on tag-board, also colored ‘* art sup- 
plements,” studies for china painting, em- 
broidery, etc. These were exhibited for a 
week in November, and aroused so much in- 
terest that an art loan exhibition has been 
prepared for February. 

A weekly column of library notes has been 
started in one of the local papers, and copies 
are mailed from time to time to people who it 
is thought will be specially interested. 

Miss Sperry says: ‘‘ Much of the success of 
the work depends on the intelligence and en- 
thusiasm of the attendants at the loan-desk. 
To increase their interest and to promote good- 
fellowship between us a weekly meeting is ar- 
ranged in the librarian’s office on Tuesday 
afternoons. At such times matters of practical 
interest are talked over and systematic in- 
struction is given in the use of reference- 
books, card catalog, and other library tools. 
Special books are assigned for examination 
during the week and are reported on at the 
next meeting. A manifest interest has been 
aroused, and amply justifies the time spent by 
librarians and assistants in this branch of 
work,” 


Bridgeport (Ct.) P. Z. The third annual art 
loan exhibition was opened in the art depart- 
ment of the library on Jan. 4. It included 
about 127 pictures — oil paintings and pastels 
— of which about 75 ¥ were shown at the last 
spring exhibition at the N. Y. Academy of 
Design, and most of the others had been dis- 
played at the Boston Academy of Fine Arts. 
It will be succeeded by a water-color exhibi- 
tion. 


Buffalo (N. Y.) L. On Jan. 19 the board of 
aldermen adopted a resolution providing for 
the introduction into the legislature of an en- 
abling act under which the city may contract 
with the library authorities for the administra- 
tion of the library as a free public institution 
supported by city appropriation. Immediately 
on the passage of the resolution it was signed 
by the mayor. The bill was promptly sent to 
Albany, and on Jan. 27 was reported from the 
cities committee. Its passage is practically 
assured. 


Carpentersville (/il.) P. L. The library build- 
ing given to the village by Mrs. G: P. Lord, of 
Elgin, Ill., was opened on Jan. 2. Itis deeded 
to the Carpentersville Congregational church, 
subject to a 99 years lease, held by the library 
board. The building is of brick, with stone 
trimmings, and contains lecture-room as well 
as reading-room, reference-room, stack-room, 
etc. 


Cedar Rapids (Ja.) F. P. L. The library was 
opened to the public on Jan. 14, and the statis- 
tics of use for its first week of existence are 
most encouraging. They show a registration 
of s28 borrowers, to whom 566 v. were issued 
for home use, while there were 1012 visitors to 
the reading-room. This is a most gratifying 
exhibit of the place the library has at once 
taken in the life of the community. 
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(Zenn.) L. A. Added 


ssued 


C illanooga 
total 


(Rpt.) 


430; 5015; 12,000; membershiy 
332. Receipts $1060.52; expenses $974.72. 
Chicago, library; ectaltcalion in The direc 
tors of the Public Library, the Newberry Li 
brary, and the John Crerar Library some 


months since held several conferences on the 
inadvisability of duplicating their collections 
and agreed on the following classification for 
each library 


‘* Public Library. — All wholesomely enter- 
taining and generally instructive books, espe 
cially such as are desired by the citizens for 
general home use. Also collections of news- 


papers, patents, government documents, books 
for the blind, and in architecture and the dec« 
rative arts. 

** Newberry Library. Literature, language 
history, sociology, philosophy, 
arts in part, medicine. 

‘*The John Crerar Library. — Physical and 
natural sciences, useful arts, fine arts 
social sciences and their applications.” 

Social science will be included within the 
field of both the Newberry and John Crerar li- 
braries, as the demand for this literature is so 
great that no considerable amount of duplica- 
tion is considered unnecessary. The Crerar Li- 
brary will be strictly scientific, and yet suffi- 
ciently broad in its classification of the sciences. 
Medicine will be omitted only on account of the 
value of the collection already made by the 
Newberry Library. A number of scientific 
works belonging to the Newberry Library 
already have been purchased and transferred 
to the John Crerar Library. The division of 
classification now being rapidly consummated 
will increase greatly the specialized scope of 
Chicago's three great libraries. It has been 
proposed to publish one large catalog which 
will cover the books of the three institutions. 


Chicago, John Crerar L. The date of open- 
ing of the library has been extended from Feb. 
1 to April 1. 


Chicago, Newberry L. The bibliographical 
museum of the Newberry Library was opened 
to the public on Monday, Jan. 4. The room 
used for the purpose is on the first floor, west of 
the main entrance ; it is well lighted and fitted 
with several upright wall bookcases and with 
central museum cases, in which the rarer bind- 
ings and mss. are displayed. The complete 
collection numbers about 15co v., though only 
a part of that number are yet displayed. 
Among the examples shown are 53 v. of incunab- 
ula, s1 illuminated mss., 53 v. containing rare 
specimens of early engraving, and III note- 
worthy bindings. The museum is open from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on week-days. 


Cleveland (O.) P. L. A number of black- 
boards have recently been placed in the library, 
on which timely bulletins are presented. In 
the juvenile department a recent inscription 
was: ‘‘Boys, do you want war stories? The 
following are now in;” then followed a list of 
the books available; another board contained 
this inscription: ‘‘Artistic book-making: see 
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Cleveland, O. Cased A recent exhibition at 


the Case Library consisted of a collection of 
books and plates intended t lustrate furni 
ture and interior decoration It showed ex 
amples of furniture from various periods and 
countries, and was particularly rich in spec 

mens of colonial furniture; including also re 
productions of frescoes, tapestries, etc. An 


exhibition of amateur photography was opened 
on Feb. 1. 

Colorado, lib, legislation in. On Jan, 15 Sen 
ator Crosby introduced into the state senate a 


bill creating a board of state library commis 
appointed by the governor and 
to have supervision of all public libraries 
in the state. This bill was prepared by the 
officers of the Library Association 
and has the hearty support of that body. 


Denver (Colo.) P. The library recently 
issued an invitation to the public, as follows 


sioners, to be 
tree 


Colorado 


Are you interested in what celebrated men 
and women have accomplished, what they 
looked like, where and how they lived? Call 
and take your choice from the collection of bi 


ographies which the public library offers this 
week,” 
Detroit (Mich.) P. L. In his annual message 


the mayor recommends the establishment of 
two branch libraries as necessary if the library 
is to remain in its present location. He adds 
‘*In my opinion too much money is spent by 
the present board of library commissioners for 
scientific and technical works, which are sel- 
dom called for, and not enough is used for the 
kind of books sought for by the average tax 
payer.” 


Erie (Pa.) P. 7. On Jan. 14 the contract for 


the construction of the new library building 

was awarded to Henry Shenk for $100,397 
Foresttort (N. Y.) P. Z. The new library 

building was dedicated on Jan. 30 under the 


auspices of the local Literary and Social Union, 
through whose efforts it was established. The 
building, which cost $1300, is two-storied, con- 
taining on the first floor a library-room 20 x 30 
feet and lighted on three sides, with kitchenand 
sitting-room for the use of the caretaker and his 
family; the upper story contains a large room 
not yet in use, and bedrooms for the caretaker. 
The library will be open daily from 9 a.m. to 
) p.m.; as yetitis used only as a reading-room, 
but efforts are being made to obtain sufficient 
books to make it a circulating library as well. 
The site for the library was given to the asso- 
ciation by the heirs of the Blake estate in For- 
estport; the money for its establishment was 
raised by subscription, and many of the fittings 
were given by local dealers. 
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Franklin and Marshall Collece, Lancaster, Pa. \ Illinois, lib. legislation in, On Jan. 19 Rep- 
The building committee of the college de-| resentative Bryant introduced into the state 
cided on Jan. 13 upona site and plans for a new | legislature a bill amending the library law so 
library building, to cost $25,000, the gift of | as to enable townships or cities of not less than 
Gen. J. Watts De Peyster, of Tivoli, N. Y. The | 5000 inhabitants to organize libraries in the 
building will be located in the lower end of the | same manner as is now prescribed for cities of 
campus, and will have room for 75,000 v. larger population. 


Indiana, lib. legislation in. A bill has been 
introduced into the state legislature by Senator 
McCord providing for ‘‘a state library system 
in connection with the schools of the state.” 
Control of the state library and the state library 

Grand Rapids (Mich.) P. L. The civil ser- | system is vested inthe state board of education, 
vice system has been introduced into the ad-| which shall also act as a state library board. 
ministration of the library, and after Feb. rall | The state ‘‘system” shall comprise the state 
appointments will be made only after a com- | library and all local libraries supported wholly 


Galena (/il.) P. L. (2d rpt.) Added 751; to- 
tal 3389. Issued, home use 25,327(fict. 22,547); | 
visitors to reading-room 32,569. New registra- | 
tion 186; total cardholders 1337 


petitive examination of applicants. | Or in part by taxation, and the management of 
| the various libraries shall be vested in the local 

Green Bay, Wis. Kellogg P.L. (Rpt.) Add-| school boards, with general supervision and 
ed 546; total 4993. Issued 40,558; visitors to | inspection by the state board. The bill pro- 
reading-room 6441. vides at length for the appointment of a state 


Che library was open 303 days, and the cir-| |jbrarian and assistants by the library board, 
culation shows an increase of 14,474 over the | the former to serve for a term of two years or 
previous year. until a successor is appointed ; it outlines work 
to be done by the state library force to aid 
teachers in the use of books, through reading 
circles, etc., and provides for the loaning of 
j books fromthe state library. The bill, as may 

Hartford, Ct. Watkinson L. (33d rpt.)' Add-| be seen, gives a very wide extension of power 
ed 1013 v., 266 pm. ; total 48,834. | to school authorities ; it practically gives the 

The year's additions included a number of | state librarian authority over all libraries, and 
rare and valuable accessions to the departments | jt js a curious example of what library legisla- 
of history and architecture. ‘‘ The collection | tion should not be. It has been opposed by 
of pamphlets made by Noah Webster were re- | the state library association and it is to be 
ceived from the Hartford Public Library as be- | hoped that this opposition will be effective. 
ing more suitable to this library; volumes of 
Macmillan'’s Magazine, Educati mal Review, and | Towa City (fa.) P. L. The library was opened 
the London Sfectator were given in return, as | 07 the evening of Jan. 20, when a large audi 
the public library takes these journals and | ence attended the dedicatory exercises. It starts 
needed them to fill its sets.” | work with 1300 v. 

The following sets were indexed during the Kansas City (Kan.) P. L. A. Added 208 : 
year Englise he Studien, Anglia,and Die Graph- | total 1450. Issued 3146; membership 172. 
ische Kuenste. ‘‘ This brings to notice a great | Serra 7 : 7 
number of scientific articles filled with the latest Kansas State L., Topeka. (Biennial rpt.— 
knowledge, and they have been carried intothe | two years ending June 30, 1896.) Added 2761; 
cardcatalog. The library duplicates which had | total 37,577. | ; ; : 
been accumulating for many years were sent Che librarian briefly reviews the library laws 
to Boston and sold in May. About 714 v. and | Of the several states where travelling libraries 
348 pm. were disposed of by auction for $543. | OF State commissions are established, and urges 
Certain books from the Brinley gift were in- | the adoption of similar legislation in Kansas. 
cluded, and it is interesting to note that nearly | Most of the report is devoted to opposing the 
every one brought a higher price than when | Suggested transference of the miscellaneous 
sold with that library.” collection of the state library to the care and 
, % . . control of the State Historical Association, 

_ Helena ( Afont.) P.L. Mr. Patton, the libra-/| thus making the library distinctly a law library 
rian, is bringing the library effectively before | and largely extending the province of the asso- 
the public through the medium of the local | cjation. ‘‘This attempt to divide the state li- 
press. He has published several interesting brary, and despoil it of one of its principal 
reading lists in the Helena /ndependent, among | features, has been made with biennial regu- 
the recent ones being good listson Woman suf- | larity for a decade of years, but each time has 
frage, proand com, and Electoral reform. failed to meet with the approval of the legis- 

Huntington (L. J.) L. A. (22d rpt.) Added lature. If any plan of consolidation is seri- 
6 aha came eens  Manenniinnh on: ously contemplated it is only fair to suggest the 

4; tota? 3933. _— Pts 9352-415 | feasibility and propriety of removing the mis- 
expenses $338.29. $ er > , : as er 

cellaneous books of the historical library to the 

Hutchinson (Kan.) P. L. The library was | state library, leaving the historical department 
opened to the public on the afternoon of Jan. | in full control of the books, manuscripts, 
16. It is open two afternoons and evenings of | papers, and other collections pertaining to the 
each week. history of Kansas and that part of the country 


Greenville, Mich. The libraries of the high 
school and the Ladies’ Club have been consoli- 
dated into a public library. 
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with which the state is directly mnected by 


boundary tradition.’ 
Aen 


port of the association, presented at 


ha (Wis.) P. L. A Phe first annual re 
a meeting 
held Jan. 11, is an interesting review of the 
work accomplished since the first meeting t 
consider the establishment of the library 
held in January, 1896. The association started 
work with 144 members, each contributing $2 
yearly. With the $288 thus secured a library- 
room was obtained at a nominal rent, contribu 
tions of furniture, books, and periodicals were 
asked and received in considerable 
and a gift of $1000 was made to the association 
by G. T. Yule. [This was followed by the gift 
of a like sum from Edward Bain, and on March 
14, 1896, the library was opened to the publi 
On the first day 60 books wereissued. I 
brary now contains 2954 v., and duri t 
months covered by the report git 
have drawn 14,801 rhe president of 
the association recommends that the present 
plan be tried for the new year, as the time is 
not yet ripe to obtain support by taxation. He 
asks for subscriptions from citizens for t} 
support of the library, for new members, and 
for gifts of books and magazines. Chi 


was 


numoders, 





ng 
borrowers 


books. 


iren'’s 


books are especially needed rhe thanks of 
the association are tendered to Miss L. E. 
Stearns, of the state library commission, ‘* for 


the many valuable suggestions which she made 
tothe management in the preliminary work of 
establishing the library.” 


Minneapolis (Minn.) P. 1 
ending Dec. 3t, '96.) Added 11,034 ; besides 
book purchases $3429.42 have been for 
periodicals. Total, ‘‘in round numbers,” 93,0 
v., of which 20,000 are duplicates. 


(7th rpt. — year 
spent 


“ 
Te | 
issued 





home use 559,053, an increase of 24% over 1895 
being ‘‘the largest increase in a year 
which has ever taken place.” Libr nd ref- 
erence use is estimated at 1,000,000, and thisis 


said to be a conservative figure. The issue sta 
tistics show that 48 % of the circulation was f1 
the central library, 52 % from branches and sta 
tions, and 20,877 v. werecirculated through the 
publicschools. During the year 11,095 t 
ers’ cards and 590 shelf permits have | 
sued. 

The salary expenses for the staff of 4f 
sons amounted to $22,743, as against $22,949 
45 persons in 1895. ‘*During six months of 
the year a portion of the staff suffered a heavy 
reduction of wages. The deprivation was borne 
in every case cheerfully, each employe recog- 
nizing that the city was in a strait and crediting 


rrow- 


een 1S- 


per- 


for 


the board with the best intentions.”” ‘‘ Each 
member of the force takes her turn at the refer 
ence and issuing departments; it often happens 


that these rooms are overflowing, at which time 
every cataloger is needed to take care of the 
crowd. The increase in circulation and the 
added service have seri inter 
fered with the f cataloging, and it 
has been found impossible to make time for the 
needed inventory of the library.” 

During the year the collection of antique 
casts made, at a cost of $10,500, for the Minne- 


entailed usly 


progress « 
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apolis Exposition was presented the library 
it ha een placed int estit t t galleries 

f the ling, and in the board n fee 
t t{ esse at sure in this kind suc s 
few s Amer ican | irallel.’ 

Dr. Hosmer speaks interestingly on the sul 
e f el-reading,and es Andrew Carne 

Spr r he le the nnie briar-bush.” 
That | k wa ¢ times during the 
year, a cire ition exces g that of any other 
volume. In order to lead people's minds more 
directly from fiction t her rea g he has 
luring the year de ered sever 1 esses or 
the librar ind its us¢ the put the var 
us schools, and has spoken to chers or 
German medieval poetry He now plans a 
series of art talks to the pupils of the four high 

10ools and six free public stor lectures t 
be delivere n the chape ot the ! ersity, as 
the library } ture-! 

Vinnesot 16, commission for. On jan. 15a 
bill was introduced into the state legisl: e by 
Representat ve Staples, pl ng tor at 
lishment f system of travelling raries 





sup} 

library commission. The con 1 is te t 
sist of three members appointe: y the gover 
nor president of the state university 
and the state superintendent of public instru 
tion as ficio members. The commissioners 
are to be allowed travelling expenses, but n 
salaries. The bill appropriates $5000 for 1597 


and $3000 annually thereafter. 








Vebraska, lih. commission for, On 18 
Representative Wimberley introduced into the 
state legislature a bill t reate a public libra 
commission that shallestablish and have charge 

free travelling libraries t be operated 
throughout the state 

Vew n(Ct.) F. P. LZ Rpt earend 

g Sept. 5.) Added 4739; total 33,081 
Issued, home use 243,219 (fict. $1.4 %, juv. fict 
19.5 *) New registration 681 total registra 
tion 12,86 ‘This year for the first time 
separate account was kept of the circulation of 
uvenile non-fiction; 16,000 volumes were cir 

ulated i ttle over one-fourth of the tot 
circulation of non-fictior rhere is a slight in- 
crease in the percentage of adult fiction and a 
slight decrease in that of juvenile fiction. 

Mr. Stetson says: ‘‘Over a year's experi 
ence in admitting the | blic to the shelves, in 
fact expecting patrons to select books from the 
shelves, althoug! ks are brought by the at- 
tendants when it is so requested, is sufficient 
to show that the public much pleased, and 


lisadvantages to the library are much less than 


was feared in some respects The fear that 
h more room would be needed is unfounced 
except as regards fiction The loss of books 
has not been as large as might have been 
looked for No larger force is necessary, or 
count of the labor required to keep books in 
rder; what is gained in not having sts t 
look up can be spent in attending tothe shelves 


In my 1 so 


judgment the plan is a success, ar 
iditi ontinue I think it 


ditions 
in operation.’ 


ng as present ce¢ 


t 
should be continued 
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New York F.C. LZ. (17th rpt.) Added 13,688; 


total 93,681. Issued, home use 752,329 (fict. 
305,062, juv. 223,707); hall use 24,395 





- 
cardholders 13.560, total registration 8:,523 
Expenses $47,255.21. These statistics cover the 
six branches thai make up the library's ‘* plant.’ 





Mr. Bostwick says: ‘‘ During the year just 
passed the library has circulated, in round 
numbers, three-quarters of a million volumes, 


at a cost of little more than six cents a volume.” 
rhe circulation, an increase of 97,878 over the 
previous year, is the largest in the history of 
the library; part of it is due to the establish- 
ment of a new branch at Bloomingdale (the« 
sixth), but a chief factor in the increase has 
been found in ‘‘the present plan of putting 
current literature on the shelves as soon as 
published,” ‘‘It has been found that many read- 
ers have been attracted by this, and that they 
will even ask to be transferred from one branch 
to another, where they fancy the new books 
are to be obtained a little earlier.” 

Mr. Bostwick recommends that a trial of the 
open-shelf system be made at one of the 
branches, preferably the Bloomingdale branch, 
also that the two-book system, now in opera- 
tion at one branch, be extended to all the 
libraries. 

The committee on ways and means recites 
the efforts that have been made to obtain added 
support for the library —efforts that have not 
proved very successful, despite the large public 
meeting held in behalf of the library in the 
spring. The library now ranks fourth in the 
United States in point of circulation, the Phila- 
delphia Free Library taking third place. 





N Y. FP. L.—Astor, Lenox, and Tilden 
foundations. The library has issued the first 
(January) number of a monthly Audictin, in 
which much interesting information concerning 
work accomplished and contemplated is made 
public. The bulletin (40 p. O.) opens with an 
‘*introductory statement” giving an historical 
outline of the founding of the library and of 
the origin of its three constituent corporations. 
he address presented by the trustees to the 
mayor in March, 1896, outlining the needs and 
proposed scope of the library follows, and the 
report of the director for 1896 cover the re- 
maining 14 pages. 

In the introductory statement the matter of 
a site is given consideration, and the present 
status is stated. It is, briefly, that the reser 
voir site on Fifth avenue, between goth and 42d 
streets, has been selected bythe trustees for the 
purpose; the selection was approved by the 
mayor, but the power to contract with the 
library authorities for the use of the site being 
vested in the Department of Public Parks, it 
was necessary to obtain a resolution from the 
board of aldermen placing the site under the 
control of that department before further ne- 
gotiations could be carried on. This resolution 
was passed by the aldermen on Dec. 22, 1896 
and signed by the mayor two days later; it 
contained the proviso that the reservoir should 
not be removed until the water-mains now in 
process of construction on Fifth avenue should 
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be completed to 38th street, when its usefulness 
wou'd be wholly atanend, ‘‘It still remains 
for the trustees to secure from the board of 
estimate and apportionment the proper auther- 
ity for the removal of the reservoir, and then 
to enter into negotiations with the Department 
of Public Parks for a contract allowing the use 
of the reservoir site for the establishment of 
a library building 

Dr. Billings'’s report is a careful and detailed 
Statement of the work accomplished at the 
libraries in 1896. Much progress has been 
made and is now making in the cataloging, 
work that had fallen much behind and was ina 
very unsatisfactory condition when the director 
took charge. On Dec. 31, 1896, the total num- 
ber of volumes in the Astor building was 
283,207; in the Lenox building, 109 , making 





a total of 392,784. Of pamphlets there are in 
the Astor about 30,000, in the Lenox 39,15 
making a tctal of 69,159 The number 


luplicates is roughly estimated at 15,000. 

In both Astor and Lenox the subject of clas- 
sification and she'f-location will receive special 
attention this year. At present the fixed loca 
tion is used in both libraries, and the scheme of 
classification is unsatisfactory. A subject cata- 
log for the Astor is being made. At the begin 
ning of 1896 the Lenox had one cataloger, th« 
Astor two, ‘‘a force quite unable to deal with 
o:dinary current accessions.” There are now 
16 catalogers empl -yed, seven at the Lenox, 
cata'oging the collection of local histories of 
counties and towns, and the remaining nine 
on duty in the Astor building. ‘‘ There ar: 
now on hand at the Astor building about 
25,000 books and pamphlets uncataloged, and 
at least 150,000 books and pamphlets which 
should be recataloged and classified in accord 
ance with modern ideas. At the Lenox there 
are over 100,000 books and pamphlets wait- 
ing to be cataloged on a satisfactory plan. The 
usual form of accession-book is now being 
kept, but there are no accession-books for the 
volumes obtained prior to 1876.” 

Much shelving was added to the libraries 
in 1896, amounting to 5332 lineal feet in the 
Lenox and 4700in the Astor building. A large 
part of the lower floor of the Astor Library, 
hitherto unemployed, has also been brought 
into use. The total number of current periodi- 
cals regularly received at the Astor Library 
last year was 1074, and 350 additions were or- 
dered to begin with 1897. The number of 
readers in the Astor increased from 85,182 in 
1895 to 96,260 in 1896, and the number of vol 
umes consulted increased from 225,477 in 1895 
to 236,513 in 1896. In the Lenox the number of 
readers increased from 9149 in 1895 to 13,228 in 
1896, and the number of volumes used in- 
creased from 35,217 in 1895 to 55,692 in 1896. 
The greatest relative increase is in the depart- 
ment of American history, in which 10,711 vol- 
umes were called for in 1895 and 27,727 in 1896. 
The most notable addition of the year was the 
fine Emmett collection covering American revo- 
lutionary history. The list of accessions in- 
cludes many notable features, one of special 
interest being the agreement made with the 
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American Bible Society, by which its valua 


collection of Bibles,and books relating theret 
} i; 


are to be deposited in the Lenox building a 


made available for the use of the publi 
Oakland (Cal.) F. P. 7. Wt has been ce 
to issue a monthly bulletin of accessions 


cial lists, etc., for free distribution 


Ohio State L., Columbu Under the 
rules established for the governing of the 
brary, books may be drawn for home u 
any citizen of the state, under very br 


regulations, the board of library ss 
determining what books may and may nct 
rculated Stat yfficers may draw |! ks 
giving a receipt for them, and citizens desir 
the same pr vilege may obdta ton furnis! 
1satistactory guarantee or Dy applying throug 


} 


the public !ibrary in theircity. Books may 
kept for two weeks and renewed for a 





period, and all expenses connected with the 
issue are borne by the borrower. The 

as started a travelling library system 
forming collections of 25 books which are se 
to any person or persons applying for then 
be kept for one month, or for a longer per 


fesired. The only condition of their use 
’ 


that express charges sha 





r 

rower. 

Or n, lib, islation in A | auth 
the establishment of free public librar i 
corporated cities and school dist: has bee 
prepared for ntroduction into the e legis 
ture It provides that the municip+! auth 
ties of any incorporated city or the sch 
lirectors of any school district not with 
mits of an incorporated city shall be a 





rized to submit to voters at regular municif 
elections the question whether rt 
hal! be levied or col'ected not to exces 


one mill on the dollar, for the purposs 


eStablishing and maint 


uinir in su 
or district free public libraries and rea 
rooms, or purchasing books, purchasir 


leasing buildings for library purposes, e 
‘‘If a majority of the votes ca on si 
proposed tax shall be in favor there 





municipal au‘ horitic 
shall be thereby authorized to levy and « 
such tax, and expend the same as hereir 
provided. Whenever 10 percent. of the leg 





voters of any city or school district shal “ti 
tion for a tax for library and reading-ro« 
poses, the municipal authorities, or board 
lirectors, must bmit th estion t t 
al voter at the next elect All t 
collected under the law hall » kr vt 
‘library fund” and used forthe pur ¢ 
authorized After the adoption of the act 


city of less than 20.000 inhabitants five 





trustees shall be elected, 
for similar terms as the other town off 


ol district the school directors sha! 4 


a sch 
as library trustees. in.a city of more 
20,000 inhabitants one citizen f 
shall be elected to constitute a boar ft 

tees, and at each succeeding election a simil 


body shall be elected in the same way 





from each war 


February, '97) THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


, 
I t e wet for 
y 
S - ¢ ¢ 
‘ ' 
es 
¢ ri 
on» 
is rthe 
‘ t ' 
' 1 
I 
trur 
i 
” 
r ¢ \ 
r the ' . 
Ss ¢ 
es 
, ' 
+} 
e ’ 


? 
wis t 7 
the 7 
4 
\ rt 
| ¢ 
ta © made 
} 
15877 esst 
' he f , . +} 
' ft rt 
sur 1, and fort 
t i iggested t t 
f P @me } 
ref edtothe att - 
sj } rr) tr 7 
Ac ‘ mer tr 
iken vthe vy 
iry 
Che recer we ¢ 
lid not re bh +} 
¢ f 1 ‘ 
' 
art ' P 
ra the 
j 
Ly } n he 
‘ he 
’ T reit 
\ recept 
Mel ew ' 
l)r be t ' ther 





i ne rary was 
e beer sed 
{ k ning t 
P y ; ' 
‘ t ei 
rf ( ttings, 
re ed at 
r anged on the 
the brary s 
er 
, A t 
ent et slat P 
’ the 
} ' 
ste 
( | Wes 
( er r 
} 
1 Rpt 
Che ' ne 
, Ir ' 
Ta 
te ha re 
' raf t 
' le é 
¢ the 1 ‘ 
} } s he | t 
i reference 
t Wa I y t 
1 he issued \ 
¢ ther 
t In ' vy ol 
V i arge } r\ 
te 1 + , re r 
ed tl t The t 
ts” r ré nte } 
: ef ence wt te 
he librarv are not 
t r her was 7 ? 
he } ‘ < +} 
; } 
' rar 
theranc e. t 
subiect Pf ¢ 
newt ‘ ] he 
t ra ‘ erTri¢r Lm | lent 
' +} state } r 
st f the € 
t 1 t to the 
a I 
f the t which 
Ar gy the ¢ 
‘ t} "nate 
] f rare 
| nh were 
! el e< 
aced 
The 7 ersary 
‘ } \ th 
' if ' hirthd 
rofthe tructees wae 
) | was owed 
t the brar when 
' rogre i 
‘ ry \ 















































































————m 


ae 





110 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


Princeton, Til. Watson P. L. The library 
was reopened for the circulation of books on 
Dec. 8, 1896. Great satisfaction has been ex- 
pressed by the public in the decided improve- 
ments made. The library-room, which was 
small and often crowded to its fullest capacity, 
has been enlarged to twice its former size and 
new standard shelving added. One end of the 
room has been devoted to reference-work, and 
the table and books have been speedily put into 
use. The library has been reclassified by the 
Dewey decimal system, and a card shelf-list 
and card catalog are being made. The work 
of reorganizing and cataloging is under the di- 
rection of Elizabeth P. Clarke, of Armour Li- 
brary Class, ‘97. 


Revere (Mass.) P. L. On Jan. tg the Revere 
town-hall was nearly destroyed by fire, andthe 
library, which occupied the upper story, was 
seriously damaged. All the town books and 
records were saved, and a part of the library's 
collection was sucessfully removed, but the loss 
is considerable. The library was insured for 


Sr oo. 


St. Louis (Mo.) P. 7 The St. Louis Repu bli. 
of Jan. 17 contains an interesting article on the 
levelopment and work of the library in its va- 
rious branches. The following comparative 
statistics were given: v. in library Jan. 1, 
1897, about 112,000; no. of persons registered 
since the library was made free 45,867; n¢ 
cards now in use(estimated ) 36,000; v. issued for 
home reading during 1896, 506,596. Inaddition 
to this §1,409 v. and 186,749 periodicals were 
issued for use in the library. The issue fer 
December, 1896, was 50,530, which is a gain of 
very nearly 50 over December, 1895, and is 
six times the issue of February, 1894, the 
largest issue of the year just prior to theopen 
ing of the free library _ 

A first step toward securing an adequate 
library building for St. Louis was taken by 
the library board at a special meeting held 
Jan. 26, when the board adopted a bill, ap- 
proved by Gen. ]. W. Noble and Arthur Lee, 
that will be presented to the legislature asking 
authority to have presented to the people a 
proposition to increase the taxes for five years 
so that a fund sufficient for the purpose may be 
accumulated. If the bill passes the matter will 
be submitted to voters at the spring election. 

San Francisco (Cal.) F. P. LZ. (Rpt. — year 
ending June 30, '96.) Added 5368; total 87,727. 
Issued 440,117 (fict. 30.42 ¢, juv. 17.10 %), of 
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was 10,000 as against 6500 in 1895, and there 
are now over 3500 borrowers. The income 
was $7300, with expenses of $820. Dur- 
ing the year free access to the shelves was in- 
augurated, and the system has worked well; a 
monthly printed bulletin was begun in Novem- 
ber, and the ‘‘two-book” system, adopted 
earlier in the year, has been availed of by near- 
ly one-third of the borrowers 





Stratford (Ct.) P. 1 The dispute between 
the town selectmen and the library associatior 
has been settled by giving the former body rep- 
resentation inthelibrary board. The town has 
for some time been contributing $800 towards 
the support of the library, but has not been fully 
represented in its management. A year ago 
the selectmen announced that they would with- 
draw support unless granted equal represen- 
tation on the board of directors. The asso- 
ciation will now ask the general assembly to 
amend the charter of the library sothat here- 
after it will have 22 members on its board of 
directors, half of whom will represent the as- 
sociation and the other half the town. 


Syracuse (N. Y.) Central 7 The annual re- 
port has just been issued. The total number of 
volumes now in the library is 31,145. Circula- 
tion for 1896 was 91,793 volumes, an increase 
of 814 per cent. above the circulation of the 
last year in the high school building, the loca- 
tion previous to 1894. Reading-room statistics 
for the last six months show 18,392 visitors. 
The Sunday afternoon opening has proved 
so successful that it has become a permanent 
thing, the time being ircreased by one hour. 
During the week the circulating department 
closes at 9 p.m. instead of 8 

The librarian writes: ‘‘ The crying need of 
the library is a children’s reading-room. As 
I write, every seat in the reading-room is taken, 
several persons are standing, and more than 
half the readers are boys of the poorer classes 

restless, of course. All departments are 
equally overcrowded. We hope for an appro- 
priation to build anaddition soon. Lists of new 
books are printed weekly in six local papers 
A move toward branch libraries, though on 
a small scale, has been made in granting a 
selection of books to the Working Girls’ Clut 
of Cavalry Church, and another set, of chil- 


| dren's books, to a home library. The home 


which 97,977 were issued from the four branch | 


libraries. These figures include reference as 
well as home use; the home use of books from 
the main library was 203,987, the ref. use 
133,153. Receipts $57,336.06; expenses $45,- 
181.54. 

The experiment of free access, tried at the 
Mission branch, has worked well. R 


Seattle (Wash.) P. 1. The record of the li- 
brary for 1896 is an encouraging one. Found- 
ed in 1890, it now contains about 13.500 v., the 
additions for the past year amounting to 140« 
‘ The average monthly circulation for 1896 


library movement has been inaugurated by the 
Central New York branch of Collegiate Alum- 
nz, and other libraries will be sent out from 
the central as fast as visitors are obtained.” 


Tennessee State L., Nashvill The report of 
the jointcommittee of the Senate and House 
recently appointed to investigate the state li- 
brary has been presented to the legislature. 
The committee say: ‘‘ As to the general condi- 
tion of the library, we are gratified to be able 
to state that no state library could be in better 
condition or more attractively conducted, con 
sidering the limited means placed by the legisla- 
ture at the disposalof the librarian. The books 
are kept clean and in their places, the office is 
run upon business principles, and at the same 
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time with the most invariable kindness upon the 


part of the state librarian and her assistant 


Troy (N. Y.) Y. M. A. LZ. (Rpt., 1896 
Added 1240; total not given. Issued, home 
use 56,282 ; ref. use 18,202. New registration 
301; total borrowers 5204 

‘‘A great increase in the number who will 
seek the privileges of the library may be ex- 
pected to follow our removal to the Hart Me- 
morial building, where greater and better fa- 
cilities for study will be available, and where 


other inducements to use the library will be 
present.” 


Univ. of Mich. L., Ann Arbor. (Rpt. 


year ending Oct. 1, '96.) Added, general l., 
5356 v., 261 pm., 68 maps; total ‘‘exceeds 
100,000. Total recorded use 133,515 ddi- 


tions to medical |. were 643 v., 6 pm.; to law! 
2s9 v. In addition to the accessions noted the 
general library received during the year two 
valuable collections of books: the philosophical 
library of Prof. George S. Morris, of about 
1100 volumes, presented by Mrs. Morris, and 
the Alpheus Felch historical library, of about 
3500 volumes, bequeathed to the university by 
the Hon. Alpheus Felch. When these have 
been classified and bound they will be of great 
practical use. 

‘Of the readers in the reading-room 58 were 
men and 42% women. A registry to determine 
the character of readers was kept during the 
week ending March 14. From this it appeared 
that 96.80 € were university students, 1.60 % 
were high school students, 1.60 % various per- 


sons. 





Walla Walla, Was It is proposed to estat 
lish a free library in Walla Walla under an 
existing statute which provides that a library 


fund of $1000 must be raised before the library 


may be founded. The sum required, however, 
may exist either in money or in books At 
yrresent about $670 have been raised for the 


I 
I urpose. 


Warren (Pa.) F. P. Ll. (Rpt Added 321; 
total 9444. Issued 36,456(fict. 2 76, juv. 6474). 
Cardholders 1743. Receipts $1805.88; expenses 


$1548.87. The statistics of receipts and ex- 
penditures cover only those of the general 


fund. 


Washington, D. C. U.S. Congressional L. 
Mr. Green's report for 1896 on the construction 
of the building gives the following facts 
‘* During the year the book-stacks have been 
completed, and most of the detail finishing of 
the interior has been completed; the work now 
in progress includes the construction of the 
book-carrying apparatus for service between 
the book-stacks, the public reading-room, and 
the capitol, construction of the pneumatic tube 
and private telepaone lines to the capitol 
through the tunnel, adjusting and finishing of 
the wood-work of the table fixtures and desks 
in the public reading-room, placing the last of 
| 


the door and window hardware, electric-light 


ing fixtures, plain painting and placing of the 
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few remaining mural pictures and bronze fig- 
ures, the bronze doors of the main entrance, 


construction of the fountain in the west ap- 


proaches, and the planting of shrubs and 
lwarf trees in the grounds to complete their 
esign. All of this work is rapidly drawing to 
a close, and the building will, without doubt, 
be entirely completed in every essential par- 


t'cular ready to be placed in the ands of its 
permanent custodian, for occupation and use, 
by the end of February, 18 


As this report will probably be the last to be 
presented, Mr. Green devotes much space to a 
general! history of the building from the time 


work was begun on it in 1589. 


Wilmington (Del.) Jnstitute J A compara- 
tive table of circulation prepared by librarian 
Sewall shows an increase of 10,663 in the home 
use of books for 1896 over 1895 rhe figures 
for 1896 are 14,562; those for 1805 were 
135,899. ‘‘ Approximately speaking, one-half 


belongs to fiction, one-quarter 


I 
of this increase 
1 the other quarter to the other 


to juvenile, anc 
departments of the library The registration 
of new borrowers during 18906 amounted to 





1778, as against 1680 for 1895, an increase of 
98. These figures show what any official or 
habitué of the library already knows, that not 
only are more people coming to the library 
than ever before, but that those who come are 
coming oftener.” 





Woonsocket, R. 7. Harris Institute 1 (Rpt. 
3,141. Issued 31,081 (fict. and 
b. 

Galt (Ontario, Can.) P. 1 The library was 


formally opened on the afternoon of Jan. 23 
Its history dates back to 1835, when the town 
was but a straggling settlement, and when, on 





Jan. 9, the Galt Subscription and Circulating 
Library was formed, with a capital of £2 

borrowed from a friend on the security of all 
of the members of theassociation. Thelibrary, 


contained in one or two pine bookcases, occ1 


pied for years the home of the librarian, that 
office for a considerable period being filled by 
a widow who carried on a little bakery and 
store in a two-story frame building The 
book-shelves were in an upper room and were 


reached by an outside staircase, which was 


none too safe in wintry weather The interest 
taken in the library may be judged from the 
fact that promptly on its organization 150 pay 
ing members were secured In 1853 the old 
association became the Galt Mechanics’ Insti 
tute, and for nearly 44 year fter that it hada 
prosperous career. In 1896 the town council 


made provision for the housing of the library 
in its present attractive rooms inthe new mar 


ket building, and there is little doubt that wit! 


in a year or so, when local finances permit, the 
library law of Ontario will be accepted, and 
the library will become a free public instit 
tion, supported by taxation 

Vontreal (Can.) P. 1 The library of the 


Chateau R amezay, Montreal! 








ee 





a a 


ee 





and antiquarian lore, is now free to the public. 
Its central site, opposite the city hall, brings it 
directly to the attention of visitors from a dis- 
tance. Chateau Ramezay is one of the most in- 
teresting buildings in America. It dates from 
1705, when Claude de Ramezay, Sieur de La- 
gesse, governor of Montreal, built it as his 
residence. After his death it was used for a 
long time by La Compagnie des Indes as a 
warehouse for its furs. In 1770 it was once 
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more adopted as the governor's official home. | 


As such Sir Guy Carleton vacated it when the 
Continental army captured Montreal, an event 


which made the chateau the headquarters of 


Franklin, Chase, and Carroll, the commission- 
ers charged with endeavoring to persuade the 
Canadians to cast in their lot with the thirteen 
revolted colonies. Inthe vault next the kitchen 
Franklin set up the first printing-press in Mon- 
trea!, from which he struck off his manifestoes 
to the inhabitants. On the defeat of Mont- 
gomery at Quebec the governor for the third 
time assumed residence withinits walls. From 
1841 to 1849 it was the headquarters of the 
government of the united provinces of Canada, 
and in the council-room, still in excellent or- 
der, the cabinet meetings were held. On the 
removal of the seat of government from Mon 
treal the chateau underwent many vicissitudes 


until through the generosity of Mr. H. J. Tiffin | 


it was recent!y handed over, with its contents, 
to the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society as 
trustee for the public. The chateau is filled 
with interesting portraits and relics of the 
early days of Canada; among the names it 
commemorates are many that won fame in the 
co'onial history of the Uni'ed States. The li- 
brary starts work with about 10,000 v. 


South Africa, Laurence, P. M. Public libra- 
ries in South Africa. (In Zhe Litrary, Jan., 
p. 3-16.) 

An interesting account of library affairs in 
South Africa; the writer has been chairman of 
the library committee of the Kimberley Public 
Library for 13 years. There are now 96 libra- 
ries in South Africa, of which the leading ones 
are in Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Kimberley, 
King Witliam's Town, and Grahamstown. 
These five libraries contain 131 543 V. 


Gifts and Bequests, 


Lehigh Univ. L., South Bethlichem, Pa. Mrs 
Coxe, widow of the late Eckley B. Coxe, has 
presented to the university the technical li- 
brary of her husband, which includes the col- 
lection of Julius Wiesback, of Freiburg. It 
numbers about S000 v 


Providence (R. 7.) P. 1 On Feb. 6 the an- 
nouncement was made that John Nicholas 
Brown, of Providence, had given to the Provi- 
dence Public Library Association, for the erec- | 
tion of a new building, the sum of $200,000. 
Further details of this magnificent gift will be 
given later 





Librarians. 


Biscor, Miss Ellen D., of the New York State 
Library School, class of '96, has been elected 
librarian of the Eau Claire (Wis.) Public Li- 
brary, succeeding Miss Louise Sutermeister. 

Bo.ton, Charles Knowles. Theengagement 
has been announced of Mr. C. K. Bo!ton, libra- 
rian of the Brookline (Mass.) Public Library, to 
Miss Ethel Stanwood, daughter of Mr. Edward 
Stanwood, a trustee of the Brookline Public 
Library. 

BowERMAN, George Franklin (N. Y. State 
Library School, B.L.S. 1895), who, during 
the mouth of January, classified and cataloged 
the library of the Saturn Club, Buffalo, N. Y., 
accepted a position Feb. 1 as assistant in the 
New York State Library. 

pu Rieu, Dr. W. N., director of the Univer- 
sity Library at Leyden, died December 21, 1Sof 
Dr. du Rieu was born in Leyden, October 23, 
1829, at which time his father was burgomaster 
of Leyden. In 1864 he was appointed amanu- 
ensis of the University Library. Two years 
later he was promoted to become conservator 
of manuscripts. In 1880 he became librarian 
and director of the library. Asan authority 
on bibliographical and historical matters Dr 
du Rieu was highly regarded abroad as well as 
in his native country. His best-known works 
are ‘‘Repertorium der verhandeliogen en bijdra- 
gen betreffende de geschiedenis des vaderlands 
in mengelwerken en tijdschriften verschenen,’ 
‘ Register van acad. diss.,”’ and ‘‘ Album studi- 
osorum.” He also edited the correspondence 
of Christiaan Huygens, and was actively en- 
gaged in arranging to reproduce, by an autotype 
process, fac-similes of rare manuscripts, each to 
be furnished with critical and historical in'ro- 
ductions. This work, of which the first vol- 
ume—Codex Sarravianus-Colbertinus of the 
Old Testament — has just been issued, will no 
doubt suffer through theloss of its most enthu 
siastic projector and supporter. 





Hickcox, John Howard, died suddenly from 


heart disease in Washington, D. C., January 
30. Mr. Hickcox was born in Albany, N. Y., 
August 1o, 1832. When quite young he be- 


came associated with the New York Stat 


Library, of which he was the assistantlibrarian 


from 1858 to 1864 After the war he removed 
to Washington, where, in 1874, he received an 
appointment in the Congressional Library. A 
few years after he resigned and set himself up 
in the second-hand book business. From the 


start he made a specialty of government pub- 
lications, which led him, in 188s, to begin the 
publication of his ‘‘Monthly catalogue of 
United States publications,” of which ten vol- 
umes have appeared, carrying the record down 
through 1894, though one or two numbers are 
yet to be published to complete the set. His 
efficient work in this direction led the editor of 
the ‘‘ American Catalogue” to confide to Mr. 
Hickcox the compilation, on the plan already 
worked out in the volume for 1876-1884, of the 
appendixes to that catalog containing the list 
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i government publications in the succeeding 
volumes for 1854-1890 and 1890-1895. Whe 





F. A. Crandall assumed the duties of S 
perintendent of Documents he very wisely 
included Mr. Hickcox in his sta But 
fortunately Mr. Hick x | l een indepe 
dent so long that he could noteasily subordinate 
himself to the direction of others and shortly 
after his appointment he resigned the posit 

A month ago his only son, who had been |} 
close and loved companion for years, died sud 


denly. Mr Hickcox never re vered fr 


the shock, and, much weakened, he succumbed 
suddenly to heart disease. Mr. Hickcox, be 


sides his catalogues of government publica- 
tions and numerous contributions to newpapers 
and reviews on historical and bibliographica 
subjects, wrote the following ‘An histor 

account of American coinag« Albany, 1858 


which at that time proved of great service t 
students of American history; ‘* History of the 


bills of credit, or, paper currency of New 
York, from 1709 to 1739 Albany, 1865; ar 
= bibliography of the writings of Franklin 


Benjamin Hough, M.D 
By arrangement with Mr. Hickcox's w i 
business will be continued at 906 M Street 
Washington, by his old friend, G. A. Whitaker 
formerly bookseller at 941 Penna. Ave. Mr. 
Hickcox’s services to bibliography, especially 
in the line of government publications, were 
many and great, and his work will be held 
in honorable remembrance 


Washington, 185 


Roop, Osna, for eight years cataloger at the 
Newberry Library, has joined the cataloging 
force of the Astor Library, New York. 


Cataloging and Classification. 


The CLEVELAND (O.) P. L. has issued specia 
reading lists, nos. 3 and 4, relating to Abraham 
Lincoln and George Washington; they are 
compiled by Margaret G. Pierce and are ] 
and well arranged. 

The Fircusurc (AMass.) P. L. Bulletin for Jan 

, 


uary hasa reference! 


1¢ 


ston George Washington 


GUILLAUME, C: E The decin 
of literature. (In Sctence Gossip, Jan., 18 
p. 208 — 209; tr. from Za Nature.) 

Mr. Dewey's classification is considered as 
‘*solely ad ativ 
author says that ‘‘ Mr. Dewey, in his classifica 
tion, shows more the habits of an engineer 
than a scholar.’ 

NEWTON (‘Ma F. L. Audletin 1 5: booksadd 


ed from October, 180 t 


ministrative,’ not scientific, and the 


Newton, 180 73p.1.0 

The Provipence (4. 7.) P. L. Bulletin for 
January has an admirable reference list (1 
40) on William Wordsworth; it gives al 
useful index to other reference lists 1 
in 1896. 

The SALEM (J/ass.) P. L. Bulletin for January 
contains classed reading lists on Robert Brown- 
ing, E. B. Browning, and Winter. In the De- 
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u i e e¢ was a four-page Classe st 
I tior 
ihe § ) L. Bulletin cor 
t st t i e books intl 
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n eventh I F irat < 
sun ya 1 index 
NAM 
M Al inde The Ostert t Free l 
brary desires t orrect the entry of Mr 
Alexander's fu name in its catalog, fror 
Mrs. Annie F. (1 mas) Hector to Mrs. Ann‘ 
French) Hector Ihe facts in the matter are 
rieliy as follows: Some n ths since the Us 
er tl ary was aske the authority for 
¢ m given by it, whicl " pted by t 
or ther catalog, that of the Milwaukee Put 
Library The matter was ferred to Mrs 
Alexand wi r | ¢ giving er ¢ ect 
nat as ie (Frene Hector S was Ar 
nie French, ard married 





tor, dropping the maiden 
She wrote under her husband's 
, ' 


pseudonym, and states that she 
known in 





catalogs as ‘‘ Mrs. 


Pibliografp. 


BINDING The Portfolio for December, 1§ 
is devoted t Royal English bookbindings 
by Cyril Davenport There are many illus 


trations, some of them very fine. 
CATALOGUE général des grands écrivains de 


toutes les littératures. Paris, librairie Ga 


tier, 180 158 p. 8°, fr. 1.5 
CLAS Ma r, los. B Guide tothec} P 
of assical books New supplement (1 

1 8of London: David Nutt, 189 25 

128 p. 12° 

[his book is a supplement to the 1 k that 
was | shed in 1579, last edition in 188 
rhe portior containing the stof authors 
almost entirely confined to books published 
since 1878 Publishers and prices are giver 
the tter in terms of the country in which the 
ook was put shed The part f the } 
which erhaps, t t helpful is that wl 

s devoted to ielp to the study of ancier 
authors These helps are arranged alp} 
bet y by subjects Language histor 
mythology, et The conclt g part of the 
V ¢ is devoted to serial lists, such as th« 
known Teubner series of Gree nd La 

classics, et The chief criticisn iinst tl 
work as a wholeis that tothe uninitiated many 


fthe entries are too brief to be fully under 
1 


FINE ART. The annotated bibliography of 
Fine Art and Music by Russell Sturgis and 
Henry E. Krehbiel will be issued about March 
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25 by the Library Bureau for the American 
Library Association. In the scope and fulness 
of the notes prefixed to its successive parts, 






| February, ‘97 


! 
| by H. Welter, Paris, announces that it will dis- 


| continue publication. 


the reader and student will find aid thus far | 


unexampled ia any similar volume, 


Both con- | 


tributors have had for years to answer many | 


questions with regard to books. Every im- 
portant question thus put receives its answer in 
the pages of this guide. 

GeoLocy. Darton, N. H. Catalog and index 
of contributions to North American geology, 
1732-1891, U. S. Geological Survey bulletin, 
no. 127. Washington, Gov. Print. Office, 1897. 
1045 p. 8°. 

** The entries include a complete bibliograph- 
ic list of articles under authors’ names and 
analytical lists under localities by states, under 
formations by physiographic regions, and un- 
der a partial classification of ‘ geologic philoso- 
phy’ in which the alphabetical order of head- 
ings is, for some unstated reason, abandoned. 
Under each subdivision the order of entries is 
by date of publication; but undereach year 
titles often stand in accidental order, and this 
involves some inconvenience in such 2 subject 
as petrography, where the titles of a single 
year overrun a page column. Full references 
to place of publication are given only under 
the author’s name. With so many leading 
lines itis very easy to run down any desired 
subject. Florida coral reefs, for example, will 
be found under Florida; under Pleistocene 
formation, Gulf region ; under geologic philos- 
ophy, section cora! reefs; and under various 
authors. Errors appear to be very rare, al- 
though one well-known name is repeatedly mis- 
printed.”"—. Y. £ve. Post, Feb. 1, °97. 


JESUIT RELATIONS. The first volume of the 
‘** Jesuit relations,” now in course of publica- 
tion by the Burrows Bros. Co., of Cleveland, 
contains as an appendix interesting ‘* biblio- 
graphical data” concerning the eight docu- 
ments included in that volume. These are 
Lescarbot’s report on ‘‘La conversion des 
sauvages,” 1610; the ‘‘ Lettre missive of Ber- 
trand,” r610; three letters of Father P. Biard, 
1611; letter of E. Massé, 1611, and two reports 
on the Canadian missions and Indians by 
Father Jouvency. Mention is made of the 
copies of each document known to be in ex- 
istence, with reference to the various catalogs 
in which they are listed, and collations are 
given. 
ments are reproduced in fac-simile, or closely 
imitated. 

ScLaTerR, P. L. Bibliography of the published 
writings of Philip Lutley Sclater, F.R.S., sec- 


retary of the Zodlogical Society of London; 
prepared under the direction of G. Brown 
Goode. Wash., Gov. Print. Office, 
(Smithsonian Institution, Bulletin of the U. 
S. National Museum, no. 49.) 136 p. O. 


1896. 


| lication, as do England and Germany. 





The title-pages of the original docu- | 


Tur Acuvue Internationale des Archives, des 


Bibliotheques et des Musées, published since 1895 


Ithas, presumably, never 
received sufficient support from French libra- 
ries to put it upon a practicable commercial 
basis. Its short-lived existence recalls the fact 
that France possesses no distinctly library pub- 
While 
there are several French book jouinals of a 
semi-library character, there is no publication 
officially recognized as the organ of the French 
libraries. 


SUMMER SCHOOLS. Bibliography of American 
summer schools. (In report of U. S. Commis- 
sioner of Education, 1894-95, Vv. 2, p. 1486.) 

U. S. Fish Commission. The report of the 
U. S. Commissioner for the year ending June 
30, 1894, was published in 1896. It contains, 
p. 619-706, a list of papers published by the 
commission, arranged alphabetically by authors 
and followed by an index. 1934 publications 
are noted, and those out of print are indicated. 


Anonpms and Psendonpms. 

John Ackworth, author of ‘* Clog-shop chron- 
icles,” is the Rev. F. R. Smith. — Lidrary, 
Jan., '97, p. 38. 

Sidney Grier, author of some novels pub- 
lished by Blackwood, ‘‘is, I believe, Miss 
Hilda Gregg, a granddaughter of a bishop of 
Cork, who was long ago a popular preacher in 
Dublin.” —S. RoBERTSON NICOLL, in Bookman, 
Feb. '97. 

Benjamin Swift, author of ‘‘ Nancy Noon,’ 


| is the ps. of William R. Paterson. — Bookduyer, 


Feb., '97, p. 26. 

Frederick Benton Williams, ps. of Herbert FE. 
Hamblen, author of ‘‘On many seas,” pub- 
lished by Macmillan & Co. — Authority of editor 


§umors and Blunders. 


‘“‘A ROSE BY ANY OTHER NAME.” Not long 
since a great news company ordered of a prom- 
inent jobber a set of the ‘‘ Jesuit relations” as 
follows: 

** Please send us 

**t Ruben Gold, by Teraites, vol. 1.” 


FROM A SALES CATALOG: Stirling, James H. 
Text-Book to Kant. The Critique of Poor 
Reason. 8vo. N. Y., 1882. 

Tue following are among some books asked 
for by public library readers, taken from a li- 
brarian’s record of queer blunders: ‘‘ Poetical 
poems, by Lalla Roohk”; ‘ Black Beauty, a 
little book by Zola”; ‘‘ The stinking minister”; 
‘The stuck-up minister”; ‘‘From Jessie to 
Ernest”; ‘‘ A book describing place where they 
keep leopards on Sandwich Islands”; ‘‘ Round 
the red lamp chimney "’; ‘‘ Are there any Manx- 
mans in"? ‘‘ Dickens Tootpick papers "’; ‘“‘ Any 
book telling where sheet iron is mined "; ‘‘ Open- 
ing of the chestnut (Burr)”; ‘‘ Abraham's 
nights.” 
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IMPERFECT SETS. 


Recognizing the importance of periodical literature in modern libraries, THe 
Boston Book Company established its Library Department with the idea that a 
definite service could be rendered overworked librarians by an intelligent effort to 
supply them with sets of periodicals and Society transactions dA/iegraphically com 
plete and materially per feet. 

Under the old method, librarians were forced to buy such sets or parts of sets 
as appeared on booksellers’ catalogues, or were privately offered to them, taking 
their chances as to the completeness or perfectness of the sets. Before the publica 
tion of “ Poole’s Index” the shortcomings of such a mode of purchase were not 
apparent, because the deficiencies in sets so bought were not brought to special 
notice ; but in these days of thorough indexing the constant showing up of tanta- 
lizing defects obliges the conscientious librarian to assume the labor of collation, and 
the subsequent vexatious time and money cost involved in trying to make the 
defects good. 

It is exactly this burdensome and wasteful labor which THe Boston Book 
Company has endeavored to save librarians, by supplying only sets which have 
passed through the hands of a conscientious and carefully trained staff of collators 

We find, however, that some librarians still prefer to buy sets by the old 
method, and to such librarians we wish to make it known, that while we consider 
our method the economical and preferable one to libraries in the end, we are entirely 
willing to sell uncollated sets to such as prefer to buy them. 

We have always a great many uncollated sets on hand (because conscientious 
collation is a tedious and time-consuming work) and we can offer them as cheaply 
as any other dealers. In such cases we will make an offer of the volumes actually 
on hand, but will not undertake that every page, title-page, index, supplement, 
appendix, plate, or map is supplied, as we do ordinarily. 

Tue Boston Book Company only asks that a fair comparison of price and 
quality be made, and is perfectly willing to sell to librarians on any method they 
may prefer. 


Remainder Stock of Poole Sets. 


We have bound up for libraries a few sets of two periodicals that are to be 
included in the next supplement to “ Poole’s Index,’ 

«The Law Quarterly Review,” 
price in law sheep, $48.00, me?); and ‘** The Juridical Review, 
7 vols., cloth, $24.50 (regular price in law sheep, $33.25, #e7). 

This special price for cloth sets applies only to our stock now on hand. 

These two sets are recommended to the attention of librarians of General 
Libraries. Sample numbers will be sent on application. 


THE BOSTON BOOK CO.. 


154% Beacon Street, - - BOSTUN, MASS. 


” viz.: 
of London, 12 vols., cloth, $30.00 (regular 


of Edinburgh, 
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LIVRES DOCCASION 


En vente a la Librairie H. WELTER 


PARIS — 59, RUE 


Antiquités mexicaines, publ. ~~ Warden. 2 vol. in-fol. 
d.-mar. 1836-44, av. 176 pl. co 200 fr 
Archives des Missions scientifiques. Coll. compl. 1850- 


gt. 33 VOl., av. pl. Superbe état aco fr 
Art de vérifier les dates. Compl. en 44 Vv. in-8, cart 
1818-25 150 fr 
BARONIUS. Annales ecclesiasticé. 47 Vv. in.-4, rel 
1864-84 330 fr 
B tbe de l' Ecole des Chartes. Coll. bien compl., 1839-95 
Vv 650 tr 
Bibliothe gue Srancaise (éditée par Didot). 54 forts vol 
gr. in-8 A 2 col 270 fr 
Bib wy grecque-latine, A. Didot » vol. gr. in-8 
2 col. dont 35 vol. rel 6oo fr 
BORGHESI. (Exvres. g t. en to vol. Paris, Imp 
Nat 180 Ir 


Bulletin du Bibliophile (Techener). 1834-95. 55 Vol. 200 fr 
Bulletin monumental (Caumont). 1835-79, av. tabl 
a7 ¥ joo fr 
CAHIER et MARTIN rchéologie. 4 vol. 


Mélanges d'a 


BONAPARTE, 69— 


PARIS 





| PARDE \RDESSU S. Leis maritimes. 6 vol. n-4 220 fr 
PETITOT Coll. compl. des Mém. 131 vol. bro 
chés. 150 Ir 

PLACE. Ninive et Assyrie 3 vol. fol., av. 88 pl. (8 
fr.) 200 fr 
QUERARD. 12 vol., et BOURQUELOT, 6 vol. 138 vol 
(Catalogue général de 1700-1848) 200 fr 
Rembrandt (i'(Euvre de), p. p. Ch. Blanc. 2 vol. fol 
et fol. max., demi-mar. 1858. (400 fr.) 150 fr 


in-4, d.-rel. 1847-56. Rare goo fr 
CANCIANI. Saréarorum leges. 5 v. fol. 1781-89, d.- 
bas. 8o fr. 
Cartas de Indias Folio, avec 208 planches et fac- 
similés. Madrid, 1877 190 fr. 
CLARAC, Musée de sculpture. 6 vol. texte et 6 atl. | 
in-4 obl., d.-chag 280 fr. | 
CLINTON. Fasti hellenici. 3 vol. in-4, rel. 60 fr. 
COSTE. Monum. mod. de la Perse. Fol. d.-mar. | 
1867. tro fr. 
VIVANT-DENON. L’(uvre originale. Av. le suppl. | 
érot. 315 eaux-fortes folio, 1873 go fr. 
DEVIC et VAISSETTE. AHistoire du Languedoc. 15 
vol., cart. compl. 1860-90. (400 fr.) ago fr. 
Dissertas. della Pontif/. Acad. Romana di archeol. 16 
vol. in-4. 1821-64. 180 fr. 
DURUTTE. <E£sthétigue musicale. In-4, 1855, rel. 
Rare. 25 fr. 
Friedrich's d. grossen polit. Correspondenz. Vol. 1 & 15. 
1879-1887. (245 fr.) roo fr. 
Gazette archéol. Coll. compl., 1875-88 (fin de la publ.), 
rel. en 14 vol. in-4. Superbe. 6oo fr. 
Gas. des Beaux-Arts, orig. 1859 & 91 incl. (dost 20 v. 
rel.) goo fr. 


Grands Ecr. de la France (Hachette), tout le paru. Cor- 
neille, La Rochefoucauld, Malherbe, Moliére, Pascal, 
Racine, S.-Simon, Sévigné, La Bruyére, La Fontaine, 
de Retz, 82 vol. in-8 et ro albums de pl. Reliure diffé- 


rente pour chaque auteur. 750 fr. 
HOLTROP. Moenum. ogr. des Pays-Bas au XVe 
stécle. In-4. 1868. Rete (250 fr.) 180 fr. 
Hist. gén. de Paris ms ompl. 28 vol. in-4, toile, et 3 atl. 
fol. de plans. Ex. de M. Alphand. 450 fr. 


Jahrb. d. Vereins vo. Alterthumsfreunden im Rhein- | 
fande. % vol. in-8 et in-4. 1842-88. 220 fr. 
Journal du Palais. Vol. 1 & 88 (1791-1873), rel. demi-bas 
et demi-chagrin. 130 fr. 
Journal des Economistes. 1842 & 1895. zoo fr. 
on 1822 A 1895. 40 vol. rel., reste br. Trés. 

bel éta joo fr. 
LABAR rE Hist. des Arts industriels. 2e édition. 3 
vol ip-4. (300 fr.) 465 fr. 
L ABBE Neva Biblioth. manuscr. libr. 2 vol. fol., 
bas. 180 fr 
LEBAS et WADDINGTON. Voy. Gréce et Aste Min. 
Compl. Trés rare. 350 fr. 
L > YER (Collection). Terres cuites de Gréce et 
"Asie Min. 2 vol. fol. avec 117 pl. Rare. 180 fr. 
LENORMANT et DE WITTE. Monum. céramograph. 
4 Vol. in-4, 580 pl., rel. d.-mar. Superbe. 2so fr. 
Le Livre, réd. p. Uzanne. Coll. compl. 21 vol. 1880- 
89 eco fr 
LORENZ. Catalogue genéral de la libr. fr. Compl 
Tomes I a XIII 450 fr. 
MARTIN. “ist. de France. 17 vol. in-8, av. gr. (dern 
éd.), br. 40 fr. ou bel ex.-d.-chag 70 fr. 
Matériaux pour l'hist. natur. de l'homme, dir. par E. 
Cartailhac. 22 vol., av. 300 pl. Rare. goo fr. 
—= Soc antiquaires de France. 1817-94 OU vol. 1a 
avec l’atl. du t. ge et les Bull. Compl 320 fr. 
mitt HAUD. Biographie univ. 2e éd. 45 V. gr. in-8. 
(soo fr.) 200 fr. 
MIGNE. Patrologie latime. 221 Vol., net 1650 fr. — 
‘atrol. grecgue. 166 vol jooo fr 
MOREAU. Aibum Caranda. Ouvrage terminé. 1875- 
gt, avec 195 pl. coul. yoo fr. 


Restauration des monum. antiques. Folio. Didot. 4 


vol. divers. (soo fr.) o fr 
REUSS. La Bridle; compl. ro vol 130 fr 
Revue archéologigue ; coll. compl. 1844-95. 1 »vol. belle 
68o Ir 


rel., reste br 
Revue Art chrétien. Orig. (1859) A 1805 incl. Rare. soo fr 


Revue intern. de l’ Enseignem. 1873-o1. (360fr.) 80 fr 
Revue langues romanes. 1870-95 375 fr 
Revue linguistique et philol. comp. 1867-91. Rare. 330 fr 
Revue de numismatique francaise 1836-90; compl 
rel soo fr 
1836-77, 400 fr. — 1836-68, 360 fr. — 1836-49 140 fr 
Revue philosophique. 1876-95. soo fr 
Romania. 1872 A 1895 incl. Relié vas fr 
SCHLUMBERGER. Sigillegraphic. In-4. 95 fr 


Numismat. Orient. latin. 2vol. in-4 125 fr 
Soc. anciens textes francais. 1875-94, et Bullet. 66 v 


cart 400 fr 
Société antiguaires de Picardie. 1838-g0. Coll. bien 
compl., in-8 et in-4. 280 fr. 
Soctété archéolog. de Luxembourg. T. 1 A 38 en 19 Vv 
|  in-4. 125 fr 
Stephanus Thesaurus. Didot. 9g vol. fol., d.-ch. Bel 
ex. 270 fr 
Univers pittoresque. 66 vol. (Didot.) (400 fr.) 120 fr 
VINCI (Leonardo da). Les manuscrits de L. de | 
6 vol. fol. (850 fr.) 450 fr 


WAILLY. Palegraphie. 2 vol. fol., demi-veau 80 fr 
Annuaire météorologigue. 1849-72. 24 Vol. Rare. 180 fr 
Arch. Mus. Hist. nat. Lyon. 3 vol. fol. (270 fr.) 100 fr 
Arch. (Nouv.) Mus. Hist. nat. Paris. 10 volumes 


1865-1874. (soo fr.) 200 fr 
Archives de physiologie. 1869-90. Rare. 650 fr 
BAILLON. AHist. des Plantes. 1a XIII. 250 tr 
Berichte der chemischen Geselischa/t. 186811887, avec 

table. Original 780 fr. 
Bull. Soc. botanigque. 1854495 600 fr. 
Bull. Soc. chimigue. 1858 & 95, avec Répert, chimie 

8so fr. 
BULLIARD. Heréier de la France. Champignons. 

450 Ir. 
DESHAYES. Mollusgues (Explor. d’ Algérie) 200 fr 
index Catalogue (Billings) 16 vol 350 fr 
Journal de micrographie. 15 vol 150 fr. 
Journal de pharmacie. Orig. 1815 A 1890. 380 fr. 


Journal de physique, p. Rosier. 1773-1821. go vol. veau. 


Superbe. 350 fr. 
Journai de l'Ecole Polytechn. Cahiers 1 A 60. zoo fr 
Journal des Mines 38 v. et table des tom. 1 A 28. 

rel. roo fr 
KIENER. Species et /eonogr. des Coguilles. Compl., 

avec. go2 pl. col., grand papier, 12 vol. in-4. (1600 fr.) 
zoo fr. 

Idem. 12 vol. in-8, av. go2 pl. col. (goo fr.) 400 fr. 
LAPLACE. (£wovres. 7 vol. in-4, rel. 1844-48. roo fr 
LAVOISIER. (Ewvres. 6 vol. in-4. 1862-92. 8o fr 
LEGENDRE. Fonctions ¢lliptigues. 3 ¥V. in-4, d.-rel. 

bas. 160 fr 
Lumiétre électrique. Coll.compl. 187% goo fr. 
MAS. Le Verger, av. 396 planches col. aes fruits les plus 

cultivés. 8 vol. gr. in-8. 1866-73, rel. Trés rare. 200 fr 
Matériaux pour Vhist. de l"homme, par Cartailhac, 22 
vol. Rare. goo fr 
Memoirs of the Roy. Astron. Society. Vol. 17 A 48. 
1849-85. 250 fr. 


Wémoires Acad. d. Sciences. 1866-90. Ex. unique. 3000 fr. 
MILNE EDWARDS. Lecons sur la Physiologie. 1% 


volumes. (300 fr.) 160 fr 
Pringsheim’s Jahrbiicher fiir Botanik. Vol. 1 A 22. 1250 fr 
Revista maritima, 1876-1886, sept. (200 fr.) 80 fr 
Revue des scrences médicales, par Hayem. 1873-90, rel 
(586 fr.) 200 fr 
STOPPANI "aléontologie lombarde. 4 Vol, in-4, av 
rso pl. 1858. (228 fr.) 130 fr 
VERDET. (4wores. 9 vol., d.chag. 1868-73. 180 fr. 
Liebig’s Annalen der Chemie und Pharmacie. Vol. 57 
& 264. 1400 fr 


t@” Mes catalogues sont envoyes aux personnes qui me feront Vhonneur de me charger 


de lears commissions pour la place de Paris. 
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EDW. G. ALLEN'’S 
London Maency for Umerican Libraries 


28 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 
FOUNDED IN 1856. 


PPOINTED London Agency for the Libraries of the United States and 
Dominion Governments, and for Several First-class Public and Uni- 
versity Libraries of America. 
Relations long existing with all the Booksellers and Publishers of Great 
Britain facilitate the prompt execution of orders for Books, Periodicals, and 


Scientific Serials, with their continuations. 


Scarce Bocks Found. 





Sets Made Up. 





Binding of Every Class. 





** We have been, for the last twenty years, personally cognizant of Mr. Allen's faithfulness to 
the interests of his American customers. When a resident in Washington, ten years ago, we 
found that the immense Congressional Library largely supplied its shelves through Mr. Allen's 
London Agency. Many of the extensive libraries belonging to the Universities and Colleges in 
the East have also secured their Foreign Books from the same source, and we have heard from 
the officers of these Institutions frequent testimony to the scrupulous exactness with which 
their orders were always filled. 

‘*We cannot, therefore, do a greater service to the Colleges and Universities of the West 
te hich these presents shall come, than to advise that they employ this inexpensive agency 
for replenishing their Libraries with English Books."—PrReEsIDENT WELCH, /owa State Agrt- 
cultural College. 

** No better endorsement of Mr. Allen's Agency is possible than the list Df leading libraries 
that continue to use it. For 30 years, strict integrity and unexcclled facilities have held the old 
and made new patrons. The very large business built up demands only a small commission 
A library can safely entrust all its London orders to Mr. Allen without getting other estimates 
and feel sure that it is not making a mistake.”—Metvit Dewey, State Library, Ne York. 


EDW. G. ALLEN’S AMERICAN LIBRARY AGENCY, 
28 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, LONDON. 


Member American Library Association. SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS, 
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APPLETON’S LIBRARY LISTS. 


OR more than fifty years Messrs. D. AppLeton & Co. have been engaged in the publica- 
p tion of the choicest productions from the pens of distinguished authors of the past and 
present, of both Europe and America, and their catalogue of books now comprises 
several thousand volumes, embracing every department of knowledge. Classified lists of 
these publications have been prepared, affording facilities for a judicious selection of books 
covering the whole range of LITERATURE, ScIENCE, and Art, for individual bookbuyers or 
for a thorough equipment of any library. 
Lists A, B, and C are of books selected especially for School and College Libraries. 


The other lists are of books grouped according to subjects, and include the above 


List D.—History | List 0.—Poetry and Essay. 
E.—Biography. ** R.—Travel and Adventure. 
F.—Physical Science. “ S.—Pedagogy and Education. 

“  G.—Mental and Moral Science “ T.—Fiction. 
* H.—Political and Social Science. ** U.—Amusements and Recreations 
“  I.—Finance and Economics. “ V.—Evolution. 
“ K.—Hygiene and Sanitary Science. “ W.—Religion. 
L.—Philosophy and Metaphysics. “ X.—Law. 
M.—Technology and Industrial Arts. “ Y.—Medicine. 
N.—Anthropology, Ethnology, Archazology. “ Z.—Juvenile Books 
Palwontology. A A.—Unclassified. 
“ O.—Language, Literature, and Art. BB.—School and College Text-Books. 
P.—Reference Books. CC.—Spanish Publications. 
Single listsmailed free. Complete set, ten sections, 18 cents, to cover postage. Bound in one volume, 


340 pages, 8vo, 30 cents. Free to librarians, 


D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, 
243 Wabash Avenue, CHICAGO. 72-Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK. 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT OF :: : 


LEMCKE & BUECHNER, 


(LONDON. LEIPZIG. PARIS.) 
~ 812 Broadway, New York. 


> * * 


{OF invite Librarians to correspond with us before placing orders. Our facili- 
ties for supplying books in all languages are unsurpassed. 


Laraest Stock of German and French Books. 
American Books at Fobbers’ Rates. 
British Books Imported Duty-Free. 











Our firm offers a//7 the advantages of foreign agencies as to terms and 
prompter service, receiving weekly shipments from England, Germany, and France, 
Our Monthly Bulletin, besides a bibliography of the leading languages of 
the world, supplies in a supplement critical notes on books especially valuable for 
Libraries, and has become the purchasing guide for German and French books 
in many Libraries. 
epee FOREIGN PERIODICALS AT LOWEST RATES) 
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INKS AND ADHESIVES. 





4. 
’ in BI acks and . olors, are the Standard Liquid Draw- 
I. HIGGINS DRAW ING ee Oe ee eee 
by the leading schools, colleges, and institutes of the United States and Great Brit: sin. Three-fourths of the profes 
sional draughtsmen of the United States use no other Drawing inks. In % o2.,\% Pt., Pt., and Qt. Bottles, 
34 oz. Bottles prepaid by mail, thirty-five cents. 





> ’ A beautiful homogeneous adhesive, pure white 
2. HIGGINS’ PHOTO MOUNTER,. A Staiitel homoccococs adhesive, pure wae 
graphs, textile samples, scrap book, tissue work, and general use as a substitute for mucilage. Always ready and 
requires no preparation. In 3 o2., 6 oz., 14 oz., and 4 Gallonand Gallon Jars, 3 02, Jar prepaid by 


mail, thirty cents, 


’ R A strong, clear, non-sedimentary Fluid 
3. HIGGINS’ TAURINE MUCILAGE. Mucilage’ of great strength and quick 
catch. Non-corrosive, and will not become dirty and stained in use. Adopted by the School Board of Indianapolis 
to the exclusion of all other mucilages. Im 2o#.,4@02.,\% Pt., Pt. and Ot. Bottles, and 1, 2, and 5 Gallon 


Cans. 202, Bottle prepaid by mail, twenty-five cents. 


4. HIGGINS’ DRAWING-BOARD AND LIBRARY MUCI- 


LAGE A Semi-fluid Adhesive of extraordinary strength. For sticking paper to paper, paper to cloth, or 
© leather to paper orcloth it isunequalled. Excellent for mounting drawings, maps or p ires on cloth, 
paper, or wood, and for repairing and labelling books. The sooo volumes « f the model library at the Wi wrld’s Fair 
were repaired and labelled with it, and it was voluntarily exhibited and recommended by the Committee in charge as 
the only satisfactory adhesive for the purpose. Its utility in schoolsis hence apparent. In 3 o2., 6 o#., 14 oz. 
and \ Galion and Gallon Jars, 3 02. Jar prepaid by mail, thirty cents. 


SOLD BY DEALE ‘SIN ARTISTS’ MATERIALS, PHOTO SUPPLIES, AND STATIONERY. 


These goods are peculiarly adapted for school use, ne of the very highest standard, and hence popular educators 
in themselves. The adhesives are extremely strong, yet spread easily and smoothly in a very thin film, so that they 
ge further than starch or flour pastes or gum muci De and as they never deteriorate or spoil there is no waste, and 


they are hence more economical in the end than cAéeaf goods. 
Color Cards showing actual Drawing Inks, also descriptive circulars and full information will be sent 
postpaid on application. 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Originators and Manufacturers, 


INKS AND ADHESIVES. 168-172 Kighth Street, 
Brooklyn, N. ¥., U. A. 





London Office: 106 Charing Cross Road. 
2M. TEROUEM, 
Paris Agency for American Libraries, 


ESTABLISHED 1877, 
31 Bis BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN 381 Bis 


PARIS. 


French and Cuntinental Books purchased at the lowest | Auction sales orders attended to, also orders for private 
terms libraries offered en dloc befvure auction 
Orders carefully executed for out-of-print and new books Mr. Em. Terquem, being the appointed agent in Paris of 
Binding for books in constant use a specialty of th: firm many libraries, colleges, and universities, can furnis! 
Estimates given on application on all or jers, references in almost every city in the United States 
The “Catalogue de la Librairie Frangiise"’ mailed free | Correspondence and trial orders solicited. Sma 
moath!y as well as catalogues of second-hand book sh ipments every week either direct or throug! 


dealers of every locality. agent in New York 
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WE MAKE A SPECIALTY OF THE CORRECT ARRANGING AND LETTERING 
OF WORKS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES. 





7 —e eo — - 
| 
| THE BINDING OF BOOKS | THE FINEST EXTRA BIND- 
| FOR LEARNED SOCIETIES, | ING OF WORKS OF ART | 
COLLEGES, AND LIBRARIES. IN FULL AND HALF LE- | 
| SINGLE VOLUMES OR IN | VANT, MOROCCO, CALF, | 
QUANTITIES. | ETC., ETC. 
- = . ° e 


NEUMANN BROS., ? East 16th S Street, New York. 





LIBRARIES. 


E solicit correspondence with bookbuyers for private and other LipRarRiEs 
and desire to submit figures on proposed lists. Our topically arranged 
LipRARY List (mailed gratis on application) will be found useful by those selecting 





titles. 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO., “#2uz"# 


5 and 7 East 16th ener New York. 


"Pema Lenton. G. P. PUTNAITV’S SONS Putnem, New York. 





LONDON: : NEW YORK: 
24 Bedford Street, Strand. > 27 and 29 West 234 Street. 
Law __BOOKSELLERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS__ n= . 


ESSRS. PUTNAM have peculiar facilities for handling all library business intelligently and to the best advan- 
tage of their customers. 
Their Branch House in London (through which they receive English orders for American books) enables them 
to supply, promptly, English books, without the commission usually paid by American dealers. 
Their extensive miscellaneous and retail business makes it practicable to buy all books at the lowest prices, to 
carry a large stock of standard books in every department of literature, and to keep in touch with the current publica- 
trons of the day. Their business experience covers more than half a century. 


“Netes on New Books,” a quarterly of their own publications, will be sent regularly, on application, 
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J. A. SCHWEINFURTH, 
ARCHITECT, 


1111 EXCHANGE BUILDING, ._. BosTON 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES A SPECIALTY. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 


153-157 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


Librarians and others will do well to communicate with us before placing their 
orders. 

The latest publications of all the leading American and English publishers are 
kept in stock, thereby enabling us to fill orders with utmost despatch. 

Special attention is asked to our facilities for importing books free of duty. 

Correspondence solicited. Send for catalogues and specimen copy of 
THe Book Buyer, a dennnnastsd mngeaine devoted to books, authors, and literary affairs. 


sates. H. SOTHERAN & CO., sii 


Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and General Agents in Europe 
for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


With exceptionally long experience t Libenry Agency, they can promise the best care, 
diligence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great. 
Established 1816, eet 


A Monthly Catalogue s Second. Hand Books. ‘pete Number post free. 


140 Strand, W. C., and 37 Piccadilly, W.: L ondon. 





KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO. 


LIMITED, 


PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 


Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals in all Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given te every detail. Exceptional Facilities for 
obtaining Foreign and Scarce Books, Binvinc OF Every DescripTion UNDERTAKEN. Periedicals 
and Newspapers Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped to all parts of the World at Lowest 
Rates. 


TERMS ON APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANCES, HANDBOOKS, ETO. 
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LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 
A. C. McClurg & Co., 


CHIC 


AGO. 


( RDERS for libraries—public, university, college, or school—filled with prompt- 


ness and the greatest care. 


Our stock of miscellaneous books is very large and complete, and our special 
Library Department with a corps of trained assistants enables us to give the best 
attention to the peculiar demands of libraries. 

We are continually receiving large consignments of foreign books—those for 
public libraries coming free of duty—and we make a specialty of picking up both 
domestic and foreign books which are out of print or which for other reasons are 


difficult to secure. 


Our prices are very low and we shall be glad to correspond with librarians 


regarding their wants. 


"C.F. kIBBIE & CO. | 


Auctioneers and Appraisers, 
666 Washington St., BOSTON, MASS. | 
AT PRIVATE SALE. | 


To be Sold by the ORDER of the ASSIGNEES 
of INSOLVENCY. The 


MIDDLESEX MEGHANICS | 
ASSOCIATION LIBRARY 
OF LOWELL, MASS., 


is now offered for sale entire, consisting of about | 


25,000 VOLUMES OF BOOKS, 


in Various Departments of Literature, for 
Home Reading and Reference, all in Good | 
Condition, and still standing on the library | 
shelves. 

A very favorable opportunity to acquire a 
well-selected library for public use, at a very | 
moderate price. 





For particulars or privilege of examination, 
apply to 
Cc. F. LIBBIE & CO., 
666 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


W. H. LOWDERMILK & CO., | 
1424-1426 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


We undertake to complete sets, or fill up 
deficiencies, in Government Publications. We 
have the largest stock in existence, and can 
supply almost any document wanted. 

Our stock of Americana, Rare Books, and 


ERFECT SETS I deal in perfect 
* sets of periodi- 

cals. I have no imperfect or unguaranteed 
sets for sale at any price. I do not believe that 


it is important to a librarian whether a set is 
collated by a Dutchman, Frenchman, or an 


| American, conscientious Christian, or lustful 
Turk. A perfect set is a perfect set, whether 


it comes from ‘* Greenland’s icy mountains or 
India’s coral strand,” and that’s what's the mat- 
ter. No buyer is in danger of false pretence in 
any shape that patronizes this shop. 

Still at the old stand and always happy to 
answer letters containing offers of old maga- 
zines, I remain yourstruly, A.S. CLARK, 

174 Fulton St., New York City. 


e = ‘*IDEAL”’ 
AVA NEWSPAPER FILES ARE THE 
BEST. 


VAV 


EVAN W. CORNELL, 





WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


ADRIAN, - - MICH., U. S. A. 


BOOKS WANTED. 


A. G., P. O. Box 943, N. Y. 

Dunton’s Life and Errors. London, r7os. 

Documents Relating to the Colonial History of the State 
of New Jersey, v. 11 and ra 

Farnham's, A Glance at Private Libraries. Crocker & 
Brewster, Bost., 1855. 

New England Histerical and Genealogical Register, 
v. 12. 

The Antiquary, v. 31. 


Columbia University Library, N. Y. 





General Literature is quite large; as also our 
stock of Law-Books. 
When you can’t get a book elsewhere, try us. 
We shall be glad to answer any questions you 
may wishtoask. It costs nothing to do this. 





Scott’s Poetical Works, v. 2 (Marmion) of Little, Brown 
& Co.’s9 v. ed. of British Poets. 
Sound Money League of Pa., Documents nos. 7 and 8. 


| Alfred Lee, Union League, Phila., Pa. 
| Library Yournal, July, 1888; index and title-page, "89; 
Aug., "91. 
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Special Offer to Library Assistants. 





al lhe price of the LIBRARY JOURNAL, including the Literary News, monthly, i 
st 5.00 per year. 
Complete sets cannot be supplied, as most of the volumes are out of print. 


yr rat . ; ' 
Volumes in print will be supplied at $5.00 per volume, single copies, 50 cents 
but assorted numbers in quantities for library missionary use will be supplied at very 


low rates 


— 
= 
ee ne ee a 


- To library assistants where the library or chief librarian is already a subscriber, 
. and to students in library schools, the LiBRARY jOURNAL will be furnished, not 

including the Literary News, at $2.50 per year; Zhe Publishers’ Weekly at $2.00 pet 
i. year; and the Literary News at 50 cents per year. 





a In libraries and library schools, etc., where two or more assistants or student 
is join in sending subscriptions, the LIBRARY JOURNAL will be furnished, not including 
r the Literary News, at $2.00, The Publishers’ Weekly at $1.00, and the Literary News 
1 = . 
Tr at 50 cents per year. 
- Subscriptions are received only for the complete year, beginning Janua 
t- SUDSCTIPTK al l ag ony [¢ I compiete year, begin ly inuary 
n — . on 
> , _x , 
o NOW READY 
i- 
THe ANNUAL AMERICAN CATALOGUE for 1896, which is now in the bindery, will be published 
February 15. It contains 
(1) Directory of American Publishers issuing books in 1896. 
(2) Full-title Record, with descriptive notes, in author alphabet, of all books recorded in 
THe PusLisHers’ WEEKLY, 1806. 
- (3) Author-, title-, and subject-index to same, in one alphabet. 
: (4) Publishers’ annual lists for 1896. 
k : This volume forms the SECOND ANNUAL SUPPLEMENT to the American CATA- 
LOGUE, 1890-95, now issuing. 
: . . ° 
One volume, half leather, $3.50; in sheets, $3.00; if ordered and paid for, before publica- 
tion, the price will be, half leather, $3.00 ; in sheets, $2.50 
The edition as usual is a limited one. The volumes for 1890 to 1893 are all out of print, and 
orders for those of 1894 and 1895, to insure supply, should be promptly filled. 
> 7? 7 # 
The annual volume of 
Ihe English Catalogue for 1896 
“ may be expected at the same date. The volume for this year differs from its predecessors in 
\ this respect, that it gives the full title with duplicate, and in many cases triplicate, classification 
’ under one general alphabet, of every book, instead of as hitherto abbreviated titles. One vol 
ume, 8°, paper, $1.50; bound with the ‘‘ Annual American Catalogue,” half leather, $5 





n | Address the OFFICE OF THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 
P.O. Box 943. 59 Duane Street, New York. 
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LONDON: PARIS: LEIPZIG: 


2 Star Yard, Carey St., W.C. 76Ruede Rennes. Hospital St. 10. | 
x > FS 


GUSTAV E. STECHEKT, 


* IMPORTER OF .. 


Books and Periodicafs, 


(FORMERLY 810 BROADWAY,) 
NEW YORK, 


HAS REMOVED TO.- 


9 East 16th Street, 





BETWEEN UNION SQUARE AND FIFTH AVENUE. 


























